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�i�n�g�t�h�e�l�i�v�e�s�o�f�a�l�l�S�o�u�t�h�A�f�r�i�c�a�n�s�,�b�e�c�a�u�s�e�i�n
�o�u�r�C�o�n�s�t�i�t�u�t�i�o�n�w�e�a�r�e�a�l�l �e�q�u�a�l�.�A�v�o�t�e�f�o�r
�t�h�e�D�A�r�e�m�a�i�n�s�a�v�o�t�e�f�o�r�e�q�u�a�l�i�t�y�,�a�v�o�t�e�f�o�r
�m�e�r�i�t�a�n�d�a �f�a�i�r �c�h�a�n�c�e�f�o�r �a�l�l �S�o�u�t�h�A�f�r�i�-
�c�a�n�s�.�I �t�h�a�n�k�y�o�u�]�,�.

�T�h�e�M�I�N�I�S�T�E�R�I�N�T�H�E�P�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�Y�:
�M�a�d�a�m�S�p�e�a�k�e�r�,�C�o�m�r�a�d�e�P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t�,�C�o�r�n�-
�r�a�d�e�D�e�p�u�t�y�P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t�a�n�d�h�o�n�m�e�m�b�e�r�s�,�5�0
�y�e�a�r�s�a�g�o�. �t�h�e �o�p�p�r�e�s�s�e�d�a�n�d�h�i�s�t�o�r�i�c�a�l�l�y
�d�i�s�a�d�v�a�n�t�a�g�e�d�w�o�m�e�n�o�f�. �S�o�u�t�h�A�f�r�i�c�a
�m�a�r�c�h�e�d�t�o�t�h�e�U�n�i�o�n�B�u�i�l�d�i�n�g�s�i�n�o�n�e�o�f�t�h�e
�m�o�s�t�s�i�g�n�iû��c�a�n�t�e�v�e�n�t�s�i�n �o�u�r�s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�f�o�r
�n�a�t�i�o�n�a�l�l�i�b�e�r�a�t�i�o�n�.�T�h�e�i�r�r�a�l�l�y�i�n�g�c�r�y�w�a�s�,
 ��Y�o�u�s�t�r�i�k�e�a �w�o�m�a�n�,�y�o�u�s�t�r�i�k�e�a �r�o�c�k�. �
�T�o�d�a�y�w�e�h�a�v�e�a�b�l�a�c�k�w�o�m�a�n�a�s�t�h�e�D�e�p�u�t�y
�P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t�o�f �a �f�r�e�e�a�n�d�d�e�m�o�c�r�a�t�i�c�S�o�u�t�h
�A�f�r�i�c�a�.�[�A�p�p�l�a�u�s�e�]�T�o�d�a�y�w�e�p�a�y�h�o�m�a�g�e�t�o
�t�h�e�c�o�u�r�a�g�e�,�t�h�e�d�e�t�e�r�m�i�n�a�t�i�o�n�a�n�d�t�h�e�s�p�i�r�i�t
�o�f�t�h�o�s�e�w�o�m�e�n�.�T�h�e�y�w�e�r�e�t�r�u�e�e�m�a�n�c�i�p�a�-
�t�o�r�s�a�n�d�g�e�n�u�i�n�e�n�a�t�i�o�n�a�l�l�i�b�e�r�a�t�i�o�nû��g�h�t�e�r�s�.

�Y�e�s�t�e�r�d�a�y�t�h�e �h�o�n�L�e�o�n�,�q�u�o�t�i�n�g�I�s�a�i�a�h�,
�s�t�r�u�c�k�a �r�o�c�k�a�n�d�h�e�d�i�s�l�o�d�g�e�d�a �b�o�u�l�d�e�r�.
�A�l�l�o�w�m�e�,�M�a�d�a�m�S�p�e�a�k�e�r�,�t�o �r�e�s�p�o�n�d�t�o
�e�a�c�h�l�i�n�e�,�u�n�a�c�c�u�s�t�o�m�e�d�a�s�I �a�m�t�o �q�u�o�t�i�n�g
�t�h�e�B�i�b�l�e�.�T�h�i�s�i�s �w�h�a�t�h�e�s�a�i�d�:

�C�e�a�s�e�t�o �d�o�e�v�i�l�,
�L�e�a�r�n�t�o�d�o�w�e�l�l�;
�S�e�e�k�j�u�d�g�m�e�n�t�; �,
�R�e�l�i�e�v�e�t�h�e�o�p�p�r�e�s�s�e�d�;
�J�u�d�g�e�t�h�e�f�a�t�h�e�r�l�e�s�s�; �
�P�l�e�a�d�f�o�r�t�h�e�w�i�d�o�w�;�7

�.�T�h�e�n�s�h�a�l�l�t�h�y�l�i�g�h�t�r�i�s�e�i�n �o�b�s�c�u�r�i�t�y�,
�A�n�d�t�h�y�d�a�r�k�n�e�s�s�b�e�a�s�t�h�e�n�o�o�n�d�a�y�.

 ��C�e�a�s�e�t�o �d�o�e�v�i�l ��:�H�o�n�m�e�m�b�e�r�s�,�I �w�o�u�l�d�l�i�k�e�t�o �s�a�y�t�h�a�t�a�p�a�r�t�h�e�i�d�w�a�s�e�v�i�l�a�n�d�w�a�s�d�e�c�l�a�r�e�d�a�c�r�i�m�e�a�g�a�i�n�s�t�h�u�m�a�n�i�t�y�a�n�d�i�t �w�a�s�t�h�e�A�f�r�i�c�a�n�N�a�t�i�o�n�a�l�C�o�n�g�r�e�s�s�,�i�t�s �a�l�l�i�e�s�a�n�d�- �t�h�e�o�p�p�r�e�s�s�e�d�p�e�o�p�l�e�o�f�S�o�u�t�h�A�f�r�i�c�a�a�l�o�n�g�w�i�t�h�t�h�e�S�o�l�i�d�a�r�i�t�y�M�o�v�e�m�e�n�t�a�r�o�u�n�d�t�h�e�w�o�r�l�d�,�t�h�a�t�d�e�f�e�a�t�e�d�t�h�a�t�e�v�i�l�.
�O�v�e�r�t�h�e�c�e�n�t�u�r�i�e�s�a�n�d�d�e�c�a�d�e�s�o�u�r�p�e�o�p�l�e�, �f�o�u�g�h�t�t�h�a�t�e�v�i�l�.�T�h�i�s�y�e�a�r�i�s �t�h�e�c�e�n�t�e�n�a�r�y�o�f�t�h�e�B�a�m�b�a�t�a�R�e�b�e�l�l�i�o�n�,�t�h�e�l�a�s�t�a�r�m�e�d�u�p�r�i�s ��i�n�g�.�o�f �t�r�a�d�i�t�i�o�n�a�l�p�e�a�s�a�n�t�A�f�r�i�c�a�n�s�o�c�i�e�t�y�,�w�h�i�c�h�m�a�r�k�e�d�t�h�e �e�n�d�o�f �t�h�e �m�i�l�i�t�a�r�y � �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�s�w�a�g�e�d�b�y �t�h�e �i�n�d�i�g�e�n�o�u�s�t�r�a�d�i�-
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�t�i�o�n�a�l �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�i�e�s�a�s �t�h�e�y�r�e�s�i�s�t�e�d�t�h�e
�p�r�o�c�e�s�s�o�f �c�o�l�o�n�i�s�a�t�i�o�n�.�A�1�0�0�y�e�a�r�s�a�g�o
�M�a�h�a�t�m�a�G�a�n�d�h�i�,�r�e�s�i�s�t�i�n�g�o�p�p�r�e�s�s�r�o�n�h�e�r�e
�i�n �S�o�u�t�h�A�f�r�i�c�a�,�l�a�u�n�c�h�e�d�S�a�t�y�a�g�r�a�h�a�,�t�h�e
�u�n�i�q�u�e�n�o�n�v�i�o�l�e�n�t�s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�t�h�a�t �l�i�b�e�r�a�t�e�d
�I�n�d�i�a�a�n�d�i�n�s�p�i�r�e�d�m�i�l�l�i�o�n�s�o�f �f�r�e�e�d�o�m
û��g�h�t�e�r�s�. �~

�S�a�t�y�a�g�r�a�h�a�w�a�s�t�h�e�p�r�e�c�u�r�s�o�r�t�o �t�h�e�P�a�s�s�i�v�e
�R�e�s�i�s�t�a�n�c�e�C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�.�T�h�i�s�y�e�a�r�m�a�r�k�s�t�h�e
�6�0�t�h�a�n�n�i�v�e�r�s�a�r�y�o�f�t�h�e�P�a�s�s�i�v�e�R�e�s�i�s�t�a�n�c�e
�C�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�,�a�n�d�I �a�m�p�r�o�u�d�t�o �s�a�y�t�h�a�t�m�y
�m�o�t�h�e�r�a�n�d�A�z�i�z ��s�m�o�t�h�e�r�w�a�s�o�n�e�o�f �t�h�e
û��r�s�t�v�o�l�u�n�t�e�e�r�s�f�r�o�m�t�h�e�o�l�d�T�r�a�n�s�v�a�a�l�t�o
�p�a�r�t�i�c�i�p�a�t�e�.

�T�h�i�s�y�e�a�r�a�l�s�o�m�a�r�k�s�t�h�e�6�0�t�h�a�n�n�i�v�e�r�s�a�r�y�o�f
�t�h�e�A�f�r�i�c�a�n�M�i�n�e�w�o�r�k�e�r�s ��S�t�r�i�k�e�o�f �1�9�4�6�,
�w�h�i�c�h�i�n�s�p�i�r�e�d�t�h�e�a�d�o�p�t�i�o�n�o�f �t�h�e�A�N�C ��s
�P�r�o�g�r�a�m�m�e�o�f�A�c�t�i�o�n�i�n �1�9�4�9�a�n�d�g�a�v�e�s�u�c�h
�a �g�r�e�a�t�i�m�p�e�t�u�s�t�o�'�t�h�e�w�o�r�k�i�n�g�c�l�a�s�s�m�o�v�e�-
�m�e�n�t�i�n �o�u�r�c�o�u�n�t�r�y�.�S�o�,�h�o�n�m�e�m�b�e�r�s�,�w�e

�' �l�o�o�k�e�d�e�v�e�n�t�h�a�t�i�n�t�h�e�e�y�e�a�n�d�w�e�d�e�f�e�a�t�e�d
�i�t�.

 ��L�e�a�r�n�t�o�d�o�w�e�l�l ��:�A�g�a�i�n�,�M�a�d�a�m�S�p�e�a�k�e�r�,
�w�e�h�a�v�e�d�o�n�e�w�e�l�l�b�y�o�u�r�p�e�o�p�l�e�.�W�e�h�a�v�e
�d�o�n�e�m�o�r�e�f�o�r�o�u�r�p�e�o�p�l�e�i�n�t�h�e�p�a�s�t�1�1�y�e�a�r�s
�t�h�a�n�h�a�s�b�e�e�n�d�o�n�e�i�n �c�e�n�t�u�r�i�e�s�.�W�e�h�a�v�e
�p�r�o�v�i�d�e�d�'�h�o�u�s�e�s�f�o�r�t�h�e�h�o�m�e�l�e�s�s�,�j�o�b�s�f�o�r
�t�h�e�j�o�b�l�e�s�s�,�w�a�t�e�r�,�e�l�e�c�t�r�i�c�i�t�y�a�n�d�s�a�n�i�t�a�t�i�o�n
�t�o �h�u�n�d�r�e�d�s�o�f�t�h�o�u�s�a�n�d�s�w�h�o�d�i�d�n�o�t�h�a�v�e
�t�h�e�s�e�a�m�e�n�i�t�i�e�s�b�e�f�o�r�e�.

�W�e�a�r�e�e�d�u�c�a�t�i�n�g�o�u�r�y�o�u�n�g�p�e�o�p�l�e�a�n�d�w�e
�a�r�e�p�r�o�v�i�d�i�n�g�t�h�e�m�w�i�t�h�e�n�d�l�e�s�s�p�o�s�s�i�b�i�l�i�t�i�e�s
�t�o �t�a�k�e�t�h�e�i�r�r�i�g�h�t�f�u�l�p�l�a�c�e�i�n �a �f�r�e�e�a�n�d
�d�e�m�o�c�r�a�t�i�c�S�o�u�t�h�A�f�r�i�c�a�.

 ��S�e�e�k�i�n�g�j�u�d�g�m�e�n�t ��:�W�e�h�a�v�e�d�o�n�e�m�u�c�h
�t�o�i�m�p�l�e�m�e�n�t�t�h�e�j�u�d�g�m�e�n�t�o�f�t�h�e�p�e�o�p�l�e�a�n�d
�w�e�n�e�e�d�t�o �d�o�m�o�r�e�.�W�h�e�n�w�e�t�a�l�k�o�f�t�h�e
�p�e�o�p�l�e ��s�c�o�n�t�r�a�c�t�,�w�e�m�e�a�n�t�h�a�t �w�e�a�r�e
�b�o�u�n�d�t�o�o�u�r�p�e�o�p�l�e�b�y�i�n�t�e�r�l�o�c�k�i�n�g�a�s�e�t�o�f�r�i�g�h�t�s�a�n�d�r�e�s�p�o�n�s�i�b�i�l�i�t�i�e�s�.�O�n�o�u�r�p�a�r�t�w�e�c�o�n�t�i�n�u�a�l�l�y�e�n�g�a�g�e�w�i�t�h�o�u�r�p�e�o�p�l�e�.�W�e�a�c�t�i�v�e�l�y�s�e�e�k�t�h�e�i�r�i�n�p�u�t�s�a�n�d�w�e�l�c�o�m�e�t�h�e�i�r�c�r�i�t�i�c�i�s�m�s�.�_�W�e�l�i�s�t�e�n�.�A�s�t�h�e�M�i�n�i�s�t�e�r�o�f�P�u�b�l�i�c�S�e�r�v�i�c�e�a�n�d�A�d�m�i�n�i�s�t�r�a�t�i�o�n�s�a�i�d�y�e�s�-�t�e�r�d�a�y�,�w�e�w�a�n�t�t�h�e�p�e�o�p�l�e�t�o �t�e�l�l �u�s�w�h�e�r�e�t�h�i�n�g�s�h�a�v�e�g�o�n�e�w�r�o�n�g�. �
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is it not the hon Leon who ought to seek

judgment for the excessive voluminous

praise he heaped on the apartheid SADF

. between 1975 and 1977 in his official

magazine, Params, even as it was killing our

people and invading neighbouring states,

.while their police allies were throwing

detainees to their deaths from high buildings

and the chilling “defenestration” process

that befell Ahmed Timol and others?

Truly, is it not the hon Leon who ought to be

seekingjudgment or at least displaying some

contriteness? Is it not the hon Leon who told

a parliamentary briefing on 8 September

'1997, “There is nothing wrong or unpatri-

otic about having a political party that does

not represent blacks.” The people remember

and they will render their judgment once

again on 1 March 2006. -

Yes hon members, we invite and welcome

judgment in democratic; South Africa. As we

reflect on the first 11 years of our‘democracy

we look at the unfinished business and

quicken our pace. We need to ask whether

we have made progress with respect to the , .

rights and empowerment of women in South

Africa. As a government and as the political

party in power, we can unequivocally say

that progress has been made.

Let us pause and reflect on our track record.

Our government‘s commitment to gender

equality in govemance and administration

has made us;one of the global leaders in

women’s representation. Of the 400 mem-

bers of the National Assembly 130 are

women and of these 104 come directly from

the ranks of the ruling party. [Applause] Of

the 293 members of the ANC 35,495 are

women. '

Further. the ANC took a decision that 50% of ,

its candidates standing for local govemment

elections would be women. Compare that

with the DA. They have 47 members in this .

Assembly of whom 11 or 23,4% are women.

They seem to endure this discrimination

with remarkable fortitude. Who, Madam

Speaker. should be as humble as to seek the

judgment of the women of, our country?

Equal representation of women in the deci-

sron-making structures of our country is not

simply numerical representation. It is funda-

mentally about transformation.

In the disability movement they say, “Noth-

ing about us without us.” This applies with

equal force to overcoming the challenges

faced by women in our society. There can be

no lasting solutions to the challenges faced

by women in our country without their

active participation in the decisions, policies

and programmes that affect them. Any politi—.

cal party that is not committed in policy and

in action to gender parity is not committed to

the emancipation of women in our society.

[Applause]

“Relieve the oppressed”: In all honesty,

who has done more to relieve the suffering of-

the oppressed in our country than the ANC-

led government? We are one of the few

countries that can say the poor are not

getting poorer, that we are winning the war

on poverty, gender poverty and racialised

poverty. We are working hard to improve the _ -

quality of life of our people and they '

acknowledge and appreciate it. They will

show their appreciation once again on 1

March. Be sure of that.

While we work actively to improve the

quality of life of our people, the hon Leon

asks the people to vote for a political party

committed to meritocracy based on the

privileges of the past, as the hon Ben Turok

demonstrated so pithily in yesterday’s de-

bate.

“Judge the fatherless”: Yes. we must ex—

press our concern for the fatherless. But was

it not the hon Leon who once said that

punishment at the notorious military deten-

tion centre at Voortrekkerhoogte
outsrde

Pretoria was “strictly regulated and hu‘

mane"? [Interjections.]

~\\’ould those who were punished there

agree? And what of the children of fathers

who were killed by the apartheid regime in
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detention centres like these? What of‘those

who were rendered fatherless when the

, apartheid SADF invaded Angola and the hon

Leon called the military operation associated

with the invasion, “one of many splendid

tasks“ of the SADF atrcrafta

As a government we have an obligation and

a duty to care for the fatherless and the

motherless in our society. That is being

done. Consider the extension of the child

'support grant to children under the age of 14

or the fact that the total number of children

accessing the grants since 1997 is over 7

million. This is our commitment and this is

how we deliver.

“Plead for the widow." Under the watch of

this govemment, women in our country have

been empowered as never before. They are

less poor than before, they are beneficiaries

of the Extended Public Works Programme

and, in those areas where we in government

have direct control, we have moved with

decisive speed to improve their quality of

life. , '

However, as a society and as government we

cannot rest until we have eradicated dis-

crimination against women, the stereotyping

of women, gendered poverty, gendered un~

employment, violence against women. the

exclusion of women from the labour market

just because they are women, and the exclu-

sion of women from the political and eco-

nomic decision-making centres in our _

' soctcty. We know that the majority ofpeople

living in poverty globally and in South

Africa are women and children, particularly

those who find themselves in rural areas.

“Then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and

thy darkness be as the noonday.” Madam

Speaker, darkness is already turning to noon.

Does the hon Leon not realise that he lives in

. a free and democratic South Africa? A South

Africa in which democracy has taken firm
root, :1 South Africa in which apartheid as a'
crime against humanity has been defeated, a

South Africa which is determined to deal
dectsrvcly with corruption?
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Let us go on record as noting that 602% of

all cases of corruption reported in the media

were uncovered through official processes.

Clearly, the state is the primary agency

responsible for bringing corruption in its

ranks into the public domain. The fight

against corruption is a fight that must in-

volve all of us: Govemment, political par-

ties, labour,‘ the business community and

organisations in civil society. Darkness is

already turning into noon, because our

people are liberated and poverty is being

alleviated and eradicated.

We have a strong Constitution and an

independentjudiciary. To those who say that

both of these are under threat and attack, we

ask: From whom? Certainly, it is not from

the ruling party, not from this govemment

and not from our President.

. From this very podium he said, and I quote:

The Constitutidn enjoins the President in

particular to ‘uphold, defend and respect

the Constitution as the supreme law of

the Republic; and promote the unity of the

nation and that which will advance the

Republic’. ‘ 3

Our President went on to say:

The executive must discharge its respon-

sibilities within the context of the rule of

law, which includes respect for the integ-

rity and independence of thejudiciary and

presumption of innocence of any person

pending findings of the courts. Similarly,

we also’have to respect decisions of our

Parliament. ‘

if only. the DA was not politically and

ideologically bankrupt,‘it would recognise

that we in government uphold the Constitu-

tion and respect the independence Of the

judiciary. ,
.

But was it not the DA who sought an assault

on_=the Constitution when it asked for the

reintroduction of the death penalty? Pity our
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nation, our Constitution and therule of law

should the DA ever come to power. But we

. are not yet at noon.

The measure of effective policies is the

degree to which they impact positively on

the lives of the most vulnerable and the most

marginalised; and in our second decade of

democracy we have identified implementa—

tion of programmes directed at theeradica—

tion of poverty, drastically reducing

unemployment and dealing with the second

economy as our key challenges.

Ours is a commitment to equality of oppor-

tunity, a commitment to the vision of the

Freedom Charter that proclaims that South

Africa belongs to all who live in it. A

commitment to the creation of a nonsexist

and nonracial South Africa also has to be a

commitment to transformation and represen-‘

tation. ‘ ' "

Fifty years ago the Freedom Charter expli-

citly linked democracy to freedom from

discrimination on the basis of race and

gender, and it explicitly stated that only a

democratic state based on the will of all the

people can secure to all their birthright

without distinction of colour, race, sex or

belief. That birthright includes freedom from

want, freedom from starvation, freedom to

secure gainful employment and freedom

from poverty.

In conclusion, allow me to say to our

President: Indeed under your leadership and

guidance, the mountains and the hills of

South Africa have broken forth into song

before you, and all the trees of the field are

, clapping their hands. Under your leadership,

we truly have entered the age of hope. Thank

you very much. [Applause]

The SPEAKER: Order! Hon Mncwango.

there is a point‘of order.

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:

Somlomo, kuvumelekile yini ePhalamende

ukuthi umhlonishwa uMholi weQembur

eliPhikisayo akhulume kanje, sengathi

wagwinya impempe yephoyisa? [Uhleko.]

[Madam Speaker, is it parliamentary for the

hon Leader of the Opposition .to speak

non-stop, as if he swallowed a policeman’s

whistle? [Laughter.]] ‘

The SPEAKER: Well, that is flowery, poetic

language about the hon Leader of the Oppo-

srtion. Hon Mncwango, please!

Mr M A MNCWANGO: Madam Speaker,

Your Excellency the President, the hon

Deputy President and colleagues, on Friday

the President promised to beef up the capa-

city of local govemment to provide essential

services. We at least welcome the President’s

belated realisation that the central govem-

ment cannot achieve this. Yet I fear once ‘

again that there is a yawning gap between

rhetoric and action. Will the President's

season of hope fade into the winter of

discontent?

Our national Cabinet takes enormous pride

in the fact that it has devoted more than 60%

of the state Budget to local and provincial

government. In theory, this augurs a decisive

move towards a decentralised administra-

tion. In practice, about half of all municipal- .-

ities are dysfunctional. Councils at large * i

have failed to collect R40 billion in arrears

and billions of rands are left unspent in

provincial coffers each year.

A classic, example of consistent under-

spending which has the potential to shake up

the existing relationship between our prov-

inces and their municipalities are housing

grants, because of the red tape our muni-

cipalities have to deal with when they apply

for provincial approvals. This is just one

example.

The national govemment
, in response to this

particular crisis. has suggested that it should

take firmer control of policies afiecting

housing to ensure greater unifonnity and

quality, control. We in the IF? refuse to

believe the national government has the

capacity to do so.

It is the implicit assumpt
ion about the role of

government in general that determines the
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everyday practice in our municipalities and

shapes the behaviour of their managers and

staff. The assumption, instilled and encour-

aged by the socialist outlook of the ruling

party, is that the govemment IS all-powerful

, and has the capacity to intervene and con-

tribute positively in every nook and cranny

of our society.

An omnipotent government exists in theory.

In practice, it is unsurprising that such

inflated ambitions as our municipalities

boast, lead to overstafiing, inefficiency, me-

diocrity and indifference. These characteris-

tics are intertwined, Minister Mufamadi. It

follows that most municipalities cannot run

themselves, let alone provide essential ser-

v1ees. .

to the streets from Gauteng, the Free State

and the Westem Cape against the slow pace

of delivery in the ANC-controlled municip~

alities. Your response, Mr President, has

  
bur‘people for the government to attribute

these spontaneous protests 'to so—called

“third force" operators. These protests were

peoplepower demonstrations against a sys-

tem of incapacitated local government,

which simply cannot deliver. 
i Our people have also had enough of corrup~

tion. sleaze and extravagant lifestyles while

they still have to contend with the indignity

of a bucket toilet system. It is unacceptable

at this stage of our political liberation that
anyone should not have access to decent
sanitation. This is why so many still have not
tasted the fruits of democracy. Ten years
after the President quoted Langston Hughes,
“What happens to the dream deferred" in
this Chamber, one does fear indeed that it
may explode.

As an altemative to the ANC’s mismanage—
ment, we in the IFP advocate a comprehen-
swe strategy that shifts the drive for
economic development from the govem-
ment at any level and the public sector in

,, every sphere onto the individual and the
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private sector/Instead of the current bureau-

cratic state, the IFP envisages an enabling

state that commissions the provision of basic

services from a range of providers rather

than provide these services by itself.

Ours is a new entrepreneurial state that

preaches decentralised management and

calls for an expanded role of the private

sector in service delivery. This is the clear

blue water between the ANC and the IFP.

The ANC has systematically broken the

promises it made in its 2004 provincial

govemment manifesto. Again and again

there is every indication that if the ruling

party wins power in a signifiCant number of

municipalities after 1 March, the promises it

has made in its 2006‘ local government

manifesto will once again be ignored and

dishonoured.

The IFP has pledged to contest this poll with

* honour and'eommitment to delivery and

service. We mean everywvord. The‘ANC

talks, the IFP acts.

‘Ms M P MENTOR: Madam Speaker, Com-

rade President, Comrade Deputy President,

hon members and fellow South Africans,

I think I can still hope for humility and

humanity from the ranks of the opposition,

the DA in particular, and submit to them that

I have migraine, so I am requesting them not

to yell the way they normally do when we

are on the podium. -

Allow me to engage with what hon Lee said

before I go into the details of my speech.
Hon Lee, you have just conflmied what we

nomially say to South Africans that your
party, the DA, represents the interests of the
few that you choose to represent. You spoke
about the so~called “bntinmense”. Your
whole speech. your whole worries and your
whole concem are about the so-called
“bruin” people [coloureds]. I thought you
are a public representative, a Member of
Parliament for all South Africans and not
only for a particular racial group.

Die sogenaamde bruinmense, ek dink nie
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hulle waardeer dit dat jy alleen oor hulle

bekommerd is nie. Ek dink hulle sou wou he

dat jy ook moet dink aan die ander mense

van Suid-Afrika, want Suid-Afrika bestaan

uit vele rasse en nie net uit bruinmense, soos

jy hulle noem, nie. (Translation ofAfrikaans

' paragraph follows.)

[The so-called coloureds, I don’t think that

they appreciate it that you‘are only con-

cerned about them. I think that they would

want you to also think of the other people in

South Africa, as South Africa consists of

many race groups and not only the

coloureds, as you refer to them.] '

.I dedicate this speech to the memory of

Coretta Scott King, whom I got acquainted

with during the build-up to ourl994 elec-

tions as she was a leading member of a team

that monitored or observed our'elections. I

was struck by her humility and her simplic-

ity although she was a giant in her own right. .

I admired her humility, approachability and

simplicity. .

I dedicate this speech to her so that in the

archives of this Parliament of the Republic

of South Africa. we will always remember

that it is possible to be powerful, to be a giant

and to remain humble, simple and approach-

able. 1 think that those are the ethos that the

ANC government are abiding by.

Let’s talk about hope—may the soul of

Coretta Scott King rest in peace! When we

talk about hope, I must tell you about two

encounters out of the many that have

reconvinced me about the humility of our

' people in South Africa: I-Iow grateful they

always are for very little things that are done

for them and how easy to please they are.

In a Checkers store in Kimberley I became

acquainted with a lady who Worked in the

crockery division, simply because I am an

admirer of fine china. Even ifI do not have

money I always go through the shelves of

crockery just to admire it and to promise

myself that one day I will buy myself this or

that. So I got used to this lady. She knew that

I would never leave Checkers without going

through her shelves.

One day, as I was shopping she approached

me and said: “I have a problem. My child

passed matric wonderfully. I do,not have

money to send her to university. All efforts to

acquire a bursary have failed, including a

request for the Premier’s bursaryfund to

a551st.”

I asked if her she knew that banks do offer U ‘

student loans. I told her that I thought she

should go to Absa to ask for a student loan

for her daughter. I immediately pulled out a

page from my desk pad and wrote on it very «- It :

carelessly because it was not oflicial.

I addressed that “to whom it may concern”

at Absa and asked them to help that lady. I

pulled rank in that letter and reminded them'

that I was a middle manager in education. I

also reminded them that the government of

the Northern Cape did business with Absa

and that therefore they were obliged to show

social responsibility.

For a few months and years I never saw that

lady again at Checkers. On enquiring, I was

told that she had broken both her legs on

duty and had since been boarded. Four and a

half to five years down the line, I met her at

> a taxi rank in Galeshewe. She was in tears

when she saw me and then I wanted to know

her plight. She was no longer walking

properly, she‘was struggling to walk. She

’ said she thought I had changed my number.

She had been looking for me because her

daughter was graduating and they wanted

me to attend the graduation ceremony.

[Applause] I said: “No, those are special

moments for family. I appreciate your offer

but I cannot accept it." She cried so bitterly

that I ended up going to the graduation

ceremony.

Last week Friday, two of my guests to the

presidential state'of-the-nation
address were

two educators, Mr Bentley of St Joseph‘s

Marist College in Rondebosch, as well as Ms   
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Peckham of Reddam in Tokai. The whole

day, literally. they were excited like small

kids for having been invited to Parliament.

Ms Peckham, in particular, got what I always

call goose pimples—~my daughter says they

are “goose bumps”. Both of them expressed

surprise in terms of their ability to be guests

of honour at Parliament. ; ‘

Both of them were surprised and could not

believe that, they were in the midst of

.Ministers and the President, both in the

Chamber and in the convention centre. They

took endless photographs of Ministers and

the President himself with their cellphones.

Mr Bentley said I must convey to the

President that he admires his Armani suits. I

see Comrade Sydney is doing very well also.

His suit is very lovely today. [Laughter]

So I am saying that despite the fact that these

two educators are white and were born and

bred in Cape Town, they said they never

imagined in their lifetime that they would set

foot in Parliament. They could have set foot

in Parliament before because they are white,

but it was never possible because the gov-

emment of the day did not reach out to our

people, both black and white. [Applause] '

To them, those were memories for a lifetime.

They are still sending me SMSs. They are

very grateful for the invitation to Parliament.

Many ofour people are also hopeful that one

day they will set foot in their own Parlia-

ment. They are awaiting their turn that, one

day, somebody'amongst you will‘be kind

enough to invite them to come to Parliament
as a sign of participatory democracy. [Inter-
Jections.] Yes, they must get tickets. They
know that they must wait for their turn and
that they cannot all come here at the same
time. ,

- I am always surprised and I’always enjoy it
when I watch the expression of collective
Joy and pride that comes from our people at
all‘times, even when very little things are
done for them. I have taken note of
collectiveness in our communities. I have
wrtness‘cd that when one sad incident hap—

”N

If
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pens to one person they all mottm, but when

one family achieves something they all

celebrate.

l was taught by the late Comrade Steve

Tshwete not to undermine the wisdom of the

masses of our people. He taught me the

importance of watching their mood every

time, not 'only during elections, hon Tony

Leon and Mr Gibson. It is very important,at

all times, every single day of the five-year

term, to be in touch with the mood of the

people, to understand it and . . .

The SPEAKER: Order! Hon member, your

time has expired.

Ms M P MENTOR: Thank you very much.

[Applause]

» The SPEAKER: Hon members, I will now

suspend the sitting to allow members to have

a break. Proceedings will resume in 10

. minutes’ time. The bells will be rung to‘alert .

members to proceed to the House in 10

minutes’ time. The sitting is now suspended.

Business suspended at 16:08 and resumed at

16:23. , ‘ -

Ms B T NGCOBO: Hon Deputy Speaker,

President, Deputy President, hon members,

2006 is the year of hope.

Mongameli, sizohlala sisethembeni ngaso

sonke isikhathi _ ngoba uthe asihlale

ethembeni. [Mr President, we are going to

stay in hope because you said we must stay

in hope]
'

This is the decade of the Constitution. We
are celebrating the Constitution with joy.
This is the Constitution in which human

rights are enshrined. It’s only the ANC that
has been able to make those rights realisable
and enjoyable, progressively, particularly
for the women of the country. For the first
time, women have been given latitude and
it’s the ANC that has made that possible.

We also salute the women who have been
able to contribute to our developmental
state.

.
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Ngonyaka ka—2004 abasebenzela uhulumeni

wasekhaya benza ucwaningo lapho bathola

khona ukuthi abantu besifazane aba-

ngamakhansela babengamaphesenti

angama—29,6; abasezikhundleni zobume—

nenja beyi—IS kwabangama-284 eNingizimu

Afrika iyonke. Oyedwa owesifazane obe-

khona kohulumeni basekhaya usehambile

waya komcla iNingizimu Afrika

njengenxusa. Okubi-ke kodwa ukuthi

isikhala sakhe sivalwe umuntu wesilisa.

Umgomo wokunika amathuba ngokulandela

indlela ka 50-50 yenze babaningi abantu

besifazane abangenele ukuba amakhansela

kohulumeni basekhaya. Siyethemba-ke

ukuthi njengoba abantu besifazane

bemelwe, nokubamba kwabo iqhaza nakho

kuzoba ngendlela ‘efanele. Sineqiniso~ke

ukuthi i-Asgisa‘ne-joint investment priority

in South Africa zizokwcnza ukuthi ‘lezo

zinto eziyizinselelo zibhekeleke, nje-

ngokuthi bakhuliseke, «bafundiseke futhi

bazithole bexhasekile' ukuze bakwazi

ukwenza umsebenzi wabo, nokuthi indawo

yomscbenzi kwamasipala ibaphathe 'kahle

-abesifazane. '

I-ANC iyona nhlangano ekwazile nokuthi

ilethe izinsiza kubantu. Ayikho futhi enye

inhlangan'o eke yaziletha ngokwanele

izinsiza kubantu. Siphinda futhi sincome

ukuthi njengoba uKhongolose ephethe,

abantu besifazane sebengenc‘ kulezo

zindawo, ebezaziwa ngokuthi yizindawo

zamadoda kuphela. Sinabantu besifazane

abayizimantshi, abangabehluleli, abuse—

zimayini futhi kukhona _nabamba

amangcwaba, kanti ukumba kwakWenziwa

abcsilisa; kukhona nascbcshaycla izindiza

ngenxa yokuthi abesifazane bavulelekile,

bathole ithcmba. Mongameli, ngiyethemba

ukuthi ithemba lisazokhula futhi.

Okwamanje sidinga uiwazi ngfibesifazanc'

abasemazingcni okuphatha ‘ aphakathi

ncndawo nasczingeni eliphezulu. Singa-

jabuia uma iminyango ingasinika izibalo

ukuzc sazi ukuthi bangakanani khona uhlelo

lwe-Asgisa luzokwazi ukubnsiza
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’ezindaweni zabo. Ukuze ithemba lizwakaie

_futhi libonakale, kudingeka siyisuse

imigoqo ev1mbayo, siyiphahlaze i-glass ceil-

ing. ‘

Uhulumeni kaKhongolose uyishintshile

yonke le mithetho ebigqilaze abantu

besifazane kwnze kwakhona nemigomo

yokubhekela abahlwempu, tokuyiyona

ebhckela ikakhulukazi abesifazane nawo'

wonkc umphakathi ukuze bakwazi ukuthola

izinsiza njengabo ‘ogesi. Uhulumeni

kaKhongolose uphinde futhi walungisa

imithetho ukuze abantu besifazane bahole ,

imali elingana ncyabanye abasebenzi

ngokwenza umsebenzi ofanayo, bakwazi

ukuba namalungelo okuthola izindlu,

bakwazi ukuba namalungelo okuthola

umhlaba,~ bakwazi ukuba namalungelo

olmzikhulumela emshadweni yesintu,

baphinde futhi bakwazi nokuthola ifa. -

Siyakuncoma lokho, _

Kukhona-ke omunye thhethoi

abangawuthandi abaningi kule Ndlu kodwa

owusizo ezimpilwenfizabesifazane oha—

mbelana nezokuthola abantwana obizwa,

phecclezi, nge-Choice on Termination of ,

Pregnancy Act. Lokhu .i-ANC iyOna

eqhamuke nakho ngoba abesifazane kade

bememezela bethi, “Hhayi 'bo sazc

sahlupheka. Sesikhathele ukuya ezindaweni

zangasese siyokhipha izisu esingathandi

ukuzikhipha." Phela imithetho yakuqala

yabc ithi ngeke usikhiphe isisu ngoba

akukho emthethweni. Kodwa i-ANC

ikwenzile lokho. Ngo-1999 abantu ababefa

ngenxa yokuzikhiphela izisu okubizwa nge-

backstreet abortions babengnmav65‘7o; ngo-

2002 kade bengama-9,5%. Siyakuncoma-ke

lokho, kodwa siye sifice inkingn yokuthi

bakhona abasashona ngenxa yokuguliswa

ukukhipha isisu okubizwa nge-sceptic abor-

tion. Kuyinkinga ekhona leyo kodwa

siyethemba ukuthi le inkinga ezobhekeleka.

Sifuna ukuphinda futhi sincome uhlclo

olukhona olubhekcla nbantu abancSanduieln

Ngculazi neNgculazi. Ushilo—ke Mongamch

wathi abnntu abangaphezu kwezi-IOO 000  
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bangenile kulolu hlelo. I-Unicef esiye saba

nomhlangano nayo ngoMsombuluko ithe,

bangaphezu kwezi-lOO 000 ezibhedlela

zikahulumeni kanti bangaphezu _ loveli—

80 000 kumabhizinisi nezimboni ezxzxmele.

Kuthe futhi uma _sihamba lapha

ezifundazweni sabona ukuthi nabantwana

.sekuqaliwe ukuthi bafakwe kulolu hlelo.

Lokho—ke kuyasiza kubantu besifazane

ngesimanga sokuthi abantu besxfazane

yibona abathola izingane ezinegmwane futln

' yibona ababheka abantu abanegciwane.

Uma selingene kubona uqobo igciwane kuba

yinkinga. ‘ g '

Uma izingane sezingcne ohlelweni, sesizoba

nabantu besifazane abazophila isikhathi

eside kunangendlela abakade bephila ngayo,

nezingane sezizophila isikhathi eside.

, Lokhu-ke kuzokwenza izwe livune ngoba

sizoba nabantu abaningi abazophila

isikhathi eside. Kodwa-ke nansi inselelo: ’

Asinabo abantu abenele' ukuthi lolu hlelo

luqhubeke kahle. _Kodwa,' njengoba

uMongameli eshilo- ukuthi amakolishi

okufundisa abahlengikazi azovulwa,

siyethemba ukuthi sizoba nabantu abaningi.

Enye inselelo eyokuthi abantu bayangena

ohlelweni babuye baphume. Labo bantu

bathi bakhishwa ukuthola imibiko eminingi

ebadidayo. Umhlonishwa uMdladlana

ushilo ,izolo wathi vkufuneka abantu

sibatshele iqiniso. Sonke njengoba sihlezi

kule Ndlu yesishayamthetho sinomsebenzi

omkhulu kabi ngoba sibekwe abantu ukuthi

sibamele futhi kudingeka sibatshele iqiniso.

Kuyaqala ngqa eNingizimu Afrika ukuthi

abantu besifazane babekeke ‘~ phezulu

kangaka nesimo sabo sempilo sinakekeleke

> kangaka.

Afrika ibanakekele-ke
Mongameli abantwana nabantu abadala
njengoba washo ngoLwesihlanu mhla
usmikeza inqubomgomo yezwe. Siya-
kuncoma futhi ukuthirsekuzovuleka indlela
entsha yokuthi abantu bathole izimpesheni
zabo, nokuthi kuzoba khona inhlangano
ezobhekelela ukuthi abantu bayazithola
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izimpesheni zabo ngendlela .efanele. ,_

Siyakuncoma ukuthi le nhlangano 1zoqasha

abantu abaningi kakhulu, abangaphezu

kwezi-IZ 000.

Masibonge futhi ukuthi labo abaswele

bazozifica bethola kangcono kunangendlela

abakade bethola ngayo. Kulokhu kubalwe

abadala, abesifazane, yizingane, aba-

khubazekile kanye nabo bonke njc abanye

abahlwempu. Akekho uhulumeni owake

wenza le nto ngaphandle kukahulumeni »

kaKhongolose.

Sishaya izandla nge-Children’s Bill esizoba

umthetho ngoba ibabhekelele futhi aba-

ntwana abakhubazekile. Kusho ukuthi leli

zwe libakhathalele abantu abakhubazekile

ngoba kuyo yonke imithetho eshaywayo

abasali ngaphandle. Masiphin’de sincome

ukuthi e-Afrika iyonkana, iNingizimu

Afrika iyona enamalungu ePhalamende

amaningi akhubaiekile. Ngiyethemba

ukuthi i-Afrika izothola isifundo kuleli zwe

nayo bese yenze njalo. {Translation of

isiZulu paragraphsfollows.)

[In 2004, local government employees con—

ducted research. They found out that 29,6%

of councillors were women, and that there

were 18 women in managerial positions out

of 284 in South Africa. One of them who

worked inlocal government has been ap-

pointed as an ambassador of South Africa.

However, the disappointing thing is that a

man has been appointed to replace her.

The principle of giving opportunities follow—

ing 50-50 policies increased the number of

women who stood as candidates in local

government. We hope that as women are

represented, their participation is also going

to occur in a proper way. Weare positive that

Asgisa and joint investment priorities in

South Africa are going to help in regard to
challenges , that we are facing, such as
grooming, educating and supporting them so

that they will be able to perform well in their
jobs. We also hope that they will be treated

with dignity in municipalities.

 

   



 

 

The ANC is the only organisation that has

_ brought service delivery to the people. No

"other organisation was able to do that. Since

the ANC is in power. we also salute the fact

that women are working in domains that

were previously known to be for men only.

We have women who are magistrates and

judges. We also have women in the mining

industry, and some of them are digging

graves, which was previously done by men.

We also have women pilots because women

are given opportunities. Mr President, I trust

our hopes are going to remain high.

We need information about women who are

holding middle and high positions. We will

be grateful if departments can give us

statistics so that Asgisa will help them in

their respectivefields. For the hope to be

recognised, we must remove obstacles and

break through the glass ceiling.

The ANC has changed all the Acts that made

women sulfer and has come forward with

new Acts catering for the poor, women and

the public so .as to enable them to get

services like electricity. The ANC also

changed the Acts in favour of women to

enable them to earn the same salaries as

other employees who are doing the same

jobs; They also have rights to own houses, to

have land, to speak for themselves in tradi-

tional marriages and to inherit under wills.

We salute that. '

There is an Act concerning having children

that most of the people in this House don't

like. This Act is called the Choice on

Termination of Pregnancy Act. The ANC

came forward with this law because women

were complaining, saying, “We are suffering

and we are tired of going to private places to

terminate pregnancy.” ‘

Previously. the Act was saying that you

couldn’t terminate pregnancy because it is

illegal. The ANC amended that. In 1999

alone, 65% of women died as a result of

backstreet abortions and only 9.5% in 2002,

There is still a problem because people are
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still dying from septic abortions. We hope '

that thrs problem is going to be addressed

soon.

We also praise the programme that caters for '

HIV—positive people. The President said that

there were more than 100 000 people under

this programme. In a meeting that we had

with Unicef on Monday, they told us-that

more than 100 000 people were under this

programme in public hospitals and more

than 80 000 in private hospitals. ‘

When we toured provinces. we saw that.

children were being admitted under this

programme. This is helping because at the

‘ end of the day it’s women who are getting

HIV-positive children and it‘s they who are

taking care of people who are HIV-positive.

When they get contaminated themselves, it

is a huge problem. . ‘

If children are under this programme,

women are going to have a higher life

expectancy than before,'and so are the

children. The country is going to benefit a lot

because people are going to have a long life.

However, the challenge remains. There is a

staff shortage under this programme. The

President said that nursing colleges are

going to be reopened. We hope that we are

going to have enough stafl‘.

Another challenge is that people are admit—

ted under this programme and then they

leave. They say that they ‘leave this

programme because they get a lot of confus-

ing information. Yesterday, hon Mdladlana

said that we must tell the people the truth. All

of us in this House have a mammoth task

because we are expected to represent them

and tell them the truth. This is the first time

in South Africa that we have women m high

positions and their rights being taken care of.

Mr President. South Africa takes care of

children and old people, as you said in the

state of the nation address. We also apprecr—

ate that there is a new system of pensron

payments that is going to be in place soon.

There is also going to be an organisation that  
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is going to see to it that people get their

pensions the way they are supposed to. We

further appreciate that this organisation 15

going to employ more that 12 000 people;

We are‘also grateful thatpoor people are

going to get better grants than before. This

includes old people, women, children,

people with disabilities and poor people.

There is no government that has done that

before, except the ANC government.

We are grateful for the Children’s Bill that

caters for children with disabilities. This

country is 'concemed about people with

disabilities because in all Acts, they are not

sidelined. We also salute the fact that in

Africa, South Africa is the only country that

has a high number of MP5 with disabilities.

We hope thatAfrica is going to learn from us

and do the same thing.]

We all knowthat disability is a human right .

and a development concern. It needs to be '

integrated into all the development

programmes in an‘ integrated and

multisectoral manner, in all Ministries and

departments. Should this happen, disability

will be a nonissue because the disabled

would then have been integrated into soci-

ety. ‘ '

Kunesibalo okuhloswe ukuthi kufikwe

kusona sabantu abangama-2% abakhu-

bazekile okulindeleke‘ ukuthi basebenze

ngo-2010. Ngalezi zinhlelo esezikhona

okuzosetshenzelwa phezu kwazo zika«

Asgisa, ‘ ‘siyethemba ukuthi abantu
' abakhubazekile bazothola ithuba lokuthi

bangenelele engakafiki ngisho u-2010,
mhlawumbe kube u-2009, futhi bathole

okuthi kwasabona bakwazi
ukuqasha, babe ngosomabhizinisi ukuze
phela bengalokhu bethola iminikelo,’ nabo
bakwazi ukuzimela.

. '

Siyakuncoma futhi ukuthi'ukukhuthazwa
kokulingana .phakathi kwabesifazane
nabesilisa sekuyinto'- ekhona ngempela
eNtngizimu Afrika. Sengike ngasho ukuthi
abantu . besifazane sebekhululeke ngale
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ndlela ydkuthi bayakwazi ukwenza

abakwenzayo. Kodwa noma'kunjalo, sibona

kubalulekile ukuthi uma kwenziwa

imithetho, yenziwe ngendlela eqinisekisa

ukubandakanya kokubhekelwa kwezobulili,

ukuze ekugcineni kube khona imiphumela

ehambelana nezobulili kulezo zinhlelo

esizobe sinazo.

Siyethemba-ke ukuthi njengoba i-Asgisa

ingena, kuzothi kuqalwa laba bantu lwbe

neqhaza abalibambayo futhi . . . (Transla—

tion of isiZqu paragraphsfollows.)

[There is a target of 2% of people with

disabilities who are expected to work in

2010. We hope that by 2010, maybe in 2009

with the help of the Asgisa programme, they

are going to be able to recruit, have their

businesses and be able to be independent.

We are also grateful that gender equality is

encouraged in South Africa. . I said] that

women are free now because they are doing

things that were done by men. Even though

it is like that, we think that it is important to

have Acts that are enforcing gender equality

so that in the end we will have good results

in the programmes that we are going to have.

We hope that as we are going to have Asgisa,

by the time it starts, women and people with

disabilities are going to play a huge role and

that . . .] -

. sustainable development initiatives in-

volving the public and the private sector will

be consistent with market trends. We also

hope that‘programmes will be developed to

ensure that women can be trained so that
they will get jobs, and that they will be
supported in those jobs that they will get,
particularly . . . - , ‘ - .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Hon
member, your time has expired ,

Mr R COE'IZEE: Madam Deputy Speaker,
yesterday this'House was forced to watch the
hon Ben Turok audition for a career as a
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clown. I must say that I think there is a future

for him in that field because he makes a very

good clown indeed. But there are a few

things that he should know: Firstly, Tony

Leon does not design the DA manifesto.

Secondly, the DA members are not known to

go around burning images of their leader,

which indignity, Mr Turok would know, has

recently been suffered by his leader.

'Thirdly, Mr Leon knows a thing or two about

economics, unlike the hon Turok, whose

insights in this regard helped to impoverish

hundreds of thousands of black people in

Tanzania, back in the 1960s When they let

clowns loose on economies.

And yes, Mr Turok, race does matter, and

you’ve won the race to the bottom in this

House because your performance yesterday

finally convinced the DA caucus that we are

wasting time being polite and respectful

when your leader speaks in Parliament.

We noticed that he laughed and shook your

hand after your speech, but'that did not

surprise us because we know he’s fond of

clowns. Consider, for example, his choice

for a Minister of Health. But perhaps the

President won’t be smiling quite so broadly

tomorrow if Mr Leon doesn’t manage to

persuade his caucus not to treat the President

in the way that the ANC treats the Leader of

the Opposition. [Interjections.] In case any-

body has a problem with that title, please

read the Constitution, which] am sure I

don’t need to remind you of and which is so

admired all around the world.

On to more serious matters: Any significant

‘opposition party in South Africa today has to

consider carefully its purpose and role. The

DA has a clear understanding of these. ln our

view, the government in a constitutional

liberal‘democracy, such as ours, requires an

opposition as a check on its power, because

too much power has a way of being abused. -

The ultimate check on the abuse of power is

of course, the very real prospect of lostng it.

From this analysis we are led by logic to an

important conclusion that, in order to make

the contribution to democracy that is

uniquely the province of an opposition, we

must do two things. We must oppose, when

the facts suggest that opposition is required,

and we must grow. in order to create over

time the prospect that the ruling party might

lose power. ‘

Now, there are some people in South Africa

who claim to understand and respect the role

of opposition, but they don’t actually want

those opposition parties to do much oppos-

ing. I suppose that this is to be expected from -

the ruling party and its fellow travellers, but i

it is nothing less than disgraceful when it

comes from the ranks of the opposition

itself. '

And, if we survey quickly the opposition

landscape in South Africa, what do we see? '

The MF puts itself forward as an advocate

for one small ethnic group but then it uses its

votes to give power to the ANC. I wonder

how the voters of the MF would feel if they

..could see the obsequious manner in which

their parliamentary representative behaves

in this House.

The FF is actually a little more than a

cultural advocacy group supported by a

small minority of the group in question,

because most Afrikaners in South Africa are

more ambitious about their future j— they

want to be part of a nonracial growing

opposition that is inclusive and not exclus—

ive. The fact is that the FF has little future

and its leaders need to confront that reality. ,

The 1D is perhaps the oddest opposition

party in South Africa because it seems to

have been established specifically to oppose

the opposition. It certainly does not oppose

the government. The slogan, “more vorce

for your vote" is a bold lie. Since the 2004

election, the ID has spent all its time ‘

infighting, and takes timeout only to support

ANC Budget Votes and snipe, after a tash~

ion, at the DA.‘What exactly is the point of »

the ID? Is itjust an organisational e
xpression  
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ofthe person ofits leader—a peculiar case of

the id developing out ofthe ego?

Too many opposition politicians in our

country strike the tragic figure ofan unloved

child, desperate for any shred of affection

and every scrap of aflinnation. Of course,

children are powerless and vulnerable, and

can be made into victims. But adult politi-

cians and political leaders should have more

self-beliefgor at least enough self-respect,

not to go about their business on their hands

and knees. ’

Opposition voters want to know that their

representatives can stand up and stand to-

gether. That is why when we say, “Don't

divide the opposition, unite behind the DA”,

the voters respond and the small parties get

squeezed, and it’s going to be squeezed

again. Perhaps it's time, Madam Speaker. . .

[lnterjections] .

Dr C P MULDER: Madam Deputy Speaker, ‘

is the hon member prepared to answer a

question? It’s a very easy question. [Interjee-

tions.] ‘ '

Mr R COETZEE: No! The voters will
~ answer the question, Madam Speaker. [Inter-

jections.]

Dr C P MULDER: No! So, stop lying to the

, people. [Interjections] '

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member,

will you answer the question? '

Mr R COETZEE: No!

, The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No? OK, con-
tinue then.

Mr R COETZEE: The voters will answerthe
, question on 1 March. [Laughten] They will
say what they think of the FF and their
verdict may not be merciful, but it will be
just. I think it is time that some of the small ,
parties started listening more carefully to
what the voters are saying. Thank you.
[Applause]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members,
before we continue, I do understand that at
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this time of the afternoon or evening we get

a little heated up and with the elections

around the corner, but can’t wcjust try by all

means to treat each other as honourable as

possible? I mean, if the electorate were to

hear that some hon members are referred to

as clowns, I don't think that they would see

that as being parliamentary. But, hon mem-

ber, you were in the middle of your speech

and Ijust felt that I should allow you to

complete your speech and to warn the other

speakers who are still going to speak that

they should please maintain the decorum of

the House.

Are you against that ruling, Sir?

Mr R COETZEE: Madam Deputy Speaker,

are you saying that is unparliamcntary?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Of course it is

unparliamcntary. There are no clowns here.

There are only hon members. You may refer

to Mr Gibson for guidance but he knows as

well as I do that it is unparliamcntary, and

would you please take your seat, sir.

Mr R COETZEE: OK. Madam Speaker, the

person who raised the point of order there

accused me of lying. Is that parliamentary?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I beg your par-

don? ‘ ’

Mr R COETZEE: Is it parliamentary to

accuse a speaker of lying?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who said

were lying?

Mr R COETZEE: The hon Mulder did that.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am dealing with

one issue now, and the issue is that there are

no clowns in this House. ‘

Mr R COETZEE: OK: [Interjections.]

you

' The DEPUTY SPEAKER: And that’s it. OK,
I have been made aware that, in fact, Mr
Mulder referred to Mr Coetzee as a member
who is lying. And we all know that that
language is unparliamcntary because it actu-
ally says that the hon member is misleading
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the House. Now, I would like ‘ you to

Withdraw that, sir. [Intetjections] .

Dr_C P MULDER: May I address you on that

pomt, Madam Speaker? The point I was

,making was that the DA is lying to the

electorate by creating an impression that the

only party that can be voted for and that is

strong enough to oppose the ANC is the DA.

That is not true, Madam Speakerfflnterjec-

tions.] ‘ .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Mulder, I am

requesting you not to make a speech. [Inter-

jections.] If you are saying that you never

said he was lying, I could go back and check,

then come back with a ruling. But if that is

what you said, would you please withdraw

and take your seat.

Dr C P MULDER: Madam Deputy Speaker,

I have never said that, but if I did then I

withdraw that the member lied.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No! 1 don’t want

it to be conditional. You either said so or you

didn’t.

'Dr c P MULDER: I withdraw what 1 said if

I have said that, Madam Speaker, but it

might be that the DA as a party is lying.

[Laughten]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is still

conditional, sir. Mr Mulder! Would you

please withdraw or defer the matter to later

so that 1 can look at the Hansard, but there is

just no way that you can say if you did or

think you did say so—you should know

what you said. [Laughten]

Dr c P MULDER: Madam Speaker, I

withdraw the allegation that the member

lied. [Laughten]
. .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members,

this is taking us nowhere. But I think we can

do with a little bit of humour at this time of

the afternoon. [Applause]

Mr B M KOMPHELA: Hon Deputy

Speaker, hon President and hon Deputy

President, I would want to advise the young

114:—
fl

honmember who’s just descended from this

podium that nothing makes you a better

person than being humane. Even if you put

your point recklessly . . . kufuneka ube

nembeko [. . . you must show respect].

People will listen to you. [Interjections]

Kambe xa ungenambeko , . . . [When you

don’t show respect . . .] . . . even when you

say something good, people will always look

at you and say: “Lo mntwana akanambeko,

akaqeqeshwanga kokwabo.” [This child is a

spoilt brat. and has no manners at all.]

[Interjections] '

Hon President, we have to bring the light 'of

hope and hope even to those who are writing

us off, such as the gentleman who has just

descended from this podium. The torch of

hope and the light that the ANC carries

throughout South Africa and the world

cannot be switched off as a result of minor '

things distracting the progress we have made

so far, which is immense; nobody can ever

change that. [Applause] '

In the midst of despair of the lack of

transformation in sport in this country, our

people shouted for transformation so that we

could be equal partners in the field of play.

For many of our people in this country that

protracted struggle has yielded results.

We are indeed celebrating the age of hope,

President, and millions of our people in this

country and elsewhere, led by the ANC, are

also celebrating and saying: “Yes, we have

arrived. Therefore, we are also going to be

beneficiaries in this age of hope that the

President referred to." '

President, I want to share with you the depth

and the inspiration that the ANC inculcates

in the majority of young people specrfically,

and the people of this country generally. .1

want to speak about a very young. Afnkaner

South African swimmer. Roland Schoeman.

He had to make a very bold choice, which I

doubt many ofus on my left hand side would .

have made, when he was asked to renounce

his citizenship of this country and represent   
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Qatar in swimming instead. The choice he

made was a very profound one. Through the

inspiration of the President of this country

and the ANC, he chose his country, irrespec-

tive of what he could get from Qatar.

[Applause] \

That was important. And that is a demonstra-

tion, President, of the age of hope and the

extent to which we have inspired the young

people for all of them to have hope. This

young Afrikaner says, in the end: “I agree

with what is contained in the Freedom

Charter, that South Africa belongs to all who

live in it. I’ve never been embraced in this

manner before, and I agree that I have a

place here, and I have a contribution to

make.”

As the ANC, we send a message of hope for

other people not to miss this opportunity.

However, others pretend that there is no

hope. Likhon’ ithemba, Ikhon’ indlela.‘

[There is hope. There is a way.] We’ll be

there one day.

‘ During the state of the nation address, a few

days ago, you reminded the local organising

committee of our promise to Fifa and the

world that Africa’s Fifa World Cup, after 100

‘ years, will be a world—class event; that we

have heard very clearly, President.

This event, hon President, will further

strengthen and advance the African Renais-

sance. The ANC govemment took decisive

.action to ensure that the responsibility that

. you gave to thecountry is carried out

properly. You instructed the five important

and senior members of the ANC and senior

Cabinet members, Comrade Moleketi, Com~

. rade Nqakula, Dr Essop Pahad. Comrade

Jeff Hadebe and Minister Stofile, to carry

this responsibility. From time to time they

must inform the nation regarding progress in

preparations for this event. - '

Fomier President Nelson Mandela felt pas—

sronate when he carried the Soccer World

Cup because, for the first time in 100 years,

it came to the so-called “dark continent”.

1—1—— ._,_—_ —
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Today the ANC is bringing a light of hope to

the continent so that it must never be a dark

continent, and it will never be. [Applause]

The Minister‘of Sport and Recreation has

already engaged our counterparts in the

Southern African region with regard to

African legacy. This programme must be

carried out as part of government agenda; it

must not run parallel to what our govern-

ment has set as an agenda for us.

Within the broad framework of government,

the question of the Fifa 2010 World Cup

becomes part of that programme. However,

we’ll continue pushing the‘programme of

govemment and the 2010 World Cup as part

of that programme. That is what we are

saying.

I now come to the inspiration that we have

given to other countries. When the delega-

tion of Fifa visited Mozambique and

Swaziland we‘heard that three other coun—

tries, Angola, Namibia and Zimbabwe, were

. working very hard, tirelessly, in a bid to host

the 2008 African Cup of Nations. In a very

humane and humble manner, South Africa is

making a contribution on how they can put

'up the bid book and how they can overcome

the teething problems they might face in this

regard.

For the first time, African countries are

scrambling for the opportunity to host the

African Cup of Nations prior to the 2010

World Cup. I think that our help to our

friends on the continent is a very important

and befitting gesture to those countries. They

too must be counted among the nations of

the world.

On 9 July 2006, during the closing ceremony

of the World Cup, the world will cast its eyes

towards South Africa. On 10 July 2006 that

light of hope will turn towards South Africa

and the nations ofthe world will be focusing

on SouthAfrica in the hope that as promised.

South Africa will host one of the grandest

Fifa World Cups ever, and we will. Thank

you. [Time expired] [Applause]
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Mr L M GREEN: Madam Deputy Speaker,

Mr President, Deputy President, Ministers

and hon members, the President’s state of the

nation address has been well-received na-

tionally, as well as internationally. ‘

Mr President, I like the theme and the tone of

your address. Your theme is one of progress

and one of hope. Yes, 1 would agree that

despite the challenges that are facing our

nation, we should give our constituencies

hope. We should not become prophets of

doom and gloom. ~ A

Mr President, time allows me to respond to

only two or three issues in your speech. The

first is Asgisa, as addressed by you, and the

briefing received by the hon Deputy Presi—

dent yesterday. The FD commends you and

your government for taking the initiative to

launch the Accelerated and Shared Growth

Initiative for South Africa to address the

scourge of poverty and unemployment.

We will give our support to Asgisa because

of the promise of improvement it will bring

to the nation as a whole. Growth in itself is

not a Solution, especially if it is jobless

growth. But if growth results in the sharing

of the country’s wealth by the millions of

South Africans who struggle for economic

survival day by day, then—if I may quote

you—“The mountains and the hills shall

break forth into song before you, and all the

trees of the field shall clap their hands.”

The other issues 1 wish to respond to are the

land reform and land restitution issues. The

FD has no problem with the principle of

expropriation of land by government to

accelerate the restitution of land. Restitution

‘ is a biblical principle in terms of which land

is taken away by means of government

intervention.

Let me quote from a book that I have'here;

it’s called Our Land . . . Our Life . . . Our

Future, where it says:
»

Today 55 000 white-owned farms occupy

85,7 million hectares, including most of

South Africa‘s high-potential arable land,

while more than 12 million black people

inhabit only 17,1 million hectares of

which only 2,6 million hectares is of good

quality. The unequal division of land is a

constant reminder to the majority that

they remain excluded from the ownership

of their country. It is time to rethink these

policies. It is time to find creative altema—

tives that place the interests of the poor

first. There is an urgent'need for land, and

agrarian transformation. - '

In addition to reviewing the willing-buyer,

willing-seller policy, our govemment must .

also review the closing date for the land

claims. To most people loss of land occurred

over many decades, long before 1912,

stretching into the late 19805. There are

many families in the Western Cape that

owned land in Constantia, Kirstenbosch and

many other areas, but' they missed the '

deadline in 1998.1 therefore appeal to the

President to consider legislation to review

the deadline. '

The FD understands the reason government

wants to regulate conditions under which

foreigners buy land. Our people cannot

compete against the British pound, the euro

and the US dollar. What becomes

unaffordable to our people is very affordable

to foreign buyers, and therefore there’s no

competition.
‘

The third issue, Mr President, you did not

mention in your speech, but which I must

mention in conclusion, and which will face

us at Parliament this year. namely same-sex

marriages. Mr President, you quoted from

the Book of Isaiah. Chapter 2: “lnstil hope."

The Bible also speaks with authority on the

issue of marriage. Our Constitutional Court

has ruled that Parliament must change the

Marriage Act to accommodate same-sex

marriages. God has declared same-sex

unionshas immoral. God himself destroyed

SOdom and Gomorrah. of course. because
of

His position on homosexuality.

Mr President, if you put your signature to the  
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legislation that legitimises sarne~sex mar—

riages, we will hold you accountable. And

Mr President, I must say that in your Office

you have a very good adviser, the Reverend

Frank Chikane, and I'm sure he’ll be able to

advise you on what I’ve said today. Thank

you. and may God bless you. [Applause]

Dr G W KOORNHOF: Madam Deputy

Speaker, Mr President, Deputy President,

members of the executive, comrades and

colleagues, in his book Legacy ofFreedom,

Professor Kader Asmal quotes Pixley ka

lsaka Seme, one of the authors of the African

claims and a principal founder of the African

National Congress, as follows:

There is today among all races and men a

general desire for progress and for co-

operation because co-operation will facil-

itate and secure that progress. The greatest

success shall come when man shall have

learned to co-operate, not only with his .

own kith and kin but also with people and

with all life. i

The vision of human dignity, nonracialism

and nation-building has been embedded in

all the ANC’s founding doCuments—the

Freedom Charter and the Constitution of

South Africa. It was this vision that liberated

' our nation 12 years ago that opened the door

to freedom for all of us, black and white.

This vision assisted to change South Africa

from a locked-in society to an open society

now proudly part of the global village.

’A core element in achieving this vision of

nation-building is recognition of a unique

poo'l human talent that we have in South

Afnca. This human talent is present in a
‘p shack builder who can construct a house,

from waste materials. It is present in a
woman who can balance the raising of a
family with a full-time job. It is present in
the small entrepreneur who starts a new
business and creates new jobs, contributing
to our economic growth. It is present in our
youth and students who develop their talent
through acquiring skills and knowledge. It is
present in the businessperson who creates
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innovative products and services. It is

present in the civil servant who wants to

assist in service delivery. This talent rs

present in the unemployed person-who

manages to survive and care for a family.

The preamble to the Constitution states

clearly that we must free the potential of

each person. This is exactly what this ANC

led government is doing. It is vital that we

continue to unlock this talent potential of all

South Africans. In the Accelerated and

Shared Growth Initiative for South Africa

(Asgisa), it is stated that this need to develop

and recognise talent is especially true in our

young people because 70% of our popula-

tion is younger than 35 years of age. It is

especially this section of our population that

we have to mobilise and invest in. Again,

this mobilisation and investment is directed

by ANC policies. Our youths are the shapers

of the future South Africa.

The aims of Asgisa, such as high and

sustainable economic growth, are also im-

portant in addressing the challenges of the

second economy, namely to halve poverty

and unemployment by 2014 and to improve

the living conditions of millions of South

Africans who are still disadvantaged.

Gauteng, being the ANC—led province that

has the greatest economic and financial

powers in the country and on the continent,

can make a major contribution to this growth

data. Under the ANC government, Gauteng

currently generates 10% ofAfrica’s and 25%

of SADC’s gross national product. Its con-

tribution to the South African Gross Domes-

tic Product exceeds one-third, with even

further gross potential as it broadens its

talent pool and skills capacity.

This high level of economic growth must
however also be directed to alleviate the

, high levels of urban poverty and deprivation,
especially'amongst children. The poorest
children have a right to quality education
and health care to enable them to reach their
full potential. ,
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The energy and talent of our people can help

unlock and inspire new opportunities for

growth and development, as stated in all the

ANC policies. In this regard, the Gauteng

province under the leadership of the ANC

recently delivered, for example, the follow-

ing identifiable deliveries: ,

The Gauteng Enterprise Propeller to support

more medium and micro enterprises to

extend their participation in the mainstream

economy. Thissupport for SMMEs fomis

part of interventions to support the second

, economy. More than 1300 SMMEs have

already registered.

Bana Pele provides well integrated and

co—ordinated services to vulnerable children,

improving access to a package of free

education, health care and other services-—

, the so-called window concept—in my prov-

ince. At present, nearly 40% of children in

Gauteng live in poverty.

Vir die komende verkiesing is die ANC

voorbereid en gereed, en benader ons dit in

’n gees van nasiebou en dienslewering op

- voetsoolvlak. Ons almal wil beter dienste he

in ons skole, klinieke en regeringskantore.

Ons almal wil beter geleenthede he om die

lewens van ons families te verbeter.

Elke gemeenskap verdien redelike sanitasie,

goeie paaie, skoon gebiede, werkende

straatligte en veilige gemeenskappe. Dit is

waarvoor die ANC staan; dit is die ANC-

verbintenis om saam beter gemeenskappe te

bou, en daarom doen ck ’n beroep op die

kiesers om die plan van die ANC te steun om

plaaslike regering beter te_laat werk.

Stem op I’Maart vir die ANC in u gcbied.

Dit is die regte ding om te doen, want u kan

net op die ANC staatmaak om dié land se

grootste uitdagings te oorbrug. [Applous.]

(Translation of Afrikaans paragraphs fol-

laws.)

[The ANC is prepared and ready fonthe

coating election and we are approaching It in

a spirit of nation-building and servrce deliv-

ery at grass—roots level. All of us want better
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services in our schools, clinics and govem-

ment offices. We all want greater opportuni-

ties to improve the lives of our families.

Every community deserves reasonable sani- »

tation, good roads, clean areas, working

streetlights and safe communities. That is

what the ANC stands for. that is the ANC’s

commitment: To build better communities

together; hence my appeal to voters to

support the ANC‘s plan to improve the.

functioning of local govemment.

Vote for the ANC in your area on 1 March. It

is the right thing to do, because you can only '

rely on the ANC to overcome the country’s ,

greatest challenges] [Applause.]] '

As the President noted in his address on

Friday, the recent polls and surveys indicate

that our country has entered its age of hope,

that our people can now realise their dreams, '

and that we are indeed building a winning

nation. But just as life is a journey, so

nation-building is also a joumey, and not a

destination.

The glue needed for nation-building in

South Africa includes celebrating our

achievements, unlocking the talent of our

people, recognising excellent achievements,

improving service delivery and entering a

value framework of tolerance, loyalty, re-

spect and trust. If we succeed in strengthen-

ing this glue for natiombuilding,’ we can

achieve our goals of growth, poverty allevia-

tion and service delivery.

This will realise the vision of Pixley ka lsaka

Seme, when he said more than 90 years ago:

“There is today among all races and men a

general desire for progress, and. for co-

operation, because co-operation wrll facrli-

tate and secure that progress". Let us

therefore unlock the talent and potential of

all our people to build a winning nation

together in this our agcof hope, This Will be .

achieved only under a strong ANC govem-

ment led by a strong principled leader,

President Thabo Mbeki. [Applause]

lt is said that hope is like the sun. lfyott walk
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towards it, your burdens become but shad-

ows behind you. I thank you, Madam

Deputy Speaker. [Applause]

Mr P J ' NEFOLOVHODWE: Madam

Speaker, Comrade President, Comrade

Deputy President, honourable members, the

President has touchedon issues that are very

dear to Azapo.Amongst others, be indicated

that there will be a review of the willing—

seller, willing—buyer process in respect to the

availability of land for land refomi.

Azapo has been waiting for this announce—

mentjust after the last summit. Now that the

announcement has been made, Azapo urges

the government, not only to review this

practice, but to make sure that all aspects of

the land question are attended to, taking into

consideration the historical context of land

dispossession.

, Other issues addressed are interventions in ,

the second economy, unemployment, hous-

ing, as well as access to finance by the poor.

. The steps ,that‘are going to be taken to

address these areas of our people’s lives are

indeed of interest to Azapo.

Whilst Azapo is encouraged by the steps

mentioned in Asgisa, it nevertheless wishes

to state that the kinds of interventions in the

second economy must mean much . more

thanjust accepting that the projected growth

' of 6% will be of benefit to the poor.

Azapo knows that growth in the first

economy does not'always translate into

growth in the second economy. Our View is

that it is in a capitalist South African

economy for growth to be seen. to‘be

beneficial to the poor and the marginalised.

' Stringent measures should be put into place

to make it possible for the poor to gain from

any growth in the economy.

Capitalists have never been in the habit of

transferring wealth to the poor. We should

rather measure growth by looking at how the

poor have moved away from poverty. The

first economy cannot remain the preserve of

the I’lCh; ' ' ' '
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Until all South Africans, the rich in particu-

lar, can come to understand that the devel-

opment of people’s skills, the improvement

of the lives of the poor, the creation of

wealth for the benefit of the poor, is indeed

doing normal business in South Africa,

government should continue to intervene on

behalf of the marginalised.

Azapo has noticed that when government

creates conditions for growth in the

economy, it is largely representative of the

capitalist class and the petty bourgeoisie that

are quick to take opportunities that are there.

The poor, due to the existential conditions,

are unable to do so and if ever they do, they

participate as extensions and consumers of

commodities of the rich.‘

Madam Speaker, of what good are sectoral

charters, Black Economic Empowerment

schemes and other similar government ini-

tiatives, if only the rich and the petty

bourgeoisie benefit? * '

Black Economic Empowerment schemes

that have been concluded have largely been

those related to acquisitions of existing

assets by the petty bourgeois elements in our

society. These kinds of acquisitions, in

Azapo’s terms, cannot create the much-

needed jobs in our country.

Under these circumstances, we need a

programme that will generate new economic

activities. Formations and the creation - of

new productive ventures is paramount to the

expansion of the economic base. To this end,

Azapo welcomes the intentions of govem-

ment to fund co—operatives as new fortns of

productive activities. Azapo hopes that this

will be accompanied by the creation of

funding facilities championed and facilitated

by government. ' '

In this fashion, we can bring about the

reduction of unemployment, ‘ not only

through queuing for the next job, but also

. through co-operative ownership leading to

the creation of wealth that resides within the

poor communities. Given that we are living
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in a ‘country whose capitalist economic

intentions are such that left to its logic,'the

rich will get richer, the poor poorer, govem-

ment involvement should be decisive with

these inherited inequalities.

The country has created conditions for

peace, stability and progress, but these

conditions should now be made to respond

to the improvement of the lives of the

majority of our people in the villages,

townships, farms and informal settlements. I

thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. [Ap-

_ plause.] ’

Ms C C SEPTEMBER: Deputy Speaker,

Comrade President, Comrade Deputy Presi-

dent, distinguished guests, friends, comrades

and the people of South Africa, the ANC

already in 1992 stated in its policy document

Ready to Govern that theANC’s vision for

the future of South Africa must be based on

the following in order to transform our

society. ‘ . »

We said, and we still believe, that we ought

to encourage the flourishing of the feeling

that South Africa belongs to all who live in

it; that we promote a common loyalty to and

pride in the country; and that we create a

universal sense of freedom and security

within our borders, and indeed we do it

outside our borders too. All South Africans

should determine their economic and politi-

cal destinations; and we carried on to say

that the vision should also be based on a

sustainable economy and state infrastructure

that will progressively improve the quality

of life of all South Africans. '

These, wesaid, would release the untapped _

and suppressed talents and energies that

would both boost and diversify our

economy.

The achievement of a genuine sense of a

national unity depends on all of us working ,

togetherto overcome
the inequalities created

by apartheid. It is therefore correct, Com—

rade President, that you reiterated the call

made by Comrade Nelson Mandela that all
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of us—all South Africans—needed to define

for ourselves what we wanted to make of our

shared destiny.

The ANC has indeed responded to this call

and ours is one in which we ensured in the

Constitution of South Africa—in the Bill of

Rights—that in terms of the provisions for

homes, employment, electricity and water

we repair the damage done by apartheid and

the migrant labour system, and give real

meaning to the right to a home and family

life.

We say as the ANC that we are confident that

we will continue our programme of playing

a key role in the equitable redistribution and

reallocation of local authority services. We

say to the people of South Africa, “Together

we Can and we will continue addressing the

disparities we have in Khayelitsha and ‘

Mitchells , Plain, in Motherwell and

Mdantsane, in Phoenix and Umlazi, in

Houghton and Alexandra.”

In terms of this we do not only make

promises. This is progressing well and in all

our urban and rural nodes. Comrade Presi-

dent, the sports field in Tafelsig in Mitchells

Plain is being prepared to be ready for 2010.

We trust it will happen. '

.The ANC, in keeping with its broad prin-

ciples of creating equity in South Africa,

stated—and maybe we need to continue

giving attention to this area—the fact that as

the ANC we value the importance of family

life as it is understood within the social and

cultural norms in South Africa, in the con-

text of a normally functioning society. We

can address this. We can address this by

ensuring that people have access to and are

part of decision-making structures, which

attempt to resolve these problems.

Community participation has been forged

already by the ANC-led govemment. When,

for example, our people were told that

invading alien plants were the single biggest

threat to plant and animal biodiverstty, they

responded to this partnership. Wha
t they did  
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in this partnership was to say that, in

particular, they needed to put together things

that they could address in order to create

employment and to give to those that had

nothing at all in those areas.

They took up this challenge in addressing,

through the Working for Water programme,

the aspect of alien vegetation. In the Eastern

Cape, for example, the projects went‘much

further than just clearing alien vegetation, by

’ what they said we must address—the issues

of social development in our communities.

Also, in doing so, the PlannedParenthood

Association in that areaé—a' partner of the

Working for Water programme—engaged in

skills development, they engaged in the

issue ofhygiene, they engaged in the issue of

sexually transmitted diseases, and they dealt

also with the issue of pregnancy.

Indeed, through their partnership, and their

efforts, the result in that area was a decline in

teenage pregnancy, and a decline in rape and

alcohol abuse by their taking on two issues at

5 ‘ the same time. Furthermore, the Working for

Water programme tackled and identified

training in HIV and Aids as crucial. We are

told many a time that we are doing nothing

in this area. Indeed, with access to over

20 000 people, often in higher risk groups,

Working for Water set aside a whopping

R1 million budget to launch a national

, awareness programme.

It did not stop there: A pilot project came

about that aims to facilitate savings schemes

_ by and for the workers in the Working for

Water programme. We salute the people in

these areas: Limpopo, where they have done

things. We salute the people in the North

_ West, where they have done community

projects around HIV and Aids.

Our people want to participate and want to

be Involved. One of these things is the Public

Works programmes that afford them these

opportunities. A number of challenges are

met 1n rolling out the intended purposes of

why we have Public Works programmes.

They are for skills development, for local

rtji——rr
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employment and for economic opportunities

for the poorest of the poor.

In 2004 the Western Cape legislature’s

standing committee on public works visited

the public rOad building project in George, a

municipality not controlled by the ANC, but

of course controlled by the DA, the very

same one who had water pricing challenges

in that same municipality.

The hon members were confronted by a very

angry mob, who alleged that the

Thembalethu township was touted as a job

creation project. This was not to be, as

mainstream companies were taken on and no

efl‘ort was made at all to spread the business

around. I wonder now. who‘s white enough

and who is black enough.

Let us reiterate: The EPW principle is a

national priority programme aimed at job

creation, infrastructure and service delivery,

' training and skills development to draw in

. especially unemployed women and the

youth.

Democracy can be extended through a num-

ber of other measures, and maybe this is

where we need to continue togive more

attention—to building more and more a

stakeholder society with our people so that

we build a culture ofcommunity and solidar-

ity. We must continue to respond to the hope,

faith and trust that our people have in the

ANC, so that the society based on commu-

nity and solidarity becomes the society

whose citizens will and have taken the

responsibility for their own communities, as

they have done in many of the Letsema

campaigns that we have.

Indeed, today is better than yesterday. Today

resources have been given to community

policing forum‘s. Today clothing and other

equipment have been given to neigh-

bourhood watches to participate with the

police to fight crime. '

Let us look at our track record of what we

have said and adhered to in temis of the

manifesto of the ANC in the municipality.   
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Indeed, we said free basic water;.we’ve

attended to that. Indeed. we said we must

have strong women participation; we’ve

done that. Indeed, we said we must have »

ward committees, and as much as we had

resistance in the Westem Cape, we now,

under an ANC-controlled municipality, have

fward committees.

On the integration of planning, whilst chal-

lenges remain in this regard, we cannot say

that this has net started. Regarding the metro

police, although challenges remain our

people are participating en masse in the

Bambanani campaigns to have crime-free

activities, particularly over the holidays.

Accountable local councillors will indeed

make a public pledge and will now prevail

with clear action plans.'

Madam Deputy Speaker, we are confident

that you will give us more resources in our

constituencies so that we, as Members of

Parliament, can lead the process of transfor-

mation in our areas.

Comrade President, the Members of Parlia-

ment of the ANC are ready to respond to

your clarion call in our constituencies. We

will continue to provide leadership in trans-

forming South Africa so that there is a better

life for all, to ensure that we uphold the

contract with the people. I thank you. [Ap-

plause.]

Dr S E M PHEKO: Madam Speaker, Mr

President, Deputy President, hon members,

in these days of constant rhetoric and broken

promises, persisting in what is good for this

nation is like precious diamonds.

It is the right of our people to determine their

own destiny, and to carve a path for them-

selves in freedom that is not measured by

nepotism, racism, sexism: sectarianism,

class oppression and corruption. It is the

sacred right ofa people to detemtine the

national agenda of their country that reflects

their deepest aspirations and highest hopes.

Mr President, the streets in our townshipsar
e

on fire, the fires of protest against suffering,

'despair is a desperate cry to be heard.

Harrismith, Motherwell, Langa, Khutsong.

Phomolong, Bothaville, Viljoenskroon,

Soshanguve, Tshwane, Delmas and

Khayelitsha have spoken. [Interjections.]

Their acts are a signal of the coming storm if

service delivery does not improve and if they

are not consulted on matters that affect their

daily lives, such as moving them from one

province to another or evicting them from

land with nowhere to go.

The plight of the citizens of our country is

similar to one, which was reflected by the

prophet Jeremiah in Lamentations 5:22-4-

when he said, and I will quote him in

Sesotho:

Naha ya rona e hapuwe ke baditjhaba. Ba

ikabile ka malapa a rona. Re dikhutsana,

bommarona ba fetohile bahlolohali. Re

nwa metsi a relavang ka tjhelete. ‘

[Our country is colonised by foreigners.

They distributed our families among them-

selves. We are orphans and our mothers have

become widows. We buy water to drink]

[Interjections.] [Laughten]

Service delivery is not an option. Every

citizen should have decent housing, clean

water, health care, education and other basic

services. The resources are available, but the

political will to provide them to the poor is

absent. Moreover, we have a government

that repeatedly appoints individuals with

political connections to govemment posts.

According to the Auditor—General, some of

them have misspent R84 million.

Right now some officials implicated in.

serious cases of corruption appear on the

candidate lists of the ruling party for the

coming elections. The nation deserves re:

spect. If it is Served by these kinds 0t

officials. any hope of halving poverty by

2014 will turn out to be far-fetched. wishful

thinking.
,

The govemment has created some laudable

social development policies, such as inte-

grated develop
ment plans; They must benefit
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the poor. The poor must come first. This is

the vastAfriean majority, many of whom are

women. ' '

‘ Mr President, a nation’s economic growth is

measured by the living conditions ofits most

excluded people to progress. South Africa’s

economy has grown. This is good news, but

it has not translated into an increase in

employment. We have experienced growth

patterns that reflect and generate policies

and programmes in terms of which the rich

enjoy increasing wealth and undermine pov-

erty eradication.

South Africa’s economic prbblems lie in its

inability to distribute wealth equitably, espe-

cially as this affects the poor. South Africa is

one of the most unequal nations in the world.

The indignity and health risks of the bucket

toilets must go. Promises must, however, be

made not merely to win ‘ votes, but to be

fulfilled.

There is a huge difference between weapons

of mass destruction and the peaceful devel-

opment of nuclear technology as a source of

alternative energy, advanced medicine and

rapid economic development. The PAC sup-

‘ , ports Iran’s stance on nuclear technology

and their pursuit of the peaceful and devel-

opmental use of this technology. There is no

superior and inferior sovereignty. The sover-

eignty of all nations. which are not guilty of

gross violations of human rights, must be

respected.

All nations of the world have the right to
develop their nuclear technology for peace-
ful use, without being terrorised by those

- who keep huge arsenals of weapons of mass
destruction in their

domination.

back yards for world

An educated nation is a liberated nation
because knowledge is power. That is why the
PAC will continue to advocate free educa-
tion. Education is the best investment any
govemment can make in its nation. It is an
asset that will never depreciate. N0 nation
can sustain its development on borrowed

#47474-
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skills and a catastrophic brain drain. For this

reason, free education must be available

from primary school level to tertiary level to

all children of the poor, forat least the next

30 years. -

Right now, 3 000 students at the Tshwane

University have gone on strike against aca-

demic and financial exclusion. The thou-

sands who receive study loans owe R5

billion. They are blacklisted. They are too

poor to pay back the loans, because they are

not employed. Ten days ago Khethukuthula

Cele hanged himself and died, because his

school refused to release his Grade 10 results

as he owed school fees.

The land dispossession of the African people

of this country did not begin in 1913. It

began the first day of colonial aggression

with the.roaring guns of Europe. By 1913

only crumbs of land were left for Africans.

land question; unless resolved

timeously and realistically, is a time bomb.

The PAC has long said that the willing-

seller, willing-buyer model would not work.

Section 25(7) of the Constitution must be

amended. It has consolidated the land rob-

bery of the African people.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order,

ntate! [sirl] - , .

Dr S E M PHEKO: I thank you very much. I

am also calling for the release of Apla, Mr

President. I could not arrive at that point,

because in this Parliament I’m given these

eight minutes. As you can see, I’m the last

speaker now. [lntcrjections] Izwe lethu!

[Our land!] [Time expired] [Applause] ‘

The SPEAKER: Siyavumelana, Tata,
ngomba we-Iran nokusetyenziswa
kobugcisa busetyenziselwa iinjongo zoxolo,
kodwa kwezinye iindawo uyandibhida.
[Kwahlekwa] [We agree, sir, about the issue
of Iran and the use of teclmology in keeping
the peace, but conceming other issues you
confuse me. [Laughter.]]

Deputy Speaker. Mr President, hon Deputy
Presrdent and hon members, in the state of   
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the nation address the hon President men-

tioned that we are celebrating 10 years of the

adoption of our Constitution. The adoption

' of the Constitution marked the beginning of

the definition of our shared future. The

future was in our own hands as we had

,crafted this document through a collective

process. The future was secured through

principles, institutions and procedures pro-

vided for in the Constitution.

The adoption of the Constitution heralded a

new era in our country. Key to this was the

inclusion of the Bill of Rights guaranteeing

the evolution of a human rights culture. The

right to equality, human dignity, political

rights, citizenship and many others have

started to be the order of the day in our

socxety. ‘

As we approach the date of the 10th anniver-

sary we need to look back and ask ourselves

what impact the Constitution has had on the

lives of ordinary people. Have we used our

Constitution as an instrument to liberate our

people? We must use this opportunity to

pause and take stock. Indeed, first, we need

to celebrate our achievements attained be-

cause of the kind of Constitution we have.

Secondly, we should look at how we have

used the Constitution as a tool to ensure that

We build a South Africa that truly belongs to

all who live in it.

When we fought for freedom we were driven

by an ideal to build a nonracial South Africa

where all its citizens are equal. This vision

prevailed at Codesa, as the President quoted

‘ last week. In the build-up to the state of the

nation address we made public pronounce-

ments where we mentioned that Parliament

would engage in an equality review cam-

paign to help answer the question relating to

progress, or lack of it, in impacting on the

lives of our people, especially women,

children and the disabled. '

Since 1994 weltave passed 35 pieces of

legislation under gender equality and eight

under disability. This demonstrates clearly

our commitment
to the constitutional prow-
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sion that all citizens must enjoy equality in

all walks of life. Working with provincial

legislatures, we will conduct some research

using both secondary and primary sources of

information. Secondary sources will include .

provincial and national desktop studies, and

primary sources include engagement with

government departments and NGOs that

deal with gender and disabilities. Public

hearings and provincial focus group discus-

sions will also be utilised.

Given the recent self-assessment process of

the African Peer Review Mechanism, we

Will also use any feedback collected from

. that exercise. Reports resulting from this J ‘

will be integrated into ongoing work

programmes to address challenges, includ-

ing any need to revisit or amend policy and

legislation in the area of gender and disabil-

ity. ‘

In section 45(l)(c) and (d) the Constitution

provides for a Constitutional Review Com-

mittee to review it at least annually. Over the

years the leaders of that structure have raised

concerns we must now pay attention to. To

quote from a letter I received from the

current chairperson. hon Schoeman: “The

,time is appropriate for an objective assess—

ment of its functionality.”

He’s talking about the committee he chairs.

The critical question we must ask ourselves

is whether an annual review process is

necessary. So far, eight review processes

under the committee, over the years. have

not yielded material change to the Constitu-

tion. A gap the committee identifies is a need

to popularise the Constitution and regenerate

interest amongst the public in their Consti-

tution.

Is this perhaps the direction the role of the

committee could move towards? The Con~

stitution specifies
the regularity ofrevie

w as.

I quote, “at least annually.” That
rs what the

Constitution says. This means that we need

to carefully consider what w
e want to do and

whether we must amend this proviston m
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any way. If we go the route of significant

changes, a constitutional amendment is un-

avoidable.

Hon members, 2006 is a special year in a

number ‘of respects, including for South

African women and the women of Africa.

We are going to hold our annual women’s

parliament during the women’s month on

four August. At the continental level, as both

the President and the Minister of Foreign

Affairs have stated, we must celebrate the

election of the first democratically elected

woman President in Liberia.

The African continent is doing much better

» than other continents in this respect in spite

of us being the poorest continent and our

women being at the bottom ofthe pile in this

respect. The women in the Pan-African

Parliament are amongthe most capable

politicians in their own parliaments and in

the Pan-African body itself.

One of the 10 committees of the'PAP is one

- that focuses on policies to respond to chal-

' Ienges relating to the poverty experienced by

the continent’s women. In May this year

Parliament will convenean international

women’s conference to enable participants '

to get a better understanding of Nepad. More

specifically, the conference will create an

opportunity to clarify and promote the wom—

en’s agenda within Nepad.

South Africa is also the host of the congress

of the Pan-African Women Organisation at

the end of July, hopefully climaxing on the
44th anniversary of Pawo on 31 July this
year. The November 2005 council of Pawo,
'held in Namibia, decided that the theme of
the congress would be: Pawo shaping the
future of the African women for the let
century. -

'

When this House last held a debate about
this organisation there was unanimity on the
importance of having such a vehicle to
advance a continental women’s agenda. The
women’s caucus of the PAP has placed the
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Pawo congress on its agenda for its next »

session, which will be in the first half of this

year. ,

One of the challenges to our country is that

the Pawo secretariat has indicated that South

Africa is seen as the country that must take

responsibility for the revival of Paw0.'[Inter-

jections.] Money, hon President, it is true.

This actually means that we should be

expecting to be asked to host the headquar—

ters of Pawo, which has been hosted by

Angola for the past 18 to 19 years. Now,

what is being indicated is that we were

fighting'a liberation struggle; we are now

free and back home; we are seen to be doing

,very well and we are expected to come to the

party on this matter. ,,

In conclusion, it is true that the road we have

traversed is long and full of hope, but indeed

_the road ahead is still long. Centuries of

poverty, ' inequality and underdevelopment

cannot be erased in less than 12 years of

. democratic rule. Let us embrace the season

of hope; let us enhance its possibilities for

the good of future generations. Thank you,

Madam Deputy Speaker. [Applause]

Ms S RAJBALLY: Madam Speaker, his

Excellency our President, Deputy President,

hon Ministers, hon members of the House,

firstly, I kindly bring greetings of admiration

to the hon President from the hon leader of

the MF, Mr A Rajbansi, for the excellent

progress our country is making internally

and externally under his able guidance.

In the state of the nation address, the hon

President referred to independent reports
and comments on the tremendously im-
proved economic situation in South African
in terms of which. the MF regards
homelessness, the elimination of crime, and

. jobs for all to be high~priority issues. Practi-
cally every party, except one, appreciates the
progress our country has made. Our'hon

* President made a very honest assessment of
the past ll years and defined as our coun-
try’s clear goals removing poverty and
improvmg the quality of life for all.
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It is our local government election time in

which a bitter battle is being fought in the

- eThekwini elections and, unfortunately, the

DA has so far attacked all the other political

parties and said very little about themselves.

This is as a result of their being bankrupt of

ideas, because of their chosen refusal to join

the forces of progress in our country.

This week the DA has taken out a full-page

advertisement in the former Indian areas,

stating that a vote for the MP is a vote for the

ANC. They did that in the year ‘2000 and in

the last election. However, the MF’s support

grew, and the DA’s support in the eThekwini

region decreased from 26% to 13%. [Ap-

plause] The people gave them a clear

answer—that there is no place for a negative

political partyina city where the DA has

voted against the delivery budget.

Mr President, we are glad that you high-

lighted the 100th anniversary of Satyagraha,

which commenced in our country, and the

MF wishes that a monument in the form of a

statue and a brief history of the legendary

' life of our honourable Mahatma Gandhi be

built at the place where he first landed.

Before Mahatma Gandhi left the shores of

South Africa, he advised the Indian commu-

' nity not to lose their self-respect and sug-

gested that we identify with themajority.

The MF is identifying with the majority and _

is not concerned with pipsqueaks like the

hon Tony Leon. [Laughten] [Interjections]

I want to place on record a very big thank

you to the DA for campaigning for the MF

and advertising for the MF, because the MF

' has been inundated with calls . . .

The CHIEF WHIP OF
THE OPPOSITION:

Madam Deputy Speaker, on a point of order

—you were listening as I was—the words

used indescribing the hon Leader of the

Opposition are unparliamentary and I ask

that the' speaker be asked to withdraw that

remark. [lnterjections.]
‘

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is . . . I did

hear a word . . . [Interjections.]
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

She used the word “pipsqueak”, and that is

definitely not parliamentary. . . . [Interjec-

tions.] ' ‘

Ms s RAJBALLY: 1 think it iskvery much

parliamentary. ‘ ‘ V

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

. . . and she knows that.

The DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon Gibson, will

you please take your seat. Hon member,

continue.

Ms S RAJBALLY: Madam Speaker, I want

4 to say that the DA has been campaigning for .. I

the MF,advertising for the MF . . .

Mr M .I ELLIS: Madam Deputy Speaker, 0

a point of order . . . .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Ms Rajbally

. . . [Interjections] No, she is not going to be

encouraged to use that word again, because

we just need to study how she used the word

and come back to the House with a ruling.

Mr M J ELLIS: That’s what I was going to

ask you, Madam Deputy Speaker. I’m trying

to find out what your ruling was, because

you simply told her to carry on as if you

didn’t find it unparliamentary. [Interjec-

tions.] We would certainly rule that it was

unparliamentary, Madam
Speaker, and I am

sure that you will find it so as well. [Inter-

jections.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will come back

to the House with a ruling. Hon Rajbally, y

will you please . . .
' »

The MINISTER FOR THE PUBLIC SER-

VICE AND ADMINISTRATION
: Point of

order, Deputy Speaker. I was not sure which

word the hon member was referring to when

he referred to the fact that you were going to

look at the Hansard.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What I will do is

study the whole text.
, ‘

The MINISTER FOR THE PUBLIC SER-

VICE AND ADMINISTRAT
ION: Let him  
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' use the word so that we are clear thatit is the

same word, hon Deputy Speaker. [Laughter.] »

The DEPUTY SPEAKER; No, it’s okay.

We don’t need to repeat anything here. We

will study the Hansard and come back;

We will study the whole text, and anything

unparliamentary will definitely be ruled

against.

MrM J ELLIS: Madam Deputy Speaker, we

are terribly concerned that the hon Minister

_ must be going deaf, because she knows

exactly which word I’m referring to.

[Laughter.] [Interjections]

' The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you please

sit down, hon member. Hon Rajbally?

Ms S RAJBALLY: Thank you, Madam

Deputy Speaker. I want to reiterate that we

thank the DA for campaigning for the MF

and for advertising for the MF. because the

MP has beeninundated with calls . . .

‘ The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member,
you’re not reiterating the use of something

that is still going to be studied? [Interjec- ‘

. tions.] . ,

Ms S RAJBALLY: Madam Deputy Speaker,

can I just say I have the freedom of speech.

[Laughter.] It has been inundated with calls

saying . . . -. ' .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you don’t

have the freedom of speech. It is limited. It

has to be within the Rules. ‘

Ms s RAJBALLY: My time is also limited,
Madam Deputy Speaker. [Laughter.] Can I

please continue? Can I crave your indul-
. gence to say . . . Can I continue?

Madam Deputy Speaker,,the MP is inun-
dated ‘with calls saying that the DA feels

‘ threatened by the MF. I also want to say that
the DA is a democratic alliance. The Minor—
ity Front is MF—it’s not an alliance—and it
can mean “Mighty Front” as well. [Laugh-
ter.] The ANC means African National
Congress, not an alliance with the MF.

Hon President, I now shift our attention to

Iffr 1—.»
4—...i
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more pending issues, such as poverty alle-

viation and secial development. The MP

gladly acknowledges and applauds our suc-

cess and achievements over the past ll years

ofdemocracy, and we embrace the challenge

to deliver to our people an equitable and

better life for all through service delivery

and the firm eradication of poverty.

, We are encouraged by the target of deliver-

ing water, electricity and proper sanitary

facilities to the masses, but many loopholes

exist that hinder this progress. The MP is

especially concerned about the 99 schools in

Johannesburg that face having their water

supply cut owing to outstanding water bills

amounting to Rl3,5 million;

MrM J ELLIS: . . . [Inaudible.] . . . Rajbansi

had his water cut. _ ' v ,

Ms S RAJEALLY: It is all very well to set

.. goals for ourselves . . . Don’t tackle the tiger;

he’ll eat you alive. [Laughter.] [Interjec-

tions.] p '

It is all very well to, set goals for ourselves,

, but efficient and effective management and

skills development need to be intensified to

ensure the maintenance and management of

the sectors adequately. [Interjections] Keep

quiet! ’ ' .

The MF views Asgisa as promising in this

respect, and believes that if it is mechanised

correctly . . . [Interjections]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order,

hon member!
'

Prof B TUROK: I have a point of order,

Madam Deputy Speaker. Do you not think
that the conduct of some members of the DA
there is deliberate disruption of the speaker?
[Interjections.] The points of order, the

yelling and the interventions really are not
designed to help dialogue in the House. They
are designed to disrupt the speaker. I ask you
to rule‘accordingly.

,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, that is
noted, hon Turok. I would like us all, from _
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It is our contention that the political will to

achieve our objective of a better South

. Africa and a better Africa is beyond doubt.

And we can state with confidence that the

goodwill and passion to become a successful

nation is there for all, who are not blind, to

"see. For the majority of South Africans, Mr

President, the future looks bright.

The unfortunate fact is that a small minority

amongst us will always portray a negative

and gloomy future, and claim that it is the

role of any opposition in a vibrant multiparty

democracy to do so. Our major challenge

continues to be to mobilise the nation to

participate in the reconstruction of our coun-

try.

Failure to create a better life is an option that

is not available to the ANC. We must help

translate the Constitution and our laws from

theory into practice so that every man, every

woman and every child takes advantage of

the opportunities South Africa has to offer

and takes pride in being an African.

Comrade President, the clarion call to all

South Africans, I suggest, must be “Know

your rights and be not afraid to exercise

them.” Knowing one’s rights and insisting

on them is but one way of guaranteeing the

dream of “The people shall govern.” Yester—

year, Mr President, Ingrid Jonker wrote:

Die kind is nie dood nie

die kind lig sy vuiste teen sy moeder

wat Afrika skreeu . . . v -

die kind wat net wou speel in die son by

Nyanga is orals _

die kind wat ’n man geword het trek deur

die ganse Afrika v ‘

die kind wat ’n reus geword het reis deur

die hele wéreld

Sonder ’n pas

Comrade President, iyenzeka. [Comrade

President, it is happening] Our revolution-

ary message to all those seeking to build .a

winning nation, especially in this 10th_anm~

vcrsary of the adoption of the Constitution in

South Africa, should be: Knowledge is
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power. Let’s share the knowledge. All power

to the people. [Applause.] ‘

Mr S SIMMONS: Speaker, hon President,

hon Deputy President and hon members, it is

wrltten that the now established practice of

the spelling out of goals and targets has been

welcomed as a form of more open govem—

ment with a heightened emphasis on deliv-

ery.

Although I believe that the hon President is

serious and sincere about achieving all goals

and targets as set out by him, I am, however,,

not convinced that achieving these goals will

be possible given the govemment‘s delivery

record. ‘

The hon members speaking before me have

almost all touched on the problems hamper—

ing full—scale service delivery. It is obviously,

no coincidence that almost everybody re-

ferred to corruption and crime as being

among the most troublesome obstacles in the

way of effective and eflicient delivery, which

in effect will give rise to a true age of hope.

While I acknowledge the achievements

made by govemment, I question the exist-

ence of the so—called Age of Hope. Can we

truly speak of an age of hope while unem—

ployment has risen, while our people are still

living in shacks, while HIV/Aids, suffering.

corruption and crime are the order of the

day?

Hon President, whatever plans are deter-

mined to make South Africa a successful

developing country will crumble if we do

not address the Aids epidemic, for the life

expectancy for South Africans has been

determined at 46 years of age.

Wat nog meer is, ons kan nie op grond van

die feit dat ons ekonornie posrtrewe tekens

_ toon, aanvaar of maak asof die regering van

die dag in sy geheel goed presteer nie.‘

Inteendeel, buiten die ekonomie van Suid-

Afrika is die regering besig om tekens te

toon van mislukking, selfs gemeet aan sy ere

standaarde. (Translation ofAfrik
aans pam-

graplr follows. )  
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[Furthennore, we cannot, based on the fact

that our economy is showing positive signs,

accept or pretend that the current govern:

ment is performing well overall. On the

contrary, with the exception of the South

African economy, the government 15 show-

ing signs of failure, even measured accord-

ing to its own standards]

The United Party of South Africa is of the

opinion that one cannot do the bare mini-

mum and claim to bring hope to the people.

Hope and hopefully a subsequent better life

for all will only be a reality once this

government eradicates what we consider to

be the fundamental problems in government.

I Firstly, every state of the nation address

presented by the hon President over the last

few years has had a set of goals and targets.

The question then is: Are these goals and

targets different from the others? '

I do not think so, because it is evident that

preCious goals and targets have not been

reached. We are therefore in essence getting

the same goals and targets, and therefore,

promises year after year, wrapped in a

. different set of semantics.

Secondly, it has become more and more

apparent that the Presidency is taking away

core responsibilities from various Ministries

by setting specific targets on behalf of these

Ministries.

This, together with the lackin the Ministry’s

ability to articulate what needs to’be done

when these presidential policies have to be

executed, leads to goals and targets not being

achieved. There seems to be too much of a

distance between policy formulation and

. policy execution. Therefore, effectiveness

and efliciency of Ministries need serious

. attention. ‘

Finally, the inability to execute presidential

policy and goals is a direct result of incapac-

ity at all three levels of government. Capac-

‘ ity is not only a question of quantity, ie, are

there enough people to do the jobs, but also a

. question of quality—do we have the right
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,quality people to do the job? Are these

people suitable, experienced and qualified?

Unless this problem ofcapacity is rectified at

all levels of government, no policy, goal or

target—setting will bring hope to our people.

There are many experienced and qualified

South Africans bringing hope in other coun-

tries when they should be bringing hope to

their own country. ‘.

Please, Mr President, let us make a serious

effort to get as many of these people back to

make South Africa a better place for all. Let

us be honest about our failures so that we can

rectify them and give true hope to all South

Africans. Thank you.

Mr D K MALULEKE: Madam Speaker, Mr

President, hon Deputy President, Ministers

and Members of Parliament, I would like to

set the record straight in relation to the

floor-crossing: Our leaving that God-for-

‘ saken outfit, the DA,-had nothing to do with

chequebook politics, but a lot to do with the

visionary leadership of President Thabo

Mbeki that arises from the progressive

policies of the ANC. [Applause]

I repeat; Our leaving that God-forsaken

outfit, the DA, had nothing to do with

chequebook politics but a lot with the

visionary leadership of President Thabo

Mbeki that arises from the progressive

policies of the ANC. [Applause]

The President, in his state of the nation

address, has, following Mr Nelson Mandela,

called on us to seizethe time to define for‘

ourselves what we want to make out of our

shared destiny, mindful of yet notwithstand-

ing the accumulated effects of our historic

burden. _

I ask all members of this august Assembly to

ponder the significance of those words. For

my part, I am persuaded that a major feature

of our shared destiny must be a society in

which black people suffer no more discrimi-

nation. [Applause] In such a society, you

agree, Madam Speaker, - no

i , .
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and seeks popular political power should

discriminate against its black members.

Vanguards of our people, I am sad, I am sad

that more than a decade into' the new

dispensation, there are some who are intent

on preserving white privilege. It should irk

:us that these people are organised into a

political formation that actively seeks black

votes. I ask: Who are those people? Are they

sitting here today?

HON MEMBERS: Yes. ,

Mr D K MALULEKE; Yes, you have

answered correctly. [Applause]

That political formation, the DA, has in its

election campaign posters been accusing the

ANC of racism. As Vile and mean as that

cheap allegation is, I do not intend to here

defend the ANC against it. The ANC’s track

record in fighting racism is well known. and

is arguably unequalled._ Nonetheless, I note

that the DA’s insinuation begs the question, a

common error in logic employed in soph-

istry.

In response to the DA’s propaganda, I have a

few questions. Firstly, is it not strange that

although blacks make up more than 60% of

the DA’s membership, its policy-making

organs. the federal council and congress. are

overwhelmingly white? [Applause]

Secondly, is the DA not embarrassed that

more than a decade into the new dispensa-

tion, no black person has any meaningful

degree of authority within its party? [Inter—

jections.]

Mr M .l ELLIS: How much did they pay

' you?

Mr D K MALULEKE
: 1 am actually amazed

that Donald Lee . . . I am not surprised that

you were singing the praises that you were.

If it were not for the leader, you would not be

sitting there howling. What a shame! [Ap~

plause.]

Thirdly. is it a mark of nonmcialism that all

permanent employees of the DA are white?

[lnterjections] I could elaborate on that: You

look at the research department—all white;

the news department—all white. The only

black person that you may find within that

organisation is a receptionist. What a shame!

[Interjections.]

Fourthly, is it not morally reprehensible that

all nine provincial leaders and nine provin-

cial Chairpersons of the DA are white,

despite the majority of its membership being

black?

Fifthly, why did the DA shun an application

by one of its former black MP5 for a'

management position within its party admin-

istration, despite the application having con—

siderable merit and the applicant offering to

serve without pay?

The answer is very simple—for the simple

reason that the management is completely

white: They could not bear to stand that a

black person could be in a position to take

that. [Interjections]

Sixthly, why has the DA kept in the cooler a

proposal made more than a year ago by some

of its black members for the party to actively

support grassroots black economic empow—

emient? The answer is obvious. They think

that black people do not deserve economic

empowerment. What a shame! [Intetjec-

tions.]

Seventhly, is it not manifestly illiberal, even

unconscionable and racist. for the DA to

foist on its constitution a provision that

ensures that its white members have a far

greater chance of acceding to the

organisation’s leadership positions than its

much more numerous black members? I

have never. to save my life, heard of arty

organisation that determines delegates. to its

federal congress. using votes cast outsrde its

own structure. What is that. if it is not

gatekeeping to make sure that black people

never; get hold of controlling that

organisation. Wh
at a shame! [lnterjections.]

1 am surprised at my brother. sitting over

there. when he almost always cried on my
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shoulder and pointed out to me the racism in

your region, and today finds' it so funny

when I am actually just conscrentismg him

- and making him aware that the next oppor—

tunity that he finds, he should come back

home. [Applause]

Mr W J SEREMANE: [Inaudible.]

Mr D K MALULEKE: Hon Seremane, you

should be the last to speak. I could urge

Madam Speaker to have a ten minute break.

Let us have an inspection in loco. Let us go

to the Marks Building and check the cubicle

in which you would find the chairman ofthe

. organisation, and then go to the DA’s Chief

Whip’s office and look at the difference. That

tells the whole story. [Interjections.] ‘

.
l
; I challenge the DA to a televised debate on

these issues. I thank you. [Applause]

Mr C M MORKEL: Madam Speaker, hon

President, hon Deputy President, Ministers,

colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, the Pro-

gressive Independent Movement views this

year’s state-of—the—nation address as an hon—

» est and sufficiently self-critical appraisal not

only ofthe last 12 months, but also ofthe last

12 years ofour democracy and development.

The seminal moments that led us out of our

bad yesterday to this better day today lays

the foundation for the hope we have of a

great tomorrow. We believe that the glass is

half full and not half empty. We acknow-

ledge all the national heroes «who played

their role in leading us across the mountains

and through the hills beyond the valley of

death and despair of our yesterday to the

fertile plain that we are on, on this better day

today. ‘

Our nation’s Constitution, the product of a

joint national effort is the supreme source of

our political, social and economic values and

principles. Yet, there seems to be some

ideologically charged utterances that should

no longer be part of the debate in a constitu—

tionally grounded developmental state.

Our Constitution demands of us to redress 
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imbalances of the past, and deliver economic

and social freedom through public goods

and services. Our Constitution affirms that

there are imbalances caused by our yester-

day that were present at the time of its

drafting. Although there have been great

developmental strides, many imbalances

still need to be redressed before we can say

that we are all equal, and then we can be

judged on merit and merit alone.

Those With meritorious expertise and expe-

rience can and must make their contribution

to find this balance in the interim. If we have

sworn allegiance to our Constitution, then

we should make our contribution to the

national effort to see all the values and

principles it enshrines translated into tan-

gible public services and goods. We cannot

be selective of which values‘and principles '

we are willing to support or not.

~ Thus the Progressive Independent Move-

ment \vill focus its contribution on ideologi-

cally agnostic solutions to the challenges

that confront all of us today as long as they

- are constitutiOnal. If patriotic South Africans

make their contributions within that context,

then the energy that has been expended to

promote ideological and narrow interests

needs to be and can be refocused on a more

constructive debate around modalities, strat—

egies and tactics, on especially the imple—

mentation of sound policy and the

underspending of the public sector on effi-

cient and effective services.

The call by the President and the Deputy

President for all of us to join the national

efforts through the Accelerated and Shared

Growth Initiative for South Africa can be

heeded without losing one’s political iden-

tity. The PIM is therefore willing to collabo-

rate without being' co-opted. We are

encouraged and inspired by the type of ,

contribution made by the Freedom Front

Plus to the‘skills database, for example,

required by Asgisa. '

The President’s acknowledgement of their

efforts should also encourage other patriotic
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South Africans to similarly make "their con-

, tributions. The PIM publicly commits itself

here today to make its contribution to the

national efforts, as we did during our meet-

ing with the Deputy President on Monday

this week when we discussed Asgisa.

This is the type of forum in which we can,

and will make our ongoing contribution as a

party with alternatives, not simply a party

that wants to oppose. Such developmental

collaboration on a multiparty and

multisectoral basis will be the primary focus

of the PIM to effect positive change. The

PIM as a new political movement has

established itself as a lobbying and advocacy

platform with representation in Parliament.

We now seek to extend our representation

through the elections on 1 March, and

tomorrow, we will unveil our Ideal govem—

ment election manifesto and introduce our

candidates. These are men and women who

are patriotic South Africans, who have not

held political office before, but have already

proven that we care and we can make a

difference. They are ordinary people, com—

munity-builders who want to make their

contribution to the national effort, especially

through local government, our most chal-

lenging service delivery agency as acknowl—

7 edged by the President.~

It is with this mind-set that we will make our

collaborative contribution to achieve the

great tomorrow that we are all so capable of.

Of course, we have constructive criticism of

government. Ours will be focused only on

solutions, not ideological debates and per-

sonal attacks. We will work tirelessly with

all stakeholders to find practical solutions

that address the imbalances of the past and

grow our economy. Where patriotic voices

are not heard, we will lobby for and advocate

their practical solutions as proposals to

government. We do not believe that scream-

ing will get us heard. We have rolled up our

sleeves and, believe me, my sleeves are

rolled up under this jacket, and are ready to

work.

In the next 12 months, we will, as former

President Nelson Mandela said, “seize the

time to define for ourselves what we want to

make of our shared destiny". I thank you.

[Applause] ‘

Mr K O BAPELA: Madam Speaker, Com-

rade President, Comrade Deputy President,

and hon members, June 16 happened 30

years ago in 1976 and, about 10 years later in

1986, about 23 youthswere massacred in

Alexandra in what was later known or

referred to as The Alex Six Days War, from 7

14 February to 19 February. Later, in the-

same year in April, 15 more people were

massacred. As if that was not enough, 9 more . .,

were massacred in June. So, a total of over

45 people were killed in the township of

Alexandra. We’d like to dedicate part of this

speech to their blood that nourished the tree

of liberation.
‘

The youth of that time who were known as

the young lions, including those who per-

ished in 1976 in the course of fighting for our

cherished freedom, shouted one particular

slogan that said, “Forward ever, backwards

never”. As I stand at this podium today, I can

still hear their cry as they shouted the slogan,

“Forward ever, backwards never”. And one

cannot agree more with the President when . .

he said, “Today is better than yesterday and

tomorrow will be even better than today."

And I repeat again, “Forward ever, back-

wards never”.

Yes, indeed, South Africa’s freedom and its

achievements have given hope to the masses

of our people in our country and also to the

people of the continent. And I also say, as we

say, that it is possible for all Africa to hear

the mountains and the hills sing before them.

The youth chanted and sang a freedom song

in solidarity with the people of the world,

calling names of the countries that supported

our revolution, singing praisesabout their

leader. the then President of the African

National CongreSs, Oliver Reginald Tambo.

There was one particular song that  
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symbolised and linked our struggle to the

people of the world that went like this—I am

not going to sing it;

Zambian people, loving nation _

Here we are far away from home.

We shall need you,

we shall love you for the things you have

done for us.

So the song went on. calling names of all

other countries who supported our struggles

such as Angola, Mozambique, Cuba, the

then Soviet Union, Hungary, etc. The free

South Africa has not forgotten what was said

in the song that, “We shall need you and we

shall love you for the things you have done

for us.”

Today we are in the forefront of helping

countries in conflict to attain peace and

prosper like us. These are countries such as

the Democratic Republic of the Congo,

Palestine, Burundi, Cote d’Ivoire, Sudan and '

others that the Minister of Foreign Affairs

mentioned in her speech.

The ANC resolved and declared its commit-

ment to creating a better Africa and a better

just world. And the youth of the time, in

1986, in Alexandra and other townships

said, “Forward ever, backwards never", to a

better South Africa, a better Africa, and a

better world. ‘ ‘

There is no organisation that can deliver on

this expectation except the ANC. We are

aware that it is not going to be easy to

achieve this noble goal, but our resolve and

commitment, coupled with solidarity with

nations and people in all the developing and
developed countries who are continuously
seeking alternatives to unworkable agendas
of the new, liberal and conservative forces,

gives us hope. We welcomethe meeting of
. the progressive governments as a step in the
right direction in seeking alternatives and
solutions to the reactionary agendas pres—
ently dominating our societies.

1 recently attended the Socialist International
Councrl in Athens, Greece, representing the
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ANC, in which we elected the new President

of the Socialist lntemational Council, Com-

rade George Papendreou. He said this in his

acceptance speech, and I want to quote:

First and foremost, liberals, new liberals,

conservatives and rightwing try to impose

their values on the world. We progressive

forces, socialists and social democrats

attempt to unite people around our values.

We are not imposing them. They speak of

fear; we speak of security. They speak

of halls; We speak of bridges. They speak

of clashes; we speak of dialogue. They

speak of free markets; we speak of free

people. They speak of good and bad

nations, good or bad religions; we speak

of good or bad policies. They speak about

» the war on terror; we speak about terror on

violence. They speak tocapture emotions

through fear; we speak to liberate emo~

tions through sincerity. They speak of

adapting people to globalisation; we

speak of adapting globalisation to people.

They speak of the God above; we speak of

the God within every human being. They

speak about a smaller state but mean a

bigger state that benefits the few; we

speak about different states and mean one

that empowers many. Theirs is politics of

contentment; ours is politics of knowl-

edge. They believe in long working hours;

we believe in creative work. When they

speak of protection] from terror, they often

mean taking our freedoms. When we

speak of protection from terror, we mean

strengthening our democracies and free-

doms. '

I am not referring to Comrade Terror here.

[Laughten] '

Comrade President, in pursuance of the
,dream of a better Africa, as you alluded in
the state of the nation address, it is to
strengthen the African Union and the accel-
eration of the process of the implementation
of the Nepad programmes. And you further
said, in this context, we needed to ensure and
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conduct a successful assessment process as

we prepare our national report on the Africa

Peer Review. -

Parliament has played a role in the PRM

process and has solicited submissions based

on the questionnaire from various stakehold-

ers in the society, held public hearings of

sectors and stakeholders in most provinces,

visited communities in both urban and rural

areas in all provinces in which about 9 000

people participated, and we are ready to

adopt the final report in a Joint Sitting next

week. We will be submitting it to the focal

point as agreed. ' ’

President, we want to indicate here that you

must be aware that, throughout the world,

parliaments are also beginning to be more

involved in international relations and poli-

tics. To quote from a submission Towards a

Global Parliament written by Richard Falk,

Professor of International Law and Practice

at Woodrow Wilson, he said:

One crucial aspect of the rising disaffec-

tion with globalisation is the lack of

citizen participation in the global institu-

tions that shape people’s lives. The public

frustration is deeper and broader than the

recent city street demonstrations in Seattle

and Prague, but to date, these parties have

clearly not articulated a general vision of

how best to integrate a public role into the

international system. ’

The concern in raising the role of the

parliaments in international relations—and I

hope this issue will then be taken further—is

that some amongst the heads of states, and in

particular I will give a reference to the

SADC region, for whatever reasons, see no

comfort with the SADC parliamentary fo~

rum becoming a parliament. I hope, there—

fore, that the delegation of the SADC

Parliamentary Foru
m that met with you also

expressed that the exchange was quite use-

ful, and that they were quite happy with the

responses that they got from you.

And therefore I hope that the heads of states

will then begin to look at this matter as is the

case in Africa and as would be the case in the

United Nations, where the debate will then

be occurring in terms of creating a parlia-

mentary assembly in the future.

Finally, we will be considering fortning

parliamentary friendship groups with tar-

geted strategic parliaments, informed by the

programme on South-to-South co-operation,

North-South interactions, as well as the

programme on Africa and also to intensify

our observations of the elections.

And then also we, as a Parliament, will be.

designing a new oversight model in which

we will then begin to improve the manner in

which Parliament has been doing oversight

in the past decade. In the new decade that we

have already started, we will then be in a

position to begin to ensure therefore that‘

oversight indeed does achieve the desired

results of ensuring that there is delivery on

all the programmes that we have said that

people will be receiving.

In concluding my speech, we are hopeful

and confident that a better world is possible,

and as the young lions said at the time,

“Forward ever, backwards never”, for to-

morrow will indeed bring a better day than

today, and only the ANC can deliver on that

better tomorrow. And one cannot agree more ’

with an African proverb that says, “If you

Want to travel fast, travel alone. If you want,

to' travel far, travel together. Ke a leboga.

[Thank you.) [Applause] [Interjections.]

Madam Speaker, I just want to check with

you whether it is parliamentary that the hon

Gibson should speak on behalf of a party

which we have been taught is racist. Is that

parliamentary?
.

The SPEAKER: The hon Gibson is an hon

member of this House, and has a right to

speak.

Mr D H M GIBSON: Mr Bapela thinks he is

being funny. They didn’t laugh as much as

you expected them to. [Laughten]
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Madam Speaker, the hon Mr Maluleke, after

he left the ACDP, joined the DA and he spent

12 years with us. He was treated with respect

by us. He was supported by . . .

Mr D K MALULEKE: Madam Speaker, on

a point of order. I would urge the hon

member not to mislead the House. He came

to my house when I was peacefully Sitting

there, and dragged me into the mess that I ‘

found myself in.

The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order.

Proceed, hon Gibson. [Interjections.]

Mr D H M GIBSON: I recruited him into the

Democratic Party, I treated him with respect

1' and I supported him in every single office he

stood for. [Interjections.] He is a very

ambitious man. He stood for everything that

was going. [Interjections] Never once did

he raise any of these problems in the

councils in which he served. [Interjections.] ‘

But, of course, now he has to sing ~

[Interjections];

The SPEAKER: Orderl’rHon members, let

the hon member address the House. 0

Mr D H M GIBSON: Mr Maluleke now, of

course, has to sing for his supper. What

disconcens me is to find out how much he

hates me, and how much he hates his former

colleagues and friends. [Interjections] All I

' can say to you, Dan, is: “Shame on you.”

[Interjections]

Mr President, the new policy of the Acceler-

ated and Shared Growth Initiative for South
Africa is virtually on all fours ‘with the

economic policy which the DA has pro-
moted for many years. Our policy is entitled
“It’s all about jobs”, and that is notjobs for

, pals or cronies or family; it’s jobs for our
people. What I am saying is that the empha-
srs 15 therefore exactly on what Mr Cronin
was at pains to emphasise: It has got to be
shared. I want to say, Mr President, that we ,
support your efforts at promoting growth.

ProfessonTurok objected to the fact that a
DA publication, paid for by the party,
contained a lot of photographs of Mr Tony
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Leon. [Interjections.] His public support and

standing and public approval are even higher

than that of the DA. We therefore regard him

as a vote winner, and that is why we use his

picture in documents. [Interjections]

The DA publication was contrasted with one

paid for by the taxpayer with one photograph

of the President. The taxpayer is also paying

for the CD and the booklet dealing with the

President’s speech. But, of course, the hon

Turok was silent about the poem about the

President, also paid for by the taxpayer.

Let me quote from some of it. It says:

Hail Thabo Mbeki our hero

Roar, Oh lion of South Africa

You the famous and revered . . .

[Inteijections] It goes on, Madam.

It says: '

When you smile eVen the birds of South

Africa ' ‘ ' '

Sing, rejoicing‘for the hero f ‘

[Applause.]

No wonder Mr Turok conveniently forgot

about that. [Interjections]

Can you imagine what thisHouse would say
if we brought out a poem saying this about

Tony Leon? [Interjections] .

Certain speakers in this debate were desper— .
ate to prove their own credentials in the ANC

by trying to prove that the DA is a racist
organisation. [Interjections] The , hon
Annelize’ Van Wyk had the cheek to throw at
us something about the National Party in the
past. She has forgotten that she was a loyal
member, of the NP, the heir to apartheid.

[Interjections] She was a loyal and disci-
plined cadre of the Nats, and then she was a
loyal and disciplined cadre of the UDM, and
now she is a loyal and disciplined cadre of
the ANC. [Intetjections] She has obviously
forgotten the Africanist campaign conducted
in this very province when they were busy
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getting rid of Mr Rasool. Who can forget the

plaintive words of Mr Rasool who said, and

I quote: > '

The most hurtful thing that these nameless

people in the ANC have said about me is

that I am tolerated as the leader of the

ANC because I am Coloured. '

That’s what he said. That’s not what I say.

What I want to say to you, Madam Speaker,

is that these nameless people weren’t some

sort of a little fringe in the ANC. They were

the majority. They were the people who were

mobilised by Mr Slavatcha to get rid of Mr

Rasool. So, instead of coming here and

shrieking at the DA, the hon Annelizé Van

Wyk should rather go to ANC meetings in

this province, and go and shriek at them

about their racism. '

The hon Leader of the Opposition and I

travelled to China last year as guests of the

People’s Republic, and we went to a factory

where there was a big slogan on the wall,

which was translated for me——this is in

Communist China—and it said, “If you do

not work harder today, you will work harder

tomorrow looking for another job”.

That’s why the Communists like that so

much, and the ANC has taken a leaf out of

their book, because the posters‘ all‘ say,

“Work better", but they’re telling the people

of South Africa, “Work better, vote ANC”..

What they should be doing is saying to the .

Cabinet and to the govemment and to the

councillors, “Work better, because if you

don‘t work better today, tomorrow you’ll

work better and much harder looking for

anotherjob.” [Interjections]

It’s time the voters of South Africa punished

the ANC for the deficiencies and the bad

government we‘ve had. [InterjectionsJ

Mr S E ASlYA: Hon Speaker, I want to ask

whether it is parliamentary and according to

the Rules of this House for an hon member

to speak about members who are not mem-

bers of this House, who cannot respond and

defend themselves as members of this

House?

The SPEAKER: Whom did the hon member

talk about? [Interjections.]

Mr S E ASIYA; The hon member raised the

names of Premier Rasool and Mr'Mcebisi

Skwatcha, who are not members of this

House. . L

The SPEAKER: Yes, hon member. Gener-

ally, people do refer to people outside, but if

they do so derogaton'ly, we would then have

to look at what to do about that.

Mr D H M GIBSON: Madam, we have got

freedom of speech in this House. That hon.

. member doesn’t know about it, because he is

not used to it.

The SPEAKER: Hon member, your time

expired long ago.

Mr D HM GIBSON: My watch says I‘ve got

38 seconds, Madam. [Interjections]

The SPEAKER: No.

Mr D H M GIBSON: All right, I haven’t got

freedom to carry on speaking. Thank you.

The SPEAKER: You’ve taken up 38 seconds

beyond your time. [Interjections]

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Madam

Speaker, Mr President, Madam Deputy

President, it is the President’s prerogative to

reply to this debate. but Mr President, I hope

you will allow me a few remarks.

Firstly, Mr Gibson, you should be in the

cubicle, Give Mr Seretnane the office.

please. [lnterjections] We saw this after-

noon that there is nothing more sobering

than the witness of a former insider. [Inter-

jections.] A sobering truth has been told. The

hon Coetzee had to be ordered to stand up

' and speak, and he dropped his speech. You

could see. He could hardly speak. What he

did not do was that he did not asstst us by  
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addressing the following questions, which

arose from the remarks that he was referring

to. ' * '

The first question is: Did hon Leon express

admiration when writing for the SANDF?

Two, did hon Leon ever say there were

forms of political prisoner treatment that

were all right? Three, did hon Leon ever say

it’s okay for him to lead an exclusive and

excluding party? , ‘

Mr D H M GIBSON: No, he never said that.

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION: If the

answer, is yes to any of these apparently

recorded factual matters, then, hon Coetzee,

your discussion in your caucus tomorrow

. should be about whether you should respect

. your leader. [Applause]

Mr President, there is a groundswell of

support from millions of South Africans who

have accepted that they can and will act to .

give practical meaning to the challenge of

giving expression .to our shared destiny.

Sadly, all we have heard from the opposition

leadership is a whinge here and a 'whine

there. ' ‘

Listening to the debate reminded me very

strongly about some of the bitter irony of the

magnanimous settlement the liberation

movement agreed to after years of struggle.

It is indeed most peculiar to have opposition

party members stand here and pontificate in

false. morality about the challenges and

impediments that face our government and

the people of South Africa.

Strange, because many of the rebom purists

had the power to effect change at many
points in their privileged lives in apartheid
South Africa. When push camerto shove,
they did not fight for freedom. They stood
back and left the battle to the ANC. [Ap~
plause.] _

As student leaders on campuses, as army
recruits, as former MECs of education, as
heads of apartheid—created bodies, they had a
moment when they could have signalled
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their intent to work for freedom, but sadly,

they missed the moment and failed to heed

the call to be freedom fighters.

Today and yesterday, they have sought to

impose on this government the badge of

failure, the stain of false accusations, be-

cause they know they failed the people, and

the ANC led the people to freedom. [Ap-

plause.]

These reborn failures of history, the cause of

much of the awful legacy we deal with

today, should admit their culpability grace-

fully, and have the moral courage to say to

the ANC: Thank you for doing what I could

not do. Thank you, ANC. Thank you, Presi-

dent Mbeki. They cannot be so brave, and

we all know why—lack of vision, lack of

purpose, and a lack of engagement with the

real challenge facing South Africa.

We have a vision. We have purpose. We are

engaged. Further, we firmly believe that

along with the gobdwill of the millions who

do believe that we have a shared destiny, we

will be able to create a society that grows its

economy, and that shares its wealth, and that

allows each person the opportunity to realise

their fullest potential. .

We hold the view that each day, inexorably,

South Africans are building a firm founda-

tion for entrenching those elements of social

action that confirm South Africa’s desire to

strive toward and arrive at a shared destiny.

You, Mr President, lead that march. [Ap4

plause.] '

I would like to read an extract from the

January edition of Africa Today:

We have continued therefore to use Africa

Today to help promote democracy, human
rights and the rule of law agenda in Africa.
We continue to use the magazine to put
pressure on Africa governments to do
away with corruption, invest more in their
people and improve the hiking standard
and general development of their coun-
tries. We continue to pay tribute to those  
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leaders who are doing the right things for

their people and countries. That is why we

decided to introduce as from this year the

Africa Man of the Year Award. '

This first one has gone to the President of

South Africa, Thabo Mbcki.

[Applause]

Our editors have chosen him because of

the astute manner with which he has

continued to govern his country,.his ef-

forts in bridging the gap between the rich.

mostly white, and poor, mostly black

South Africans. Most importantly, our

editors have been impressed by the way

he handled the issue of his erstwhile

deputy and hitherto heir apparent Jacob

Zuma, who has been charged with corrup-

tion and rape;

The hon members thought I wouldn't be

brave enough to read thelwhole quote. They

knew of it, but didn’t want to read it in this

House, because they won’t acknowledge our

President’s leadership in our country and on

the continent. [Applause]

Mr President, you have issued a challenge to

South Africa. What will she and her people

make of this moment in history? Will they

Wail like the banshee, destroying all in its

wake, or will they grasp life from the

glen'ous opportunity offered by our shared

destiny? ‘ ‘ ‘

Unity in purpose, such as that suggested by

the President, requires agreement on the

direction our country pursues. Various opin~

ion polls have shown there is agreement on

our economic progress. We will intensify our

efforts at ensuring shared enjoyment of the

fruits of economic groivth. We are commit-

ted, as the President stated, to supporting

small business to grow. to encouraging

micro-industries to flourish, and to promot-

ing business activities that enhance ex-

panded access rather than‘ narrow

acquisition.

This approach does not imply, as the oppo-
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sition assumes, that black businesspeople

should be the only ones who share opportu-

nity. All private sector actors should begin

exploring and indicating how they intend to

distnbute access to wealth through new

share ownership, through creating jobs, and

through supporting skills training in the ,

workplace.

The women of South Africa are encouraged

by the opportunities suggested by the Accel-

erated and Shared Growth Initiative for

South Africa. We believe, to make a real

difference in growth, women must be at the

centre of economic activity. The inclusion of '

women, their empowerment and business

skills will create a force for building a new

South Africa that will be immeasurable in its

positive impact.

We are always told that business is the best at

wealth creation. Business in South Africa

now has a chance to accelerate the creation

of real wealth for all.

We will, of course, have to ensure that we

provide South Africans with quality educa«

tion and training if we are to succeed in all

our endeavours. The changes we have made

in the past 12 years have been directed at

promoting quality, and many of the policies

we have set out have had a positive impact,

but we are the first to acknowledge that there

are enormous challenges, but, of course, if

we had all the answers, we would have done

better as former MECs, former homeland

leaders, and former administrators of apart-

heid. [Interjections.]

We are building classrooms and schools as

quickly as we can. We are training teachers

better. We are working with experienced

teachers to develop cutting edge curricula

and assessment tools. Further, we intend to

revolutionise artisanal and technical and

service skills trainingthrough ourcollegcs

of further education and training.

The reeapitalisation process will modemise

the colleges and our partners wrth sector

education and training authontres and the
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Umsobomvu Youth Fund will expand the

skills pool in South Africa.

Belief in a shared destiny requires all to feel

they’re worth something in our society. ThlS

means skill oppOrtunities should not stop at

formal institutions. We must offer men and

women in our villages, literacy on their

doorstep. We must recapture thousands of

marginalised youths in the centre of society. ‘

We must utilise all available vacant space for

engendering a skills opportunity revolution

in South Africa. That, Mr President, will

convince millions that we are making some-

thing of our shared destiny.

Sharing, however, occurs between people.

The Deputy President has initiated wide-

ranging and inclusive consultations in the

work she has done to put meat into Asgisa.

That process has created significant stake-'

holder buy-in to'the emerging proposals.

Partnerships will be absolutely vital in the

leadership role we must'assume in creating

this affinnation of our shared vision.

Again, our government has based much of

its actions, since the advent of democracy,

on the securing and nurturing of partnerships

with civil society organisations. The Depart—

ments of Health and Social Development

have been especially. exemplary in this

regard. Both departments support and are

supported through firm relationships with

' nongovernmental organisations and commu-

nity-based organisations; They are able.to
work with thousands of community—based
workers, because this government and the
post—1994 govemment have the mass-based
legitimacy that allows for such partnerships,
a legitimacy the DA doesn’t have and never

‘ will have.

Nongovernmental organisations working
wrth government are a vital resource in our
promotion of social upliftment and progres~

ysive ideas. Making good on our shared
destiny requires strong links with social
partners. '

* ‘

Moporesidente, 0 re thusitse ka tiro ya gago
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ya go aga Aforika Borwa. O simolotse

tsamaiso e e re kopanyang le batho ba

Aforika Borwa ka tsela e e ba nayang

lentswe le seriti. Mmuso wa gago ke wa

ntlha go dira selo se sentlejana. Fa re bua ka

tshwaragano, batho baa re reetsa. Baa itse

gore re bua ka eng. Fa re na le bona, re bua

gore tswelelopele e tlhoka mabogo otlhe,

baa re tlhaloganya ka lebaka la gago. Re a go

leboga Tautona ka tiro eo. (Translation of

Scrswana'paragraph follows.)

[Mr President, you helped us by transform—

ing South Africa. This process united South

Africans in one voice and gave them dignity.

This is the first government of its kind.

When we speak of unity, people listen. They

know what we are speaking about. We tell

them unity is strength and they understand

us, all because of you. Thank you, President,

for doing that.] '

" The people of South Africa believe that we

can make a success of what we have.

Madam Speaker, Mr President posed a

challenge to us all last week, a challenge the

opposition have failed to respond to because

they do not believe that we have a shared

destiny. I am sure, Mr President, you are also

challenging us, in the same vein, to confront

the impediments that could lead to regres-

sron. ‘

The first‘impediment remains the signs of a

society still shaped and sometimes polarised

, by race—those court cases, when you re-

ferred to the judiciary, where some lives

seem worthy of hefty sentences, while other
lives merit short prison terms.

As you have seen illustrated by the empty
politics of Mr Lee, sectarianism is alive and
well. in the DA and.i_n South Africa. We
believe, importantly, that when we speak of
transformation of the judiciary, we should
not, limit that transformation to a mere
reflection on the judges, which is what is
often done. /

'

It’s a full service analysis and transformation
that must occur: The prosecutorial services
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and how they address the role they must play

In courts in ensuring cases are properly

heard, properly addressed and properly con- '

cluded; the Police Services, in supporting

with evidence that can be held up in court;

the judges, certainly, executing their man-

date. It’s not about judges; it’s not about

interference. It’s about a change that must

occur, a change for justice. [Applause]

A second impediment is the persistence of

sexual abuse and violence against women as

the most vulnerable in our society. Standing

here, pointing fingers at government, as

some do, will not protect women. Urging our

congregations and communities to reject

violence actively would be a good beginning

to helping the new vision the . President

referred to. It is impossible for women to

feel included if they are afraid or unsafe. It is

in our communities where the violence

occurs. It is in our communities where we

must speak out, and not pontificate at this

podium only. ‘

,A third impediment lies in» exclusionary

institutional cultures. Every institution has a

role to play in shaping our society. .The

institutions promoting democracy, our judi—

ciary, our universities, religious institutions,

our schools, winning sports teams—not los-

ing ones—all have a role to play in deliver-

ing the vision the President has placed

before us: A South Africa acting as one to

make a'success of the opportunities created

by our hard-fought freedom.

The children of 1976, who stood before

bullets, unseeing because of teargas; the

women of 1956, marching to'challenge

racism; the leaders of South-Africa, the

treason trialists, standing before unjust

courts; all these and many more we shall

honour this year, stood and did these things

of courage because they believed, correctly,

that a‘shared destiny was the only path that

would assure South Africa peace, prosperity

and success. I thank you. [Applause]

The SPEAKER: That concludes the debate

for today. The President will reply tomoré

row.
. ' .

CONSIDERATION OF NOMINATION

OF JUDGE HERBERT QEDUSIZI

, MSIMANG TO SERVE ON

ELECTORAL COMMISSION

There was no debate.

Mr M J ELLIS: Madam Speaker, there are

no objections from the DA.

The SPEAKER: There are no objections,

hon members. .

I would like to remind hon members that,

because of section 6(2)(c) of the Electoral .

Commission Act of 1996, we do have to

register our votes. For appointment to serve

on the Electoral Commission, the nomina-

tion must be approved by a majority of

members of the Assembly.

Although a division has not been demanded, .

members are requested to record their sup-

port for the nomination. The bells will be

' rung for one minute.

Question put: That the nomination of Judge

Herbert Qedusizi Msimang to serve on the

Electoral Commission be approved.

AYES—260: Abram, S; Ainslie, A R;

Anthony, T G; Arendse, J D; Asiya. S E;

Asmal, A K; Baloyi,‘ M R; Bapela, K O;

Bekker, H J; Benjamin, J; Beukman. F;

Bhamjee, Y S; Bhengu, F; Bhengu, M J;

Bhengu, P; Bloem, D V; Blose, H M;

Bogopane-Zulu, H I; Bonhomme, T J; Booi,

M S; Botha, N G W; Burgess, C V;

Buthelezi, M G; Cachalia, I M; Carrim, Y I;

Cele, M A; Chalmers. J; Chang, E S;

Chauke, H P; Chikunga, L S; Chohan-Khota,

F I; Combrinck, J J; Cronin, J P; Cupido, H

B; Cwele, S C; Dambuza, B N; Davies, R H;

De Lange, J H; Diale, L N; Didiza, A T;

Dithebe, S L; Dlali, D M; Dlamini—Zuma. N

C; Dodovu, T S; Doidgc, G Q M; Du Toit. D

C; Ellis, M J; Erwin, A; Fihla, N B; Frolick,

.C T; Fubbs, J L; Gaum,A H; Gcwabaza, N
E;

George, M E; Gerber, PA; Gibson, D H M;

Gigaba, K M
N; Gomomo, P J; Gomwe, M

T; Green, LM; Greyling, C H F; Gumede, D

M; Guniede, M M; Gxowa, N B; Hanekom.  
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D A; Hangana, N E; Holomisa, S P; Huang,

S; Jacobus, L; Jeffery, J H; Johnson, C B;

Johnson, M; Kasienyane, O R; Kasrils, R;

Kati, Z J; Kekana, C D; Khoarai, L P;

Kholwane, S E; Khumalo, K K; Khumalo, K

M; Khumalo, M S; Khunou, N P; Komphela,

B M; Kondlo, N C; Koomhof, G W; Kotwal,

Z; Landers, L T; Lekgetho, G; Lekota, M G

P; Likotsi, M T; Lishivha, T E; LOuw,lT J;

Louw. S K; Lucas, E J; Ludwabe, C I;

Luthuli, A N; Maake, J J; Mabandla, B S;

Mabe, L L; h’labuyakhulu, D V; Madella, A

F; Madlala-Routledge, N C; Maduma, L D;

,Madumise, M.M; Magwanishe,‘ G B;

Mahlangu-Nkabinde, G L; Mahlawe, N M;

Mahomed, F; Mahote, S; Maine, M S; Maja,

S J; Makasi, X C; Makgate, M W; Malahlela,

M J; Maloney, L; Maloyi, P D N; Maluleka,

H P; Maluleke, D K; Manana, M N S;

Mapisa-Nqakula, N N; Martins, B A D;

Mashangoane, P R; Mashiane, L‘ M;

Mashigo, R J; Mashile, B L; Masutha, T M;

‘ Mathebe, P M; Mathibela, N F; Matlala, M

H; Matsemela, M L; Matsepe—Casaburri, IF;

Matsomela, M J J; Maunye, M M; Mayatula,

S M; Maziya, A M; Mbombo, N D; Meruti,

M V; Mgabadeli, H C; Mkhize, Z S;

Mlangeni, A; Mngomezulu, G P; Mnguni, B

A; Mnyandu, B J; Moatshe, M S;

Modisenyane, L J; Mofokeng, T R; Mogale,

O M; Mogase, I D; Mohamed, I J;

Mohlaloga, M R; Mokoena, A D; Mokoto, N

'R; Molefe, C T; Moloto, K A; Monareng, O

E; Montsitsi, S D; Moonsamy, K; Morobi, D

M; Morutoa, M‘R; Morwamoche, K W;

Mosala, B G; Moss, L N; Moss, M 'I;

‘ Motubatse—Hounkpatin, S D; Mshudnlu, S

A; Mthembu, B; Mtshali, E; Mzondeki, M J

G; Ndlovu, V B; Ndou, R S; Ndzanga, R A;

Nefolovhodwe, P J; Ne], A C; Nene, N M'
e

.Newhoudt-Druchen, W S; Ngaleka, E;
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Ngcengwane, N D; Ngcobo, B T; Ngcobo, E

N N; Ngele, N J; Ngema, M V; NgWenya, M

L; ‘Ngwenya, W; - Nhlengethwa, D G;

Njikelana, S J; Njobe, M AA; Nkabinde, N

C; Nkem-Abonta, E; Nkuna, C; Nogumla, R

Z; Nonkonyana, M; Nqakula, C; Ntuli, M

M; Ntuli, R S; Ntuli, S B; qumalo, M D;

qumalo, S N; Nzimande, L P M; Oliphant,

G G; Oosthuizen, G‘C; Padayachie, R L;

Pahad, A G H; Pahad, E G; Pandor, G N M;

Phadagi, M G; Phungula, J P; Pieterse, R D;

Radebe, B A; Ramakaba-Lesiea, M M;

Ramgobin, M; Ramodibe, D M; Ramphele,

T D H; Rasmeni, S M; Reid, L R R;

Rwexana,-S P; Saloojee, E; Schneemann,'G

D; Schippers, J; Schoeman, E A; Sefularo,

M; September, C C; Seremane, W J;

Shabangu, S; Sibande, M P; Sibanyoni, J B;

Siboza, S; Sibuyana, M W; Sigcau, Sylvia

N; Sikakane, M R; Simmons, S; Sithole, D J;

Skhosana, W M; Smith,‘V G; Solo, B M;

Solomon, G; Sonjica, B P; Sonto, M R;

' Sosibo, J E; Sotyu,’ M M; Surty, M E;

' Thabethe, E; Tinto, B; Tobias, TV; T010, LJ;

Tsenoli, S L; Tshabalala—Msimang, M E;

Tshwete, P; Turok, B; Vadi, I; Van den

Heever, R PZ; Van der Merwe, J H; Van der

Merwe, S C; Van Wyk, Annelizé; Vezi, T E;

Vundisa, S S; Wang, Y; Xolo, E T; Yengeni,

L E; Zita, L; Zulu, B Z. ' ,

Question agreed to.

Nomination accordingly agreed to in accor-

dance with section 6(2)(c) of the Electoral

Commission Act, 1996.

The SPEAKER: Hon members, the recom‘

mendation .by the Assembly that Judge

Msimang be appointed will be forwarded to

the President. '

The House adjourned at 19:03.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONA

ASSEMBLY ‘

The House met at 14:03..

The Speaker took the Chair and requested

members to observe a moment of silence for

prayers or meditation.

The SPEAKER: Hon members, -I wish to

take this opportunity to acknowledge the

presence on the gallery of hon Ministers

from various African countries. Hon Minis-

ters, you are welcome to our Parliament.

[Applause] ’ '

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

(Resumption of Debate on Subject for

Discussion)

The PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC:

Madam Speaker, Deputy. Speaker, hon

Deputy President, hon Ministers, hon

Deputy Ministers, hon Members of Parlia-

ment, leaders of political parties, ladies and

gentlemen, I’d like to join the Speaker in

welcoming and acknowledging the African

Ministers‘of mining who have joined us after

their deliberations at the African Mining

Partnership meeting this week. Indeed, this

is an important partnership and an important ‘

forum for collaboration by African countries

to develop common positions on' issues

facing the mining sector on our continent. 1

do hope that you had fruitful discussions. I

see thatthe Dean of the Diplomatic Corps

has joined you and made himself a mining

Minister also. welcome. [Applause]

I’d also like to mention some of our stalwarts

of the struggle who are up there. Some of our

women leaders who served in prisondunng

the struggle against apartheid are here and'

are welcome. [Applause]

On 30 September 2005 a Danish newspaper.

Jyllamls—Posten, published 12 cartoonsde—

picting the prophet Mohammed'in various
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guises. Some of these directly associated the

prophet, and therefore Islam. with terrorism.

According to press reports, one of these

cartoons depicts the prophet with a bomb in

his turban, with a lit fuse and the Islamic

creed written on the bomb. Another depicts

the prophet standing on a cloud, greeting

dead suicide bombers with the words:

“Stop, stop, we have run out of virgins!"

This is an allusion to the promised reward to

martyrs.

The publication of these cartoons has led to .

angry Muslim demonstrations in many

countries, including our own today, with

some of them including violence that has

resulted in the burning of Danish and other

diplomatic chanceries.

The global Muslim community has de-

nounced both the fact of the representation

of the image of the prophet Mohammad,

which Islam prohibits,,deeming it blasphe-

mous, and his representation as a terrorist.

Those who have published and support

the publication of the cartoons argue that

such publication was and is a legitimate

exercise of the important democratic right to

freedom of speech.

In this regard the culture editor of the

newspaper wrote:

The modern, secular society is rejected by

some Muslims. They demand a special

position, insisting on special consider-

ation of their own religious feelings. It is

incompatible with contemporary democ—

racy and freedom of speech, where you

must be ready to put up with insults,

mockery and ridicule. It is certainly not .

always attractive and nice to look at. and it

does not mean that religious feelings

should be made fun of at any price, but

that is of minor importance in the present

context... We are on our way to a

slippery slope where no-0ne can tell how  
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the self—censorship will end. That is why

the Atlantis-Poster: has invited members

of the Danish editorial cartoonists union

to draw Mohammed as they see him.

Our Constitution entrenches the right to

freedom ofspeech and I am certain that all of

us in this House, and our people as a whole,

respect this right and would do everything

- 7 possible to protect and defend it. At the same

time, our Constitution also entrenches the

right to freedom of religion, belief and

opinion, and I am equally certain that all of

us in this House, and our people as a whole,

respect this right and would do everything

possible to protect and defend it. ’

With regard to freedom of expression in this

_ conteXt, our Constitutiontsays that the right

to freedom of expression does not extend to

advocacy of hatred that is based on race,

ethnicity, gender or religion and that consti-

tutes incitement to cause harm.

\Vtth regard to the issue of the publication of

the Danish cartoons in our country, our

courts have already taken the decision that

this should not be done, presumably basing

themselves on the constitutional and legal

prescripts that are binding on all of us.

However, it is clear that this judgement

would not end the debate in our country,

which, in its narrowest terms, relates to the

balance‘between the right to’ freedom of

speech and the tight to freedom of religion.

Naturally, we must defend everybody’s tight‘
to participate in this debate peacefully.

In this regard, I would like to join the
Secretary-General of theUnited Nations. Mr
Kofi Annan, and other leaders across the
world who have appealed to everybody
concerned, not to engage in acts of violence
such as those that resulted in the destruction
of the Danish diplomatic missions in
Damascus and Beirut. In this context, Kofi
Annan drew

publication ofthe cartoons.

Inan editorial entitled Honourable Fellow
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‘ Danish newspaper had apologisedfor the
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Citizens of the Muslim World, the editor-in-

chief of the newspaper said:

In our opinion, the 12 drawings were

sober. They were not intended to be

offensive, nor were they at variance with

Danish law, but they have indisputably

olIendcd many Muslims, for which we

apologise. Maybe, because of culturally

based misunderstandings, the initiative to

publish the 12 drawings has been inter-

preted as a campaign against Muslims in

Denmark and the rest of the world.

I must categorically dismiss such an

interpretation because of the very fact that

we are strong proponents of the freedom

of religion, and because we respect the

right of any human being to practise his or

her religion, offending anybody ’on the

grounds of the their religious beliefs is

unthinkable to us. That this happened was,

consequently, unintentional.

It is the wish of Jyllands-Posten that

' various ethnic groups should live in peace

and harmony with each other and that the

debates and disagreements which will

always exist in a dynamic society should

do so in an atmosphere of mutual respect.

Earlier the British newspaper, The Indepen-

dent, had said in its own editorial:

While we defend Jyllana's—Postens tight

to publish, we also question its editorial

judgement. It is not a decision we intend to

emulate. This newspaper could have pub-

lished the photOs at the centre of this row

to make a pointabout free speech 7., as
newspapers in Germany, France, Italy and

Spain have done —— but we believe this

would have been a rather cheap gesture.
There is no merit in causing gratuitous-
offence, as these cartoons undoubtedly do.
We believe it is possible to demonstrate
our commitment to the principle of free
speech in more sensible ways.

Some of the European media have gone
beyond_the narrow but important debate
concemtng the rights to freedom of speech
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andfrcedom of religion, to discuss What they

vrewed as a matter of serious concern,

relating to the rise of racism in Denmark. In

‘this regard. in its ENAR Shadow Report

2004 Denmark, partly funded by the EU, the

European Network Against Racism‘said:

Populist political statements and distorted

media coverage have not helped to better

the situation of rising racial tensions in

Denmark. Politicians hide behind free—

dom of speech to get away with the most

hateful propaganda against certain

groups, while the media holds the micro-

phone.

[Applause]

Mainstream media not only indulge in the

generalisation of minorities but are also

steadfast in denying any responsibility in

creating an atmosphere in which racism

thrives. '

The ongoing propaganda against Islam is

aided by many writers, commentators and

academics who use their freedom of speech

to write what they like, and often in deroga-

tory and insulting language. One such so-

called historian is Lars Hedegaard. He is the

former editor-in-chief of the most progres—

, sive newspaper in Denmark. Infornmtion.

and a permanent contributor to two national

newspapers. He has specialised in comment—

ing on anything and everything which has to

do with Islam. One of his statements to a

ri ght—wing newspaper, .lyllaer-Posten. says

a lot about his mental picture. It quotes him

as saying: “Islam is even more totalitarian

than Nazism. Nazis did. not demand that

people should grow a Hitler-type moustache.

Islam interferes in every aspect of life, right

from dress to eating habit”.

The ENAR Report also quotes KarenWren.

whom it describes as a British academic with

a lifelong relationship with Denmark and

many years of experience, researching im-

migration, asylum and racism. She wrote

after a visit to Denmark:

. I was also concerned by the very high
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levels of ethnic minority unemployment

and the view among skilled refugees I

interviewed that they had no hope of using

their skills in Denmark’s discriminatory

labour market. I was also very surprised

by the lack of comprehensive and effec-

tive antiracism legislation. This situation

seemed to allow the press and politicians a

free hand to propagate racist views with—

out restraint, while there were no effective

mechanisms through which ethnic mi—

norities could respond and put their views

across to the public.

I have spoken at length on the matter of the.

Danish cartoons because I believe that this

affair and all its ramifications have some

very important lessons for us as well.

When we established our democracy, which

included the adoption of our Constitution, .

we knew that We were inheriting a very

diverse society that had been divided into

many fractions by our history of colonialism

and apartheid. We knew that for us to survive

and thrive as a nation, we had to bridge the

many fissures in our society created by our

past.

The motto on our coat of arms constitutes a

call to us to live up to the vision contained in

the Preamble of our Constitution. which

says:

We believe that South Africa belongs 'to

all who live in it, united in our diversrty.

Our national anthem was constructed with

the aim to achieve national reconciliation.

Concepts such as “the rainbow nation

sought to express a vision of a diverse but

' united nation. I believe that one of our

greatest achievements since the dawn. of

democracy has been precisely the advance

we have made towards building the united

but diverse society, which is so fundamental .

to our future.

In this context and with reference to the

Danish cartoons. I am certain that we would

agree with whatthe British newspaper, The  
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Independent, said, that there was no merit in

causing gratuitous offence.

Similarly we would agree with Jyllantls-

Poster: that:

Various ethnic groups should live in peace

and harmony with each other and that the

debates and disagreements, which will

always exist in a dynamic society, should

do so in an atmosphere of mutual respect.

For us, these are nOt academic matters. They

go to the very core of the task we face to

build the new South Africa.

The hon Patricia de Lille was therefore

correct when she drew our attention to the

need for us to focus continuously on the

critical question of social cohesion, saying:

The destructive divides of our society

should be bridged. We will only succeed

as a nation if we recognise the problems

that are faced by all our communities, and

are prepared to make the necessary com-

promises needed to address them.‘ The

problems of the poor are the problems of

the rich and the challenge of building

social cohesion rests on the shoulders of

all of us. The task at' hand cannot be

restricted to the govemment alone and the

ID would like to see a hand being ex—

tended to our citizens, making them part-

ners in our development.

We have taken to heart the comments made

by the hon Dr Gavin Woods, when he said:
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We would have wished to hear the Presi- ,

dent’s thoughts on the democratic health

of the nation and, as importantly, we

would have been interested in his‘views

on the evolving post—apartheid society and

how govemment is trying to facilitate a

.more unified nation. We see the progress

that is being made towards social integra-

tion over the past twelve years as quite

exceptional against the world experience,

and would have been'encouraged to hear

that the President also sees it in the same

way. '
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I hope that Parliament will have time to

engage with the issues around socral cohe-

sion. When we discuss this matter, I'am

confident that we 'all agree, among other

things, that our Constitution is an important

foundation in ensuring that social cohesion.

Generally, from the family unit to communi-

ties, political organisations and various insti-

tutions in our society, we share the principles

and values contained in our Constitution.

Indeed, if we did not share the values

enshrined in the Constitution, the country

would have long degenerated into civil

strife, anarchy and possibly civil war. In-

deed, some of the important elements for

social cohesion are represented by public

representatives as constituted in our national

Parliament, the provincial legislatures, as

well as local government councils.

I am therefore very happy that Parliament

has taken a decision to engage in an equality

‘ review campaign, as Madam Speaker said,

to help answer the question relating to

progress or lack of it.

The challenge facing all of us is to strive for

social and economic equity in our country,

so that we move away from the, divisions that

define a section of the South African society

as poor, labourers, unemployed, underem—

ployed and the wretched of the earth; while

the other is characterised by the rich, the

bosses, the fully employed and the affluent

who enjoy the good things in life.

Accordingly, it is important that we should

identify common positions that are impor.

tant to all South Africans, irrespective of

ideology and party affiliation, and develop a

common platform that helps to enhance that

social cohesion. ~ - ‘

The hon Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi was

correct when he said that our liberation

movement must not lose its long-term vi—

sion. We must heed the call he made that

“this is the time to hold the country together

and ensure the unity of our people . . . this is
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the time in which history demands of us to

rise above . . . petty division in politics".

As is their right, a number of the hon

members focused their statements on what

they saw as the failures of our govemment.

In many instances they spoke about the very

same matters that cause grave concern to the

government itself. -

, To say that 12 years after We liberated

ourselves from 350 years of colonialism and

apartheid we still face a huge housing

backlog is not to say anything new or

unexpected. [Applause] To say that 12 years

after we liberated ourselves from 350 years

of colonialism and apartheid there are still

many people without access to clean water

and modern sanitation is not to say anything

new or unexpected. To say that 12 years after

we liberated ourselves we are still, con-

fronted by a very serious challenge of .

poverty and unemployment is not to say

anything new or unexpected.

Like Dr Woods we see the progress that is

being made towards social integration over

the past 12 years as quite exceptional against

the world experience. Nevertheless we

recognise the fact that much more still needs

to be done to create a truly socially inte—

grated nation. That is why in the state of the

nation address we spoke about Asgisa, hous-

ing, health, education, water, sanitation. land

and other programmes, precisely to ansWer

the question: What should be done to accel—

erate the advance towards eradicating the

many baéklogs that undermine social inte—

gration, that most obviously could never

have been dealt within a short period of 12

years? I, ‘

In keeping wit what the hon Patricia de

Lille, the hon Gavin Woods and the hon

Mangosuthu Buthelezi said, I believe that

one of the critical challenges we face is not

to communicate a false message to the

people that our Rome can be built in a day.

One or two of the hon members correctly

pointed out that we are running a marathon

and not a sprint over a short distance.

[Applause] No amount of words will

change this reality, and I dare say the

ordinary people of our country understan

this reality very well. i '

As we did last year, once more we will study

the comments made by the hon members.

drawing on them to improve the perform-

ance of the government as we strive, hope-

fully together, to accelerate our advance

towards the new South Africa for which our

people yearn. '

Before I conclude I would like to return to

the important comment made by the hon '

Prince Buthelezi when he said that this is a

time in which history demands of us to rise

above petty division in politics; and refer to

the matter of the hon Deputy President’s

holiday in Abu Dhabi.

The security arrangements in place since '

1994 and before provide 'that‘ both the

President and the Deputy President are

provided with security on a 24-hour basis.

Among other things, this means that when

they travel by road they do so in transport

provided, managed and run by the SA Police

Service. When they travel by air, unless

circumstances make this impossible, they

travel in planes provided, managed and

flown by the SA Air Force. ‘

These transport arrangements, which are an

integral part of the security system, decided

exclusively by the state security services and

not the President or the Deputy President,

apply regardless of their destinations and the

purpose of their travel.

The SA Air Force therefore carried the

Deputy President to and from Abu Dhabi,

as the security regulations required. This

was the only cost of the holiday of the

Deputy President that accrued to the state.

All other expenses incurred by the Deputy

President by going on holiday were met

entirely by the Deputy President with abso-

lutely no charge to the state. '

I‘m certain that now and again the Deputy

President will have to take a break front
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' . work and rest wherever she may choose.

Unless the security arrangements are

changed, leaving her unprotected because

she is 011 holiday, it will remain the respon-

sibility of the SA Police Service . [Ap-

plause.] . . . and the SA Air Force to

transport her to her holiday destination. I

trust that, after this explanation, nobody will

find it impermissible that she should con-

tinue to be provided with security ona

24-hour basis, which includes the periods

when she is on holiday.

I’d like to thank all the hon members for

their participation in the debate of the state

of the nation address, and the various sug-

gestions that have been made as to what we

should do further to accelerate the process of

transforming our society. And, as I’ve said,

' we will follow up on these suggestions.

I would also like to take this opportunity to

wish all the parties that have registered for

the local government elections success in

their campaigns, and urge that all of us

should respect the code of conduct we have

signed so that we further entrench a tradition

of holding peaceful, free and fair democratic

elections. This is central to the achievement ‘

‘in our country of the critically important

THURSDAY, 9 FEBRUARY 2006 326

objective stated, perhaps belatedly, by the

Danish newspaper, the Jyllands-Posten,

“that various ethnic groups should live in

peace and harmony with each other and that

the debates and disagreements which will

always exist in a dynamic society should do

so in an atmosphere of mutual respect".

In closing this debate I would like to convey

to the Martin Luther King family our heart-

felt condolences on the departure of their

mother and leader ——- leader not only of the

African-Americans, but of many people

across the world — Coretta Scott-King. And

thanks to Zanele Mbeki and Adelaide Tambo

for representing us at that~ funeral. [Ap-

plause.]

On our shores we also pass our condolences

to the family of Vish Sewpersad who dedi-

cated his life to the struggle for freedom, but

who has now passed on and was laid to rest

1 this past week.

Once more, Madam Speaker, I would like to

thank all those who participated in this

important debate. Thank you very much.

[Applause]

The House adjourned at 14:26.  
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

NATIONALASSEMBLY

The House met at 15:59.

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. ‘

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS—see col 360.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Dr P J RABIE: Madam Deputy Speaker, I

hereby give notice that I shall move on

behalf of the DA: ' ' L

That the House debates the planned re-

view of the willing-buyer, willing-seller

, principle in the light of section 25 of the

Constitution. which requires just and eq-

‘ uitable compensation based on market

value, so that the statels failure to properly

manage the land restitution process does

not destroy land values and affect the

economy, thus further delaying land re-

form.

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE

(The late Dr A E Rupert)

The CHIEF WHIP OF, THE MAJORITY

PARTY: Madam Deputy Speaker, I move

without notice: .

That the House—

(1) notes with a deep sense of shock and

' sadness the passing‘away of Dr

Anthony (Anton) Edward Rupert.

who passed on. on 18 January 2006.

less than three months after his

beloved wife, Huberte. died;

(2) remembers that this outstanding son

v of our people strongly believed in

righteousness and justice;

(3) recalls his words when in 1966, he ‘

said to an American journalist that:

“White and Black, we are each

other's shadows. particularly here in  

i
s
“
.
—

‘, South Africa where we share the land

together. if the African doesn't eat,

we don‘t sleep, and vice versa; ifwe

are apart. if he doesn‘t succeed. we

don‘t succeed, and if we don’t sue-

ceed, he won‘t";

(4) further recalls that Anton Rupert was ‘

sufficiently inspired by the spirit of

righteousness 'and justice, which is

an inherent part of the making of the

Afrikaners. to end this life as a

celebrated South African and African ‘

patriot and that he was a prophet of

an inclusive future for the children of

our country and continent; and

(5) conveys its condolences and sympa-

thies to his family and loved ones.

Agreed to, 7

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE

(The [are Mrs Coretta Scott King)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY

PARTY: Madam Deputy Speaker, I move

without notice:

That the House—

(1) notes with a deep sense of sadness

the passing away on Monday.

30 January 2006. of Mrs Coretta

Scott King, wife of the late civil

rights activist Reverend Martin

Luther King. Jr; '

(2) recalls that just four days after her

husband was assassinated she led a

march of 50 000 people through the

streets of Memphis and later that

year she took his place in the Poor

People‘s March to Washington, and

that Coretta Scott King carried on

her late husband‘s work, working to

fulfil his dream of an America in

which all the people have equal

rights;

(3) further recalls that when her hus-  
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' ' ' le ukuba' uXolilizwe wase- ‘

b d, Martin Luther King, Jr, was (4) iqaphe .

aggassinated in 1968. she could have benzela ukugcma ubuzwe bethu,

easily retired from public life and kwaye engazange athenglse nga-

devoted herself to bringing up her bantu bakhe;

children; I (5) igqithisa umyalezo wovelwano

(4) remembers that on behalf of the kusapho lwekumkani, kubantwana

Women‘s Strike for Peace, she was a benkosi, kumzi wakwaXhosa naku-

delegate at the Disamiament Confer- bantu bonke boMzantsi Afrlka

ence in Geneva in 1962, and that she ngokubanzi, nakumbutho wakhe

often gave concerts on behalf of the i-Contralesa.
-

civil rights movement; and _' * ‘

(5) conveys its condolences to the King (Translation 'of isiX/zosa motion of condo- .

and Scott families, the (civil rights lencefollows.)

movement in the USA and the people . , ‘» .

of the United States of America. [Chlef M NONKONYANA. Deputy

. Speaker, hon members of thls House, I move

Agreed m- without notice:

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE

(The late King ‘Xolilizwe Sigcau)

Nkosi M NONKONYANA: Sekela-

Somlomo, malungu abekekileyo ale Ndlu,

ndindulula ngaphandle kokunika isaziso:

Ukuba iNdlu—

‘ (1) izifumene iindaba ezilusizi zoku—

shiywa yikumkani yamaXhosa,

uKumkani 'Xolilizwe Sigcau, ngo-

mhla wama-31 kweyoMnga

nyakenye, esishiyela kwisibhedlele

somkhosi eTshwane;

iyambulela urhulumente ngoncedo

athe walunika ekuqhubeni umse-

benzi womngcwabo wekumkani;

iqaphele ukuba' uncedo luka-

rhulumente luthe lwabuyisela isi-

dima nesithozela kubukhosi ngo-

kubanzi, kwaye lubonisa

ukwamkeleka kwendima eyadlalwa

nesadlalwa ziinkosi zomthonyatna

kweli, njengezinye iikumkani

ezazikho ngaphambili, esingabalula

kuzo iikumkani ezifana noo-

Cetshwayo, Bhambatha, Mshwe-

shwe, Sekhukhune, Hintsa kunye

nezinye endingazibalanga:

(2)

(3)

That the House“ ‘ I

» (1) notes with sadness the news of the

passing on of the king of the Xhosas,

King Xolilizwe Sigcau, on 31 De-

cember last year, who died at the

military hospital in Tshwane;

thanks the government for assisting

with the funeral of the king;

(2)

notes‘ that the assistance from gov-

ernment helped restore the dignity of

traditional leadership in general, and

signified the acceptance of the role

that traditional leaders played in the

past and continue to play in this

country, such as Kings Cetshwayo,

Bhambatha, Moshoeshoe, Sekhu-

khune, Hintsa, to name but a few;

(3)

(4) notes that Xolilizwe was a great

patriot and never sold his people out;

(5) sends its condolences to the king’s

family, to his subjects, to the Xhosas,

, to the people of ,South Africa at

large, including his organisation,

Contralesa.]

Agreed to.   
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PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON

FINANCE TO REPORT TO HOUSE

WITHIN 24 CONSECUTIVE

WORKING DAYS OF

INTRODUCTION OF MAIN

APPROPRIATION BILL

(Draft Resolution)

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MA-

JORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move

the draft resolution primed on the Order

Paper in the name of the Chief Whip of the

Majority Party, as follows:

That, upon the introduction of the Main

Appropriation Bill on 15 February2006,

the Portfolio Committee on Finance, not-

withstanding Rule 290(3), report to the

House within 24 consecutive working

days. ' *

Agreed to.

MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next item on ‘

the Order Paper is Members’ Statements.

Unfortunately, the ANC has to go first, Mr

Gibson. I know that you’re ready. The ANC?

j ASGISA INVESTMENT IN ATLANTIS

(Member’s Statement)

Mr D A A OLIFANT (ANC): Deputy

Speaker, as we are going to win the elec-

tions, we have to be first! [Laughten]

Ek verklaar dat Eskom op Maandag,

6 Februarie 2006, onder leiding van sy

uitvoerende hoof, ,Thulani Gcabashe, en

minister Alex Erwin 'n belegging van R35

miljard gedoen het vir die oprigting van

kragopwekkers in Atlantis.

Hicrdie reusebelegging, wat deel uitmaak

van die regerlng sc Asgisa-program onder

leiding van die Adjunkpresident, bring nie

net werkskcpping mee nie. maar ook

vaardiaheidsopleidi
ng vir plaaslike indiens-

b

nerning, en u kan dink. vir die eerste keer

kan ons vroue in Atlantis en Mamre nou ook

B&Bs bedryf om tcgnici en ander werkers te

kan akkommodeer.

Dit sal ook lei tot subkontrakte vir ons klein

ondememings in Atlantis, Mamre, Pella,’

Witsand en die nabygele‘e gebiede. Dit is

daarom baie belangrik dat die mense ANC

moet stem, want die ANC-regering is .’n

regering wat inderdaad getrou bly aan sy

beleid van ’n beter lewe vir almal. (Transla-

tion ofAfrikaans paragraphs follows.)

[I hereby declare that on Monday, 6 Febru-

ary 2006, Eskom—under the direction of its ’

executive head, Thulani Gcabashe, and Min—

ister Alex Erwin—invested R3,5 billion for

the installation of generators in Atlantis.

This huge investment, which is part of the

govemment’s Asgisa programme under the .

leadership of the Deputy President, not only

creates jobs but also provides skills training

for local employment, and just think, for the

first time our women in Atlantis and Name

will now also be able to operate B&Bs to

accommodate technicians and other work—

ers.

This will also lead to subcontracts for our

small enterprises in Atlantis, Mamre, Pella.

Witsand and the neighbouring areas. There—

fore it is very important that the people must

vote for the ANC, because the ANC govem—

ment is a government that has indeed re-

mained true to its principle of a better life for

all.]

DA’s ALTERNATI
VE BUDGET: JOBS,

GROWTH AND DELIVERY

(Member‘s Statement) .

Mr I O DAVIDSON (DA): Madam Deputy

Speaker, the DA‘s altemative budget: "Jobs,

Growth and Delivery" is both pro-poor and

pro—growth. We put employment at the

forefront of our economic policies. This

ensures that even the poorest households are

able to enjoy the fruits of growth.

We propose a R750 per capita wage subsidy

on employment. This will lower the cost of  
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labour and increase jobs. The effect will be

higher wages for the working poor, more

jobs and a low tax burden for businesses. We

allocate an additional R1,] billion to the land

reform programme for emerging farmers,

and we propose a basic income grant of

R110 per month to the poorest of the poor.

In addition, we propose to halve secondary

tax on companies, eliminate the skills devel‘

opment levy and begin reducing the corpo-'

rate income tax rate. This will bring South

Africa’s corporate tax environment in line

with international norms and attract new

jobs and investment. I thank you.

JOINT INITIATIVE ON PRIORITY

SKILLS ACQUISITIONV

(Member’s Statement)

Mr M B SKOSANA (IFP); Madam Deputy

Speaker, when briefing the media on the

catalyst for shared and accelerated growth

on 6 February 2006, the hon Deputy Presi-

dent spoke of a priority focus on scarce

skills, including artisans. She spoke of the

impending programme, namely the Joint

Initiative on Priority Skills Acquisition,

Jipsa.

Jipsa’s responsibilities will be to confirm

what the urgently needed skills are and to

find solutions, ‘such as special training

programmes, bringing back retirees and

South Africans working outside South Af-

rica, and drawing in new immigrants. We

believe that along with this, Jipsa'should

introducing another speCial

targeting the skills of Africans in the
diaspora and African Americans willing to

, invest their skills in South Africa.

Before this House can be accused of opting
out of the social, political and economic
contract entered into with the poor ll years
ago, it would bejudicious on the part of the
government, through Asgisa, seriously to
consrder attaching a legal charter of moral
and ethical conditions to the solutions of
ersa to discourage a rolling back of the
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frontiers of political freedom already gained,

a phenomenon that is beginning to overtake

us.

As it is, we see in some financial institutions,

estate and property agencies, big business

and corporate centres, including airports and

touring services, to name just a few, a

rampaging resurgence and solidification of

racism and discrimination against the Afri-

can people. ’

On the other hand, we see the scramble for

scarce resources and menacing patronage

power colonies of the African elite class, far

above the poor majority. All this, if not

strongly checked, could easily become a

recipe for a protracted social conflict. 1 thank

you. s

v REVIEW OF WILLING-SELLER,

WILLING-BUYER APPROACH TO

LAND REFORM

' (Member’s Statement)

Mrs D G NHLENGETHWA(ANC): Madam

Deputy Speaker, the ANC supports the call

made by the President in his state of the

nation address to review the willing-seller,

willing-buyer approach to land reform. This

approach alIOWS landowners to offer their

land for sale at inflated prices. Such practices

lead to protracted disputes and slow down

land reform processes. They also negatively

affect the national objective of ensuring that

the previously marginalised and poor com—.

munities gain access to land.

The land srimmit also recommended the
review of the willing—seller, willing—buyer
approach, and that expropriation be used in
accordance with constitutional principles.
We also agree with the President that this
should be done in a manner consistent with
international norms and standards.

The ANC also agrees that compensation
should be equitable and just, thus striking a
balance between the interests of all the
affected parties. I thank you. [Applause]
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UNTESTED REMEDIES PROMOTED

INSTEAD OF ANTIRETROVIRALS

(Member’s Statement)

Ms N C NKABINDE (UDM): Deputy

Speaker, the HIV/Aids. pandemic has

claimed another South African life. Our

sincerest condolences go to Irvin Khoza and

his family on the passing away of their

daughter. ‘

What is of extreme concern to us is that the

national effort to deal with this terrible

disease is being undemtined and hampered.

We are witnessing the continued promotion

of untested remedies, while the roll-out of

antiretrovirals lags behind. The point is not

whether nutrition helps or whether tradi4

tional medicine might assist in the treatment,

but rather that the primary and only scientifi-

cally proven treatment is actively being

ignored in order to promote things that have

no proven or significant treatment value.

The latest statement from the Department of

Health pretends that the debate is now about

the value of nutrition or traditional medicine.

But this is a false argument designed to draw

attention away from the recognised treat-

ment and the failure of government to

deliver it. '

Nutrition is important'for all people living

with an illness, but we do not see the

Minister taking every opportunity to tell

cancer patients to eat certain foods at the

expense of chemotherapy . and other

' recognised cancer treatments. The fact is

that nutrition is an accepted aspect of most

illnesses’ treatment regimes, but it is not a

replacement for certain tried and tested

medicines. I thank you. [Applause]

ID POLICY VS DA POLICY

(Member‘s Statement)

Mr V C GORE (ID): Madam Deputy

Speaker, the ID agrees wholeheartedly With

the DA’s plea to avoid splitting the opposr-

tion. That is why the ID says: “Ignore the
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DAsattempts to spray water on the seeds of

dirvrsron in our society, based on past obses-

sron with race."

There is only one party that has the ability to

be a serious and a constructive opposition,

and that is the ID. [Interjections.] A vote for

the ID is a vote for the ID. Unlike the ID, the

DA has become the new home for the old

National Party of the old apartheid regime.

Where the apartheid regime used scare

tactics such as the “swart gevaar" and the

“rooi gevaar”, the DA of today uses exactly

the same scare tactics and goes one step

further by now using the “De Lille-gevaar":

Perhaps the DA should not use a negative , "

campaign by telling people why they should

not vote for other parties, and should tell the

electorate why they should be voting for the

DA. Unfortunately, the whingeing and whin-

ing of the DA has extended past the ANC’

and now includes anyone that is not the DA.

Where _ they say there is fear, the ID says

there is hope. Where they say. “divide”, the

ID says, “unite". I thank you. [Applause]

' RACISM OF THE DA

(Member’s Statement)

Mr M R SONTO (ANC): Madam Deputy

Speaker, the ingrained racism of the DA

attests beyond a shadow of a doubt that the

DA has become the last refuge of scoundrels ;

that resist a South Africa that belongs to all _

who live in it. All the election posters of the

DA reveal naked racism that resists the

transformation agenda led by the ANC.

The CHIEF WHIP
OF THE OPPOSITION:

Madam Deputy Speaker. you and I were

‘ both listening to the hon member describing

the DA as the last refuge of scoundrels. That

happens to be the opposition here and rt 15

unparliamentary.
I would ask you to tell the

hon gentleman to withdraw. [Interjectrons.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 just want to

consult withthe Table. Hon Gibson. we Will

give a ruling as we go on. because you have

given some words that I didn’t hear from  
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him. They are just giving me the right text,

and then‘we will comeback to you. Mr

Gibson, are you happy with that—that the

hon member should continue in the mean-

time?
‘ _

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

I am always happy with what’you say,

Madam. [Laughten] ‘

Mr M R SANTO: Thank you, Deputy

Speaker. They will never be satisfied. The

DA has'the temerity to sloganise: “Stop

ANC racism. Vote DA”. The truth of the

matter is that only a party with a white

ideology and the Nazi tactics of Goebbels

. can level accusations of racism against the

ANC.

The hon member Maluleke recently in—

formed this august House about his humili-

ation at the hands of DA racists. Is it not

scandalous for the DA to declare: “Take

your city back”? To add insult to injury, the

apostles of “swart gevaar” unashamedly

scream for all the people to vote DA.

From the rostrum of this august House the

ANC unequivocally states that nobody in

South Africa can compare to the ANC in the

struggle for a nonracial . . . [Time expired]

[Applause]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think we are

still going to continue respecting each other.

Issues like poor Dan. If there is anything

related to that, it becomes hon Maluleke.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

[Inaudible] ‘ ' '

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ‘Well, we can

come to that, Mr Gibson, but I don’t think

. that we need to waste any time on that. Let

us continue respecting the decorum of the

'House.

FINDINGS IN APRM REPORT

(Member’s Statement)

Mr M V NGEMA (Nadeco): Deputy

Speaker, Nadeco would agree with the sug-

« gestion that as a country we need to look

carefully at the need to balance issues of
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poverty and underdevelopment which, ac—

‘ cording to the APRM report, pose a more

serious danger from within our borders.

' Also, there is the need to secure our interests

through peacekeeping missions on the one

hand, while on the other, watching the extent

of our expenditure on arms. Nadeco is not

saying that we should not spend a cent on

defence, but rather that an appropriate bal-

ance be struck between these two.

Nadeco also thinks that we have not yet

completely eradicated political intolerance

among political parties, as the report pur—

ports. Therefore, we believe} the statement

that political parties have reached a level of

' maturity at which they can actively engage

each other Without resorting to violence to

be something of ,an'overstatement, even

though it is a noble idea we wish to see

realised sooner rather than later. I thank you,

. Deputy Speaker.

PASSENGER SAFETY ON BUSES

(Member’s Statement) .

Ms N M MDAKA (UIF): Deputy Speaker,

two years ago the chairman of the technical

committee of the SA Bus Operators Associa-

tion cemented that by implementing a

system to manage the quality of their opera-

tions and by striving to continually improve

safety measures according to the principles

and guidelines set out in the standard, bus

operators would be able to reduce the

number and severity of bus accidents on our

However, a stream of bus accidents recently

has raised concern about the safety of bus

services. It also highlighted the need for the

South African government and law—enforce-

ment authorities, vehicle owners, drivers and

all other stakeholders to act decisively to

reduce the carnage on our roads.

. Many people in our country rely on public

transport, and therefore the government

must ensure that their mode of transport is
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regulated to ensure their safety; The UIF

hopes that the Department of Transport will

fully investigate the recent bus accidents and

ensure that those who violate our trafiic

safety laws are brought to book.

Also, the UIF hopes that the department will

: take appropriate steps to ensure that its law

enforcement is fully capacitated in order to

monitor compliance with the Road Safety

Act. I thank you. ‘

‘ ANC MAYORAL CANDIDATES

(Member’s Statement)

Dr P .I RABIE (DA): Madam Deputy

Speaker, the ANC’s refusal to disclose the '

names of its mayoral candidates before

the local government election demonstrates

the ruling party’s contempt for the South

African voter. [Interjections]

The ANC has refused' to explain why it is

concealing the names of the mayoral candi-

dates from the electorate, so one can only

speculate. Could it be that the ANC fears that

if it nominates a candidate from the Mbeki

faction the Zuma faction will not campaign

for that candidate and vice versa? [Interjec-

tions.) Or could 'it be that some ANC

candidates are known to be involved in

corruption and the ANC fears that the public

would not support their candidacy for

mayor? .

Perhaps the problem is that the ANC knows

that voters would refuse to give returning

mayoral candidates a second chance. A full

110 ANC municipalities under the leader-

ship of these mayors have been identified by

national government as failing to perform

their basic functions. Whatever the reason,

One thing is clear: by not naming its mayoral

candidates the ANC is taking the power of

choice away from the people.

Die DA speel oop kaarte met die

kieserspubliek en het al sy burgermeesters-

kandidate aangewys. Die DA is trots op sy

.kandidate. Hulle het elkeen ’n eerbare

loopbaan en ’n goeie rekord van
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dienslewering. Ek dank u. [Tussenwerpsels]

gTranslan'on of Afrikaans paragraph fol-

ows.) _

[The DA has put all its cards on the table as

far as the voting public is concerned and has

appointed all its mayoral candidates. The

DA is proud of its candidates. They all have

an honourable career and a good record of

service delivery. Thank you. [Interjections.]]

JOB CREATION IN ATLANTIS

(Member‘s Statement)

Me A VAN WYK (ANC): Op Vrydag,

IO Februarie is daar weer ’n belegging van

R8 miljoen in Atlantis Industrie gemaak met "

die opening van ’n nuwe fabriek wat

voorafbetaalde elektrisiteitsmeters vervaar-

dig. Hierdie ultramodeme fabriek wat 220

mense in diens geneem het, is geopen deur

die Kaapstadse burgemeester, Nomaindia

Mfeketo.

Die burgenneester is daama na Atlantis se

Hanebeeskraal Veeldoelige Sentrum waar ’n

tjek van oor die R600 000 oorhandig is. By

'n vorige geleentheid het die agb burger—

meester ook naaimasjiene aan 'n sentrum

geskenk om vroue te help met 'naald-

werkprojekte.

Dit is 'n bale duidelike bewys dat Kaapstad,

onder die ANC se beheer, ’n stad is wat werk

vir die mense van Atlantis. Daarom is dit

belangrik dat die mense van Kaapstad. en in

die besonder die mense van Atlantis, vir die

ANC moet stem, sodat hierdie tipe

programme van werkskepping en opleiding _

kan voortgaan en uitgebrei word. Ek dank u.

[Applous.] (Translation of Afrikaans mem-

ber’s statement follows
.)

[Ms A VAN WYK (ANC): On Friday.

10 February yet another investment of

R8 million was made in Atlantis Industry

with the opening of a new factory that

manufactures prepaid electricity meters.

This ultra modem factory. which employs

220 people, was opened by the mayor‘of

Cape Town, Nomaindia Mfeketo.

 
 



 

:{

.
N

L
.

1
1
.
5
i
a
i
r

 

 
 

341

* Thereafter the mayor left for the Atlantis

Hartebeeskraal Multipurpose Centre, where

a cheque of more than R600 000 was handed

over. On a previous occasion the hon mayor

also donated sewing machines to a centre to

help women with needlework prolects.

That is clear evidence that Cape Town,

controlled by the ANC, is a city that works

for the people of Atlantis. That is why 1t 15

important that the people of Cape Town, and

in particular the people of Atlantis, should

vote for the ANC in order for these types of

programmes of job creation and training to

continue and be expanded. I thank you.

[Applause.]]

UNEMPLOYED GRADUATES

(Member’s Statement)

Prince N E ZULU (IFP): Deputy Speaker,

subsequent to the Deputy President’s re-

sponse to a question asked in this House

towards the end of last year, regarding the

fact that many graduates in the country

remain unemployed, an important achieve-

ment was garnered by the FF Plus when it

i. was asked to submit the CVs of those

’ unemployed graduates and their needs.

The President also made an announcement

in his state of the nation address that more of

those unemployed graduates would be as-

sisted to get jobs in due course. We congratu-

late the FF Plus on a job well done, and also

thank the Deputy President for her prompt

action.

The IFP would like to suggest that this

exercise beexplored further in order to

include othernationals of our country who

possess skills necessary for the growth of the
. economy. We also appreciate the President’s
promised interventions in the field of educa—
tion that may include the elimination of fees
for the poorest of our primary schools, and
the targeting of maths and science. We
submit that his good gesture should be
eatended to the fields of technology, medi~
cme, diplomacy, law, engineering, etc.

[Notwithstanding the fact that the economy
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has not generated enough jobs, we nonethe-

less invite the Deputy President to do like—

wise with other political parties whose

membership is as diverse in terms of making

South Africa a true rainbow nation. Thank

you. [Applause]

CO-OPERATION IN SPIRIT OF

FREEDOM CHARTER

(Member’s Statement)

Me E NGALEKA (ANC): Adjunkspeaker,

op 26 Junie 1955 het die Congress of the

People die Vryheidshandves aanvaar. In die

daaropvolgende jaar het die ANC die

Vryheidshandves aanvaar by sy nasionale

kongres. Die handves het verklaar dat Suid-

Afrika aan a1 sy inwoners behoort. Die

handves Se visie van ’n‘ gemeenskaplike

Afrikaneridentiteit vir al Suid-Afrika se

kinders het die pad oopgebreek wat gelei het

'* tot die aanvaarding van ons demokratiese

Grondwet.

Die Khoi, die San; die Europese immigrante,

die nageslagte van die Maleise slawe, die

kleinkjnders van die Afrikaner, Hintsa,

Cetswayo en Sekukhune het almal saam in

die Vryheidsmanifes hul gemeenskaplike

burgerskap verklaaren soos die President

gesé het, niemand kan hul aanspraak dat

hulle Afrikaners is, betwyfel nie.

Laat ons hande vat met die viering van die

tiende herdenking van ons nasionale

Grondwet en laat ons betrokke raak op

praktiese maniere met :11 ons mense, om die

lewens van ons land se‘armes te verbeter en

in die proses ’n Suid-Afn‘ka en ’n Afrika te

skep, waar daar ewigdurende vrede en

vn‘endskap sal wees. Vandag is beter as

gister. More sal beter wees as vandag. Ek

dank u. [Applous.] (Translation ofAfrikaans

member's statementfollows. )

[Ms E NGALEKA (ANC): Deputy Speaker,
' on 26 June 1955 the Congress of the People
adopted the Freedom Chatter. In the follow-
ing year the ANC adopted the Freedom
Charter at its national congress. The Charter
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declared that South Africa belongs to all who

live in it. The Charter’s vision of a common

African identity for all South Africa’s chil-

dren paved the way that led to the adoption

of our democratic Constitution. ,

The Khoi,'the San, the European immi-

‘ grants, the descendants of the Malay slaves,

the grandchildren of the Afrikaner, Hintsa,

Cetswayo and Sekukhune together all de-

clared their common citizenship in the Free-

dom Charter and as the President said: no

one can doubt their contention that they are

Africans.

Let us join hands in the celebration of the

tenth anniversary of our national Constitu-

tion and let us become involved with all our

people in a practical manner, to improve the

lives ofour country’s poor and in the process

create a South Africa and Africa where there

will be everlasting peace and friendship.

Today is better than yesterday.vTomorrow

will be better than today. I thank you.

[Applause.]]

TRAVELGATE _

(Member’s Statement)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION

(DA): Madam Deputy Speaker, corruption is

a major election issue. The President has

taken some action, which we support, but.

corruption reaches very near to the top of the

ANC. More than a hundred MPs are each

repaying tens of thousands of‘rands arising

from the abuse of travel vouchers.

The former presiding officers stated that the

accused would face the'House and would

then be. prosecuted. Who changed that

policy? Who decided that 24 prosecutions

are enough? There is evidence that some of

those repaying Parliament committed crimi-

nal actions as bad or worse than those of

persons who are being prosecuted.

Who limited the scope of the investigation to

a fraction of the period in which some travel

agents did business? There is ample ev1-

' dence to indicate huge additional amounts

owing to Parliament and involvement b

MPs, some of them very senior. '

Until all Of the aspects of the scandal are»

investigated and until all the MP5 involved

are prosecuted, South Africa will know that

Parliament is implicated in a huge cover-up

and that the ANC is not serious about

fighting corruption. [Interjections.] '

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY

PARTY: Madam Deputy Speaker, Mr

Douglas Gibson makes a categorical allega-'

tion about members of Parliament being

involved in a travel scam. He knows per-

fectly well that in order for him to make such

an allegation, it must be through a substan- , l

tive motion. I request you, Madam, to rule

him out of order and invite him to submit a

substantive motion, because this is a serious

matter that he is playing with. '

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

Madam, may I address you on that point of

order? , - ‘ ,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, don’t ‘ad-

dress me on the point yet.

The CHIEF \VHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

[Inaudible] '

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, Mr Gibson.

Mr Gibson. let us now not be emotional. The

matter of the abuse of time in the House, to

raise matters that are actually not substan-

tive, was raised by the Speaker, and I think

the Speaker has raised the matter personally

with you. I just need to be guided on this.

Whilst you enjoy the privilege of the House,

we also need to continue respecting each

other and to be moderate in the way we deal

with each other. I do understand the election

mode out there -— in that we end up bringing

it into the House and, of course, that is

acceptable.

The Speaker has this approach, which I alsp

feel comfortable about so long as we don t

start accusing members specifically. I was

actually going to rule on the earlter state-

ment about the DA being a refuge for

‘
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scoundrels. The thing is,.as long as you are

' - not reflecting on a specific member, you still

remain within the Rules.

Now if I heard Mr Gibson properly, in Spite

of what he is raising —- he is raising 'a

number of questions that the Chief Whip is

rightfully concerned about—he 15 not men-

tioning any member of the House. But Ijust

want to check with the Table staff, because I

think that is the right interpretation of the

Rule. The Table statf agree with the Deputy

Speaker that it is the right approach.

Also, the general impression that we give out

there is that this is not correct. We just have

to continue asking you, members, that no

matter how strongly you feel about some—

thing, let us make sure that it remains within

- the confines of the House and that we

maintain the decorum of the House at all

times.

I know some of you know the Rules very

well, like Mr Gibson, and he will make sure

that he won’t mention a person’s name. But

the whole thing comes outjust as harmful to

, people who are at the receiving end of it.

" May I please appeal to all to respect our

Rules, but at the same time to make sure that

we are moderate in the kind of words we use

in terms of each another. I hope members of

the House are. . .Are you against the ruling,

hon member? '

Ms FI CHOHAN-KHOTA: Not at all, but I

want to raise another point of order if I may,

Deputy Speaker. _ ‘ ‘

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: May 1 complete

this one?

’ Ms F 1 CHOHAN-KHOTA: Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay. That then

concludes the question that we had earlier

on, which was raised by the hon member——

that the DA did not feel comfortable about——

but you did not make mention of any

memberin particular. It therefore does not

make’ it unparliamentary. Mr Gibson, we

havejustruled and let us get to the next point

of order. Hon member?
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Ms F I CHOH‘AN-KHOTA: Thank you,

Deputy Speaker. In Mr Gibson’s statement

that he just made and that you have‘now

made a ruling on, he seems to be quite

confident and has alleged there is a wide-

spread cover-up pertaining to investigations

around the travel scam. ; -

May I ask, Deputy Speaker, whether it is

acceptable for a senior member of Mr

Gibson’s calibre to completely mislead not

just this House, but also the broader public \

out there on a matter that is really a very

sensitive matter to this House and something

that really pertains to the dignity of this

House. - . ‘

May I then suggest that you consider Mr

Gibson’s statement ‘in the light of this

misleading, completely misleading, know-

ingly misleading — may I suggest—state-

ment. This is because we all know that there

‘ is an investigatiOn. There are prosecutions,

and the law willtake its course. May I

request, Deputy Speaker, that you consider

ruling him out of order on the basis that he is

completely and utterly misleading the pub-

lic? . ,

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

Madam, may I address you on that?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I know, Mr

Gibson, you’d like to have this matter going

on and on and on. But, hon members, I think

at times we need to come back to our own

Rules. Much as you feel uncomfortable with

what Mr Gibson is saying, and I think

rightfully so,‘I need to look at what he said in

terms of the Rules. Maybe, for the benefit of

this sitting, we then have to go back to

- Hansard and look at Hansard.

_But a statement that-does not attack an

mdrvrdual member is one of our own Rules.

We need to make sure that we make them

, applicable in situations like this. Let us

rather look at the Hansard and come back to

you, having looked at the whole text of what

Mr Gibson said and give a ruling tohon

members.
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I am taking advantage of this platform to

say: Hon members, let us look at our Rules.

Some of our Rules are very relaxed, and

some people actually just abuse the Rules

because the interpretation, which I know that

Mr Gibson . . . [Interjections] Mr Gibson,

.inay I plead with you. sir, that when you

'address us the House listens to you. When

other people speak you make interjections.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

When you start giving your opinions about

the Rules instead of giving a ruling, then I

will interject. [lnterjections]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given a

ruling. But as a presiding officer . . .

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

And you go on and give your opinions about

the Rules that'are relaxed and some people

abuse them. That is not a ruling. You are

abusing your position when you say that and

I will interject. [lnterje‘ctions.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not abusing

my position. I am not abusing my pOsition,

but as a presiding officer if there is some way

in which I can appeal to the House to help us,

I should do so. You can’t stop me from doing

my work. I am here asking hon members that

we relook at some of the Rules that we have.

There is nothing wrong with that. I am not

abusing any position, and I have made the

ruling that I needed to make. I think we

should leave the matter there. We still have a

slot for the ANC.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY

PARTY: Madam Deputy ’Speaker . . .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is that the last

statement from the ANC? '

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY

PARTY: No.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are you

addressing me on?

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORlTY

PARTY: I am addressing you on a point of

order, Madam Deputy Speaker. In the inter-
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ests of progress of the House we will be

submitting a substantive point of order‘on

the statement that Mr Gibson made and also

‘on making an allegation to the presiding, -

oflicer to the extent that you are misusing

your position. The ANC will submit a point

of order.

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

Is there an advertisement here? He can give

any notice he wants. [Inteijections] Madam,

you haven‘t called for notices of motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Chief

Whip? ' ’ '

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: : ’

Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Douglas

Gibson—4t least I still know your name. If I

want you to make any input in the House, I

- would call you by your rightful title, hon

Douglas Gibson, which I am not doing now.

Hon Chief Whip, I think what the ANC as a

party wants to do about this is up to the

ANC. Let us leave the matter at that. You

still have a slot to address us. There is still

one statement from the ANC that we are

waiting for. Hon member?

LAUNCH OF EXPANDED PUBLIC

WORKS PROGRAMME

PROJECT IN MODIMONG VILLAGE

(Member’s Statement)

Ms 0 R KASIENYANE (ANC): Madam

Deputy Speaker, the North West Premier. the

honourable Mrs Edna Molewa, and MEC

Howard Yawa, of the Department of Public

Works, are to launch a massive multimillion

Expanded Public Works Programme project

in Modimong Village in the Greater Taung

local municipality on Friday. 17 February

2006.

The integrated Modim
ong project is a repli—

cation of the 24th million Modimol
a EPWP

flagship project. In terms of elements of ro
ad

codstruction. and household and food secu-

rity, the project has unique additional ele~
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ments to stimulate and boost economic

activity as part of the Taung development

programme. '

The Taung development programme is a

Special high~impact programme and the

province’s contribution towards the Acceler-

ated and Shared Growth Initiative of South

Africa, Asgisa. The project adds to the 207

EPWP projects that have thus far created

~ 13578 job opportunities throughout the

province in the current financial year.

The intention of the project‘in Modimong

Village is to alleviate poverty, provide train-

ing opportunities and create jobs for unem-

. ployed villagers in Modimomg and

neighbouring villages. This is evidence that

the ANC delivers, and the people of Taung

appreciate what the ANC~led government is

2 doing for them. I thank you. [Applause]

RESTITUTION OF LAND

(Minister’s Response)

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE

AND LAND AFFAIRS: Deputy Speaker,

even in the heat of the moment I think it

would be appropriate to say Happy Valen—

tine’s Day to all of you-ethat you still

remain with the essence and the spirit of

love. Thank you very much. '

Sekela Somlomo, ngizokhuluma ngesiZulu

ngethembe ukuthi bakhona abazotolika.

Ngibonga kakhulu kumalungu eNdlu,

ikakhulu uSihlalo weKomidi 'lezoLimo

nezthlaba V kanye nelungu le-DA

elikhulume ngalo lolu' daba lokwabiwa

kanye nokwelekelelwa

ngezimali ukuze sikwazi ukusheshisa

sibuyisele imihlaba kubaniniyo. ‘Mhlawué

mbe kuzowathokozisa amalungu ale Ndlu '

nomphakathi uma 'ngingasho nje ukuthi

' njengoba ngikhuluma nje ezicelweni

ezazrfakiwe zamabanga omhlaba ohlelweni

lokubuyiswa , komhlaba- ezaziyi-79 000,

kunamuhla sesiqede eziyi—71 000

okushoyo-ke ukuthi .sizoqeda sizoqeda

kungekude. [lhlombe.]
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okubalulekile, ukuthi sonke

siyavumelana njengoba savumelana

emhlanganweni owawubiza bonke

abathintekile ukuthi sibheke ukuthi ngabe

sesihambe safikaphi kwezomhlaba.

Nokho-ke

. Savumelana-ke engqungqutheleni' yezo-

mhlaba ukuthi yize ekubuyisweni komhlaba .

sibe nakho ukugijimangamandla, ikhona

inkinga ekwabiweni komhlaba jikelele

njengoba sasivumelene ukuthi kuyofuneka

sibuyisele imihlaba ebalelwa kumaphesenti

ranga—30‘7a kubo labo bantu ababethathelwe

amalungelo obunini mhlaba ngaphambilini.

UMongameli—ke, njengoba lishilo ilungu

eliphakamile, uthi make sicwaninge ukuthi

ngabe le ndlela esithengiselana ngayo

njengamanje iyaselekelela yini ukuthi

sihambe ngesivinini? Siyavuma-ke nathi

siwuhulumeni ukuthi uhamba emazwini

ngqo ayeshiwo abantu abathintekile kulolu

daba lolmthi make sibhekisise ukuthi ngabe

.. le ndlela ebesiyisebenzisa yiyo kuphela yini,

noma zikhona ezinye izindlela okufanele

sizisebenzise, 'njengalezo ezazibalulwe

eMthethweni wokuBuyiswa kthlaba.

Ngiyethembisa-ke kule Ndlu. ukUthi

sizowenza lowo msebenzi ngoba lmfanele

ukuthi siwenze. Sethemba futhi ukuthi

, namalungu ethu eNdlu azovumelana nami,

ikakhulukaziilawo athanda ukungcofa athi

iziphathimandla zomnyango zenza kancane

akhohlwe ukuthi uma ukhuluma ngo-

budlelwano bokuthengiselana, babili abantu

abathintekayo; akusiyena kuphela othe-

ngayo. Nalowo othengisile uma engahuduli

izinyawo. singakwazi ukushesha.

Sethembe-ke ukuthi labo abanabahlobo

abanemihla’ba‘ ababeyithathile njengamanje

bayosheshiSa ukuze baselekelele thina

sonke. Ngiyabonga. [Ihlombe.] (Translation

of isiZulu paragraphs follows.) 7

[Deputy Speaker, I will speak in isiZulu,

hoping that there are interpreters. I thank the -

members of the House, mostly the Cltairper"

son of the Portfolio Committee on Agricul-

ture and Land Affairs and the member of the

DA. who spoke about this'matter of land

restitution, and we hope to be supported   
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financially so that we will quickly give back

the land to the owners. Maybe it will make

the members of this House and the commu-

nity happy if I can say, as I am talking

regarding the applications that were sent for

land redistribution, there were about 79 000,

and we have already dealt with 71 000,

i which means that we will finish them soon.

[Applause]

What is of importance is that we are all

agreeing, as we agreed in the meeting that

called all the people who were‘afiected so

that we should see as to how far we have

dealt with the applications. We concurred at

the general summit on land affairs that

though in the land restitution we had to rush

very fast, there is a problem in land restitu-

tion nationally. We agreed that we must give

back about 30% of the land to the people

who were previously deprived of the right of '

ownership of that land.

As the member who has just spoken said, the

President says that we must revisit the

manner in which we sell to each other so as

to see if it helps us to work faster. We concur

as the Govemment that he is on the right

track with the people who are affected,

because they also say this process must be

revisited to find out whether this is the only

process or if there are other ways which

could be used, like those that are mentioned

in the Land Restitution and Reform Laws

Amendment Act. ‘ ~ -

I am making a promise to this House that we

will do this work because we have to do it.

We also hope that the members of this House

will concur with me, more especially those

who like to criticise by saying our depart-

ment’s authorities are very slow, forgetting -

that if you are talking about land redistribu—

tion, there are two people involved and that

he who is the buyer is not the only one. Even

if the one who has sold it is not delaying the

process, we could be working faster. We

hope that those who have relatives who were

deprived of the right of ownership will now

do things faster so as to help us all. Thank

you. [Applause.]]
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V TRADITIONAL TREATMENT FOR

v , ’ HIV/AIDS V

(Minister’s Response)

UNGQONGQOSHE WEZEMPILO: Sekela

Somlomo, ngicela ukuphendula umhlo—

nishwa uNkk Nkabinde ngephuzu

aliphakamisileyo. Okokuqala nje nami

engizombuza khona ukuthi njengoba evela

e—Richmond, ngabe abantu base—Richmond

abawasebenzisi amakhambi endabuko?

Angazi ulmthi usho ukmhini uma ethi

sisalele ngasemuva ngokunakekela abantu

abanesandulelangculaza nalabo abaphethwe

yingculaza uqobo lwayo. Angakwazi ulmthi _. i ’

ukuthatha lokho. Ulmba ubenginike inani

mhlawumbe besingase sikhulume sizwi-

sisane naye.

Engikwaziyo ukuthi sinohlelo olubizwa

nge—Comprehensive Plan ekwelapheni,

ekusingatheni, elmnakekeleni nasekwe-

sekeleni abantu abane-HIV ne«AIDS.

Angazi noma useyikhohliwe, uma ngabe

waweyifundile, ukuthi ikhuluma ngani. Lolo

hlelo lwe-Comprehensive Plan isigatshana ,

sarna-62 sikhuluma ngamakhambi enda— ' ‘

buko. Lolu hlelo lwe-Comprehensive Plan

savumelana ngawo ukuthi lmzoba usomqulu

wethu lona esizowusebenzisa.
Angazi ukuthi

useshintshe nini eseyedwa njengoba esethi

asingakhulumi ngamakhambi endabuko.

Siyoqhubeka sikhulume ngawo amakhambi

endabuko ngoba savumelana futhi namazwe

onke avumelana nathi ukuthi lo somqulu

wethu esinakekela ngawo abantu

abaphethwe ingculaza noma abase-

nesandulelangculaza
iyona ndlela okufanela

kuhanjiswe ngayo. Ukuba bekungenjalo.

ngabe asikhethiwe namhlanje. (Translation

of isiZulu paragraph
sfollows.)

[The MINISTER OF HEALTH: Deputy

Speaker. allow me to answer the 'hon

Nkabinde on the point that she raised.

Firstly; I want to ask her whether people

from Richmond do use traditional medxctne

or not. because she is from there. 1 don‘t

know what she actually means when she   
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says we seem to be lagging far behind when

it comesto caring for people with HIV/Aids.

I do not know where she got that from. Had

she given me the statistics, I would have

considered that. .

- What I know is that we have a plan called‘the

. Comprehensive Plan that aims at treating,

managing and caring for people with HIV/

Aids. I don’t know whether she has forgotten

what that plan entails, if she ever read it at

all. Section 62 of the Comprehensive Plan

'talks about the use of traditional medicine.

We all agreed that this plan would be our

7 benchmark] am not too sure when there has

been a change of mind on her side, as she

"now says let us not talk about traditional

medicine. We will continue talking about

traditional medicine because we all agreed,

.. ' together with all other countries, that our

‘ plan for caring for people with HIV/Aids is

the way to go. If it were not so, we would

1 have not been voted in today] - ‘

We are chairing one of the” working commit-

tees of the Global Steering Committee on

‘HIV/Aids as a country. [Applause] That,

must indicate something to Mrs Nkabinde in '

that we are on track, and I’m satisfied that we

are on track. Thank you. [Applause]

NONRACIALISM ENSHRINED IN

CONSTITUTION; THE DA AND

RACISM; JOINT INITIATIVE ON

PRIORITY SKILLS ACQUISITION;

UNEMPLOYED GRADUATES

(Minister’s Response)

' The MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Madam
- Deputy Speaker. of course none of us would

disagree with the fact that the 94-year-old

of nonracialism in our country and through-
out the world, that it is the vision of the
Freedom Charter which was responsible for
the positive and democratic principles that
are enshrined in our ConStitution, and that it
was the Freedom Charter that guided this
insertion into our. Constitution and caused
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our Constitution to afiinn that South Africa

belongs to all who-live in it, united in our

diversity.

We live in hope that the Jekyll and Hyde

character of the DA will change, that the DA

, will awake from its Frankenstein—type slum—

her and accept that there is no room for

racism in the new South Africa, and that the

people of this country will not be hood-t .

winked by racism.

The use of ‘race as part of a campaign

platfomi should cause those responsible to

hang theirheads in shame, if indeed they

have shame. It is especially reprehensible to

use such tactics in the Western Cape prov-

ince, because of the insidious message of

prejudice and discrimination it propagates, a

racist message that is reminiscent of the

awful apartheid past which all of us fought

against. .

‘On the matter of the Joint Initiative on

Priority Skills Acquisition—Jipsa——I think it

is important to confirm to the hon member

from the IFP, who raised the matter, that in

looking at how we develop skills in our

country and attract skills to scarce skills

areas—priority skills—we will, of course,

be looking at a wide range of persons that

can be utilised. That would include skilled

persons both in our country and those who

are outside South Africa. .

However, I think it is important to just state

that we would not want to denude other

African countries of skills that are available

in those countries. So, while we do seek to

identify priority skills. we don’t wish to

destabilise our region and the continent in

terms of available professional skills within

. them.

ANC has unwaveringly unfurled the banner ’
While Jipsa, as a component, seeks to
identify priority skills, the Accelerated and

Shared Growth Initiative of South Africa
requires skills development and training for
the large part of our populace. Thank you.
‘Am I allowed to continue, Madam?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: To wrap up.
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The MINISTER OF EDUCATION: I will

wrap up then by responding to the comment

that was made with respect to the President‘s

remarks in the state of the nation address.

Clearly, any party is able to provide any list,

and every job advertised in South Africa is

available for any person to apply for.

‘ I think it‘s important that we say what the FF

Plus indicated in that they had a list of South

Africans that were keen to provide their

services to the country, particularly in the

technical skills area. There are so many jobs

in the technical skills area in South Africa

that any person who is qualified should, of

course, apply for those posts.

We will intensify our scarce skills strategy,

we will do more with respect to training in

maths and science, and we will certainly

ensure that our educational institutions are

ready to provide the kind of training and

skills development that will fundamentally

alter South Africa's prospects for economic

development, I thank you. [Applause] '

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF

CONSTITUTION

(Minister’s Response)

Die ADJUNKMINISTER VAN KUNS EN

KULTUUR: Baie dankie, Adjunkspeaker.

Ek wil met die agb Ngaleka saamstem as sy

sé dat die Vryheidstitanifes verklaar dat

Suid-Afrika aan al haar inwoncrs behoort.

Dit sluit in die nageslagte van die K110i. die

San, die migrante van Europe. die Maleise

slawe, Afrikaners, en die nageslagte van

Hintsa. Cetshwayo en Sekukhune.

En ck wil net sé dat vanjaar vier ons die lOde

herdenking van die nasionale Grondwet en

ons nooi aImal. en spesiliek die DA, out the

jaar saam met ons. saam met al die mense

van Suid-Afrika en die ANC, die leCI’SC

nasie van ons te bou eerder as om rassehaat

aan te hits. Dankie. [Applous.] ( Translation

. ofAfrikuuns Minister's Response follows.)

[The DEPUTY MINISTER OF ARTS AND,

CULTURE: Thank you very much, Deputy

Speaker. I want to agree with the hon

Ngaleka when she says that the Freedom

Chamer states that South Africa belongs to

all her inhabitants. That includes the descen~

dants of the Khoi, the San, the migrants from

Europe, the Malay slaves, Afrikaners, and

the descendants of Hintsa. Cetshwayo and

Sekukhune. ,

And I just want to say that this year we are

celebrating the 10th anniversary ‘of the

national Constitution, and we invite every-

body, and particularly the DA, in this year to

build this diverse nation of ours, together

with all the people of South Africa and with

the ANC, rather than to stir up racial hatred.

Thank you. [Applause.]]

DEFINITION OF SOUTH AFRICAN

IN FREEDOM CHARTER;

ACQUISITION OF SCARCE SKILLS

7 (Minister’s Response)

Die MINISTER VIR DIE STAATSDIENS

EN ADMINISTRASIE: Agb Adjunk—

speaker, nadat ons geluister het na die

Adjunkminister is dit 'vir my ’n bietjie

moeilik om my Afrikaans te toets. want sy

was baie goed.

Sy het 00k gepraat oor wie ‘n Suid-

Afrikaner is, en ek \vil met haar saamstem.

asook met agh Ngaleka. dat vir ons in die

banke van die ANC was dit altyd baie

duidelik dat ons aImal Suid~Afrikaners is.

want, in elk geval. deur ons are vIoei die

bloed van ons voorgeslagte. Dit is die bleed

van die Maleise slawe, dit is die kleinkinders

van die Afrikaners. dit is die bloed van

Hintsa, Cetshwayo en Sekukhune én van al

die anderc.

El; dink nie daar is enigiemand in die Huis

\vat kan 56 die bloed wat deur hul are vloei.

is nie die bleed \vat kotn van die

voorgeslagte nie. en daarom is dit nodig vir

ons 0m baie fyn te kyk na ons Grondwet. en

natuurlik na die Vryheidsmanifes.
As ons na

die Vryheidsmanifes
self kyk—en dit kept a1

van 50 jaar gelede———dan was daar nooit n

ondnidelikheid
vir die ANC bar me ’n  
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V Suid-Afrikaner is nie. Toe ons gepraat het

van wit en swan was dit ook vir ons duidelik

' dat dit wit, swart, bruin en geel is; dat dit al

die mense is en dat dit alomvattend is.

(Translation of Afrikaans paragraphs fol-

laws.)

[The MINISTER FOR THE PUBLIC SER-

VICE AND ADMINISTRATION: Hon

Deputy Speaker, after listening to the

Deputy Minister it is a bit difficult for me to

test my Afrikaans, because she is very good.

She also spoke about who is a South African,

and I want to agree with her, as well as Wllh

t . the hon Ngaleka, that for us on the benches

of the ANC it has always been very clear that

we are all South Africans, because in any

‘ event the blood of our ancestors flows in our

veins. It is the blood ofthe Malay slaves, the

grandchildren of the Afrikaners, the blood of

Hintsa, Cethswayo and Sekukhune and of all

the others. ,

I do not think there is anybody in this House

who can say that the blood flowing in their

veins is not blood coming down to us from

our forefathers, and that is why it is neces-

sary to look very closely at our Constitution

and, of course, at the Freedom Charter. If we

look at the Freedom Charter itself—and it

dates back fifty years already—then there

was never any uncertainty for the ANC.as to

who is a South African. When 'we spoke

about white and black it was also clear to us

that this was white, black, brown and yel-

low; that it was all the people and that it was

all-embracing]

When we look at the Constitution itself, the
‘ founding principles of the Constitution that
declare us to be one sovereign democratic

' state reflect on human dignity, the achieve- .
ment of equality and the advancement of
human rights and freedom. They reflect on
nonracialism _ and nonsexism, and, at no
stage, did we make the assumption that the
battle for nonracism and nonsexism would »
be an easy one. At no point did we think that
we could Wipe away our past in one day.

What is very diflicult is when members of
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Parliament perpetuate race and colour, and I

' think we need to look at how we overcome

that. We have the responsibility, as elected

representatives, to do so. We are here as

leaders in our country and we must take that

leadership responsibility. So let us definethe

. issue of race and colour appropriately, and

let us build this nonracial country of ours.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! ‘

The MINISTER FOR THE PUBLIC SER—

VICEAND ADMINISTRATION: Can I just

answer a second question that came up, a

second statement—~a separate issue?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR THE PUBLIC SER-

VICE AND ADMINISTRATION: It’s just

an addition to what the Minister of Educa-

tion raised, and that was in relation to a very

interesting input from the hon Skosana of the

“IFP. He said to us that as we'deal with the

issue of skills needs as required by Jipsa and

Asgisa, we should be careful about rolling

back our political freedoms We have gained.

He also spoke about the Scramble for what

, he called scarce resources and so on.

The Minister of Education very clearly spelt

out how we would draw on the skills base

required. I want to reassure the hon members

and others in this House that we have no

intentidn'of rolling back our hard—won free-

doms.

As we look at the utilisation of resources,

whether of retired people or even of those

who have taken'voluntary severance pack—

ages, we will do so in a manner that will

regulate their involvement in the process so

that we ensure this nonracial democracy we

are building—that we fiercely defend—~and

ensure the economic growth required in the
country. '

I think you are aware, hon member, that on
10 February the Government Gazette clearly
defined the areas of scarce skills, which are
now open for those outside of South Africa
to apply for in order to have easier access to
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our labour market. Even that is done in a way

that we don’t contribute towards the under-

development of the continent. Thank you

very much. [Time expired] [Applause]-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I know I

, had indicated to some Ministers that we

would take responses from them, but {the

time allocated for responses has now ex—

pired. I really apologise. We can only appeal

to Ministers to please be mindful, in your

responses, of. the fact that your colleagues

would also like to respond.

DECISION OF QUESTION ON

ADOPTION OF REPORT FROM

VPARLIAMENTARY PROCESS ON

AFRICAN PEER REVIEW

MECHANISM’ '

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY

PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be adopted and forwarded

to South Africa’s focal point on the

African Peer Review Mechanism to be

incorporated into South Africa’s self—

assessment country report and

programme of action.

Thank you.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are there any

objections? .

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:

Madam Speaker, on a nonpolitical basis,

may I second that. [Laughten]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think Mr

Gibson deserves a round of applause. [Ap-

plause] Does that go for all parties? Are

there no objections?

, Motion agreed to.

Report accordingly adopted.

The House adjourned at 16:58.
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‘ COMMITTEE REPORTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

National Assembly

The Speaker

1. > Membership ofAssembly

The following member vacated her seat ;

in the National Assembly with efiect . i

from 31 January 2006:

Gillwald, C E.

TABLINGS

National Assembly and National Council

ofProvinces

1. The Minister of Safety and Security

(a) Proclamation No R65 published -

in Government Gazette No 28279 ‘ ‘

dated 2 December 2005: Notifica-

tion by President in accordance

with section 25 of the Protection :

of Constitutional Democracy '-‘

against Terrorist and Related Ac- .

tivities Act, 2004 (Act No 33 of

2004).

(b) Proclamation No R66 published

in Government Gazette No 28279

dated 2 December 2005: Notifica-

tion by President in accordance

with section 25 of the Protection

of Constitutional
Democracy"

anainst Terrorist and Related Ac—

D .

tivities Act. 2004 (Act No 33 of

2004). -  
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Foreword

The Joint Coordinating Committee on the African Peer Review Mechanism is

proud to table its final report as the culmination of an infe‘nsrve parliamentary

process. The Self-Assessment process of the African Peer Revrew

Mechanism is indeed a useful tool to assist our nation to conduct an honest '

analytical reflection on our progress as a developing democracy. Parliament

takes this opportunity to applaud the architects of this African initiative. In

particular we acknowledge the leading role played by our Presrdent, Thabo

Mbeki in the conceptualisation and furtherance of the ‘peer revrew’ concept as

a means for African States to work collectively towards our common purpose

of the development of our Continent and her peoples.

in engaging with the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM). it became

evident that the role of Parliaments in this continental mechanism was not

adequately elaborated. We believe that South Africa’s contribution to the

funher development of the APRM has been an important consideration in

defining our Parliament‘s role in our country process. It is hoped that using

the South African context where the independence of Parliament and its

oversight of government are constitutionally mandated, to define the active

and independentparticipation of Parliament in the peer review process will

contribute significantly to strengthening other Parliaments in Africa.

Parliament established formal structures to participate in the country self-

assessment and other processes of the~APRM. In determining Parliament’s

approach to the country process, careful consideration was given to avoiding

duplication with the process driven by the Peer Review Governing Council.

Parliament therefore considered the peer review questionnaire as a guideline

to focus on strategic issues where Parliamentcan add value.‘ in particular,

the effectiveness and efficiency of Parliament as a democratic institution in

South Africa was considered as an important dimension of the review. To this

end Parliament will still embark on a comprehensive selt'assessment to b

conducted by an independent panel during 2006. '

Parliament views our country’s peer review process as a beginning to an

ongoing assessment of our nation with a particular focus on democracy, good

governance, rights, freedoms and development. Parliament will have an

ongoing role in overseeing the implementation of the programme of action

that will emanate from the peer review mechanism.

During this first assessment, many critical issues were highlighted and many

lessons learnt. ’While Parliament placed great emphasis on engaging civil

.society organisations, corporate South Africa and ordinary citizens, the limited

time for the completion of the process negatively affected the extent of these

engagements. We are confident that we will do better in subsequent peer

revre‘w processes where we now have a better understanding of what is
requrred and the time needed to complete the process adequately. We are
however encouragedby the positive public response to the process and the
invaluable outcomes. We have highlighted critical issues that will occupy the

370'
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attention or Memoers or r'aruamem in vroram oeoares on poncres, iegrsrauon

and service delivery in our country for a while to come.

Finally, we would like to thank the Chairpersons of the Joint Ad Hoc

Committees for their exceptional leadership. Members of the Joint

Coordinating Committee and Joint Ad Hoc Committees for their valuable

participation and the Parliamentary staff for their tireless assistance.

We are certain that the issues raised in this report will contribute significantly

and add value to the Country Self-Assessment Report and Programme of

Action for the good of our country.

8 Mbete _ V MJ Mahlangu

Speaker of the NA ‘ ' - ‘ , Chairperson on the NCOP
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Introduction

President Mbeki formally submitted South Africa to a peer review process

under the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) on 28 September 2005.

The APRM is an African-owned and driven initiative that seeks to improve

governance and national management. It is voluntarily acceded to by. the

Member States of the African Union as an African self-monitoring mechanism.

The main purpose of the APRM is to encourage participating Member States

to ensure that their policies and practices conform to the agreed political,

economic and corporate governance values, codes and standards. it further

seeks to ensure that the mutually agreed objectives in socio-economic

development elaborated in the New Partnership for Africa's Development

(NEPAD) are achieved.

The process of self-assessment and review is divided into five stages:

0 Developing a country Self-Assessment report and a draft Programme

of Action ‘ .

u Drafting an issues Paper by the African Peer Review Team

a Development of a Country Report and Programme of Action by the

African Peer Review Team ‘ ' '

n Consideration of the Country Report and Programme of Action by the

African Peer Review Panel and recommendations to the African Peer

Review Forum " - y . '

a Public Tabling of the Country Report and Programme of Action

The Country Self-Assessment for the African Peer Review Mechanism-

Questionnaire forms the basis of SouthAfrica‘s peer review.

The questionnaire is divided into four sections containing specific objectives,

questions and indicators. The Sections of the questionnaire are:

a) Democracy & Good Political Governance

b) Economic Governance and Management

0) Corporate Governance

d) Socio-economic Development

Parliament has piayed‘an active and independent role in the country self-
assessment and review. In engaging with the African Peer Review
Mechanism (APRM), it became evident that the role of Parliaments in this
continental mechanism has not been adequately elaborated. South Africa‘s
contribution to the development of the APRM was an important consideration

' in defining Parliament’s role in the country process.

Public participation in Parliament’s process was an obvious imperative.
Parliament iS ideally placed to broaden public involvement in the peer review
process and stimulate public awareness and dialogue on the matters to be
revrewed.
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Given the tirneframe for the completion of the review process. joint structures

were established to streamline Parliamentary processes: '

o A Joint Coordinating Committee co-chaired by the Presiding

Officers. ’

u The following Joint Ad-hoc Committees were established based on

the four sections of the questionnaire:

a) Joint Ad-hoc Committee on Democracy & Good Political

Governance ,

b) Joint Ad-hoc Committee on Economic Governance &

Management

c) Joint Ad-hoc Committee on Corporate Governance -

d) Joint Ad-hoc Committee on Socioeconomic Development

The ad hoc Committees solicited public views through hearings and written

submissions. TheCommittees also conducted independent research and

received briefings from identified stakeholders. Community consultations

were conducted in municipalities across the country.

The Report is organised into five chapters. The chapters document the ,

processes, findings and recommendations of each of the Joint Ad Hoc

Committees and the community consultations. The report does not provide a

complete account of the issues under the various sections of the

questionnaire due to the short timeframes and unavailability of

participants/stakeholders due primarily to the timing of the self-assessment

process.

The section of the questionnaire on democracy and good political governance

required an assessment of Parliament. The Joint Coordinating Committee

considered it most appropriate that an independent panel conduct such

assessment. Unfortunately, due to time constraints and the unavailability of

identified panellists at short notice, this assessment was not possible for the

purpose of Parliament‘s APRM process. The role of Parliament and

Parliamentarians under the four thematic areas addressed by the Joint Ad

Hoc Committees has however been highlighted in each Section. An

assessment of the independence, efficiency and effectiveness of Parliament

will however be conducted as a priority project for Parliament during 2006.
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Democracy and Good Political GoVernance

The mandate of the Committee derives from Section 1 of the APRM

Questionnaire containing the following objectives:

0 Prevention and reduction of intra-and inter-state conflicts ,

o Constitutional Democracy, including periodic political competition and

opportunity for choice, the rule of law, citizens rights and supremacy of

the Constitution

a Promotion and protection of economic. social and cultural rights

a Uphold separation of powers. including the protection of the

independence of the judiciary and of an effective legislature

o Accountable, efficient and effective public office holders and civil

servants

:1 Fighting corruption in the political sphere

a Promotion and protection of the rights of women

a Promotion and protection of the rights of Children

a Promotion and protection of the rights of vulnerable groups, including

refugees and internally displaced persons

Methodology

The Committee undertook a number of activities between October 2005 and

January 2006 to give effect to its mandate. These include participating in an

orientation workshop; identifying focus areas to guide the Committee’s work;

conducting public hearings in three provinces; conducting an audit of all

international instruments and standards relating to democracy and good

political governance that have been signed, ratified 'and/or acceded to by

South Africa; as well as inviting written submissions on questions relating to

the obiectives of the Committee's focus areas.

Limitations

The Committee noted with concern various factors that limited its. work, such

as tight timeframes; compromised public participation and unavailability cf

stakeholders.

Key findings and recommendations

The following comprises an overview of the main ,findings and

recommendations of the Committee. , '
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International Codes and Standards

The Committee found that South Africa is generally internationally compliant,

as It has signed and/or ratified or acceded to most of the relevant international

instruments enumerated in the APRM questionnaire. South Africa is also

compliant with the reporting requirements contained in the instruments.

Furthermore, various pieces of legislation have been passed to make human

rights obligations arising from these international instruments part of South

African law. These are discussed in the relevant sections below.

 

Recommendation

:1 Parliament should develop mechanisms to proactively initiate

Signature and ratification of all outstanding international instruments.

  
 

Objective 1: PreVention and Reduction of intra and Inter-State Conflict

The Committee resolved that South Africa’s democracy is not currently under

threat from external forces, as the country is not in conflict with any country.

On the contrary, South Africa has cordial relations with all African States. from

Algeria to Zimbabwe, in alphabetical order. Also, South Africa plays a key role

in peacekeeping missions in Africa, and is presently listed as the tenth largest

Troop Contributing Country (TCC) to the United Nations. At present a number

of South African National Defence Force troops are deployed at various

istations in the DRC, Burundi. as well as in Ethiopia and Eritreat The

challenge that remains is to allay society’s perception that the Government of

V South Africa spends too much money on peacekeeping operations in other

countries with money that could be used domestically to improve service

delivery. ‘ "

The Committee further resolved that statistics used to describe poverty levels

are outdated, and thus do not necessarily constitute a true reflection of the

poverty situation in the country. Moreover, despite the fact that social grants

are available as a mechanism to alleviate poverty, many potential

beneficiaries do not access it, as they are not aware of its existence. In

instances where they are aware of such services. they do not know how to

access it practically. Poverty and underdevelopment may pose a potential

source of internal conflict.

_______.__————-
—-

‘ The South African National Defence Force has 1334 members deployed in the DRC. 6 in

Ethiopia and Eritrea and 896 in Burundi.
-

10
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Recommendations

0 The Department of Foreign Affairs should provide Parliament with

regular reports on South African missions deployed in foreign

countries. ' \ _ , ~ *

o The Department of Social Development should prowde Parliament

with an assessment report on the impact of its poverty allevration

mechanisms. This report should evaluate the impact of such

mechanisms, identify shortcomings and introduce plans to address

these.

a Government departments, particularly the Department of Social

Development, need to intensify their community outreach campaigns

to inform communities-about available services and to empower

them to access such services.

a Parliament should‘intensify its oversight function to ensure that the

fight against crime is successfully maintained by the departments in

the criminal justice sector. -    
.Objective 2: Constitutional Democracy, including periodic political

competition and opportunity for choice, the rule of law, citizen rights

and supremacy of the Constitution . . . .

The Committee resolved that South .Africa does have a functioning

constitutional democracy in which human rights‘are protected and the citizens

of the country can freely dialogue, participate in Parliamentary processes, as

well as criticise and praise Government and State structures with regard to

the realisation of their rights. Furthermore, the country has reached the stage

where opposing views are not only accommodated and tolerated, but are

actively encouraged. There is general acceptance of and respect for the

supremacy of the Constitution and the rule of law. Various features in the

Constitution that promote democratic rule include provisions protecting the

Constitution from arbitrary amendment; public participation in the processes of

Government; the principle of cooperative governancef decentralisation of

powers to provinces; avbill of rights containing specific human rights for

individuals and groups; an independent Executive, Legislature and Judiciary,

as well as independent bodies to ensure that rights are protected and

respected. Public awareness of Chapter 9 Institutions is still minimal.

Independent Constitutional bodies report poor feedback on recommendations

contained in reports submitted to Parliament. As these bodies do not have

enforcement powers, a lack of feedback seriously compromises the

effectiveness of their work. Political parties have reached a level of maturity

where they can actively engage with each other without resorting to violence.

The Committee‘finally resolved that elections held in the country since 1994

can be rated as free and fair.

11   
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Recommendations

0 All structures ‘of Government, as well as Parliament, should work to

maintain public confidence in the democratic system of governance

by. promoting the Constitutional principles of accountability,

transparency and inclusivity.

a Political parties are central to the promotion and entrenchment of

democracy and should thus take responsibility for promoting

democratic rule in the country. . '

a Parliament should develop mechanisms to actively engage Chapter

9 institutions.

a The Electoral Commission should be encouraged to continue its

election outreach campaign, with a view to improving voter

registration.   
ijective 3. Promotion and Protection of Economic, social and cultural

rights, crvrl and political rights as enshrined in African and international

human instruments

The Committee resolved that the state of human rights in the country can be

rated as good to excellent at the level of policy, legislation and institutional

mechanisms. However, at the level of implementation, it can only be rated as

satisfactory, as several challenges remain. '

 

Recommendations

a Constitutional bodies should better inform the public of their services,

including access to these services.

a The South African‘Human Rights Commission should educate the

public, particularly rural communities, about their human rights and

responsibilities. Such education programmes should be customised

in terms. of language and format to maximise access by identified

target groups. .   
 

Objective 4: Uphold the Separation of Powers, including the protection

of the independence of the judiciary and of an effective Legislature

The Committee resolved that the separation of powers generally works well in

the country. The separation of powers has resulted in a strong sense. of

independence in the execution of judicial functions. The Constitution

emphasises the need for the judiciary to broadly reflect the racial and gender

composition of South Africa. Consequently, the process of transformation of

the Judiciary is in progress, and attempts are being made to accelerate the

process..There is no legislation in place to deal with misconduct by judges

which does not amount to impeachable conduct, but which constitutes serious

misconduct. The oversight and accountability function of the Legislature IS a

I”)
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useful measure to ensure accountable Government. Whereas the primary

responsibility of the Executive is to implement laws and obligations ansrng

from international instruments, structures within the Presrdency also deal With

internal oversight over the Executive.

 

Recommendations

a Parliament should monitor progress and the pace of transformation

in the judiciary.

a Parliament should intensify its oversight role to ensure that the

Executive is held accountable for service delivery, ratification of

international instruments and reporting on progress with regard to

obligations arising from such instruments. ,

a Parliament, the Judiciary and the Executive should respect. sustain

and uphold the separation of powers as entrenched in the

Constitution by subjecting it to ongoing scrutiny. , .

a Parliament should initiate a debate on the separation of powers, with

particular reference to therelationship between Parliament and the

Executive.    
Objective 5: Ensure accountable, efficient and effective public office

holders and civil servants , ‘ , ,

The Committee resolved that South Africa‘s Public Service operates in

compliance with the constitutional values, and principles of Public

Administration outlined in section 195 of the Constitution, as well as the '

Constitutional requirement of cooperative governance.

 

Recommendations

a Departments, should focus more attention on integrated planning to

ensure coordinated, streamlined and holistic service'delivery.

o Government's programme on public-private partnerships for the

improvement of service delivery should be accelerated and should

include civil society organisations. 1 , ,

:3 Further attention should be given to raising awareness of

Government‘s programmes and policies to enable meaningful

community involvement. Similarly. the role of Parliamentarians in

informing their constituencies about government policies and

programmes should be accelerated. .   
Objective 6: Fighting corruption in the political sphere

The Committee resolved that corruption is one of the most serious crimes

committed in the country. However, the South African Government has made‘

major strides in undertaking various initiatives to curb corruption. There are

perceptions that exaggerate the true state of affairs with regard to the

prevalence of corruption in the country.

13

386

 

  



  

 

387 TUESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY 2006 .

 

Recommendations

0 The Department of Justice and Constitutional Development must

expedite the finalisation and distribution of the Guideline Booklet on

the Prevention of Corruption and Corrupt Activities Act.

a There is a need for improved coordination between the agencies

responsible for dealing with matters of corruption. ,

:1 There is a need to build bigger and better anti-corruption capacity in

the country. '

  0 There is a need to improve cooperation with neighbouring countries.

 

Objective 7: Promotion and Protection of the rights of women

The Committee resolved that the Government of South Africa has shown true

commitment to promoting and protecting the rights of women and entrenching

gender equality in the country at the levels of policy, legislation and

institutional mechanisms. in terms of the People's Contract Policy, all major

role-players, including business, the religious community, and broader civil

society, are also required to promote, protect and enhance gender equality.

However, many challenges remain, including entrenched gender inequality

and patriarchy; violence against women; access to land; trafficking in girl

children; and gender mainstreaming.

 

Recommendations

0 Programmes to eradicate violence against women and children

should be reviewed in terms of appropriateness, access and capacity

to protect all vulnerable women and children.

a Chapter 9 Institutions must take steps to form partnerships with

organisations working in their focus areas to ensure that information

regarding human rights, and in particular women‘s rights. filter down

to grassroots level.

a The Commission on Gender Equality should develop mechanisms to

ensure that the activities of all relevant departments involved in the

fight against violence against women and inequality are conducted in

a coordinated manner.
, _

o The Commission on Gender Equality (CGE) should intensify its

development programmes in rural areas and ensure broad-based

accessibility.    
Objective 8: Promotion and Protection of the rights of children and

young persons

The Committee resolved that the Constitution provides for the protection and

promotion of children‘s rights. South Africa is also party to a number of

14'
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International instruments aimed at protecting and promoting children’s rights.

However, certain challenges remain with regard to education; children in

prison; children living on the streets; child trafficking and sexual exploitation;

child-headed households; children with disabilities and crimes against

children.

 

Recommendations

0 The Office'on the Rights of Children (ORG) should conduct a review

of all Constitutional Court decisions favouring children's rights and

report to Parliament on compliance with such decisions by

government Departments. , '

o The CEO in the Presidency should facilitate and coordinate the

establishment of children's rights focal points in all spheres of

Government. .

a Children‘s rights intervention mechanisms should include a focus on

the family unit. . . "

a Parliament should accelerate the passing of legislation that prohibits

the trafficking in children and young persons and impose sanctions

against traffickers. Furthermore, policies and programmes need to

be developed to provide support and assistance to victims of

trafficking.
.

a Parliament should devise mechanisms to increase public awareness

around issues of child trafficking and child pornography.   
 

Objective 9: Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Vulnerable

Persons, including internally displaced persons and refugees

The Committee resolved that the Government of South Africa has achieved a

great deal in trying to meet its commitment towards all forms of migrants.

However, a number of challenges remain in the treatment of refugees and

asylum seekers. These include a lack of capacity and ‘ ineffective

implementation of the Refugees Act. The Committee notes efforts by the

Government to address the plight of internally displaced persons, including

economically-induced and- disaster induced displaced persons, such as

several housing projects to accommodate economically induced displaced

persons.

15
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Recommendations

u The relevant Parliamentary Committees should include‘a focus on

the realisation and protection of the rights of vulnerable persons in

their strategic plans.

a inter-departmental collaboration regarding facilities and services for

refugees should be improved, taking into account the requirements

v of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act and the Refugees Act.

a The Department of Home Affairs should develop systems for the

accurate reporting of human migration for more effective policy

development and planning.  
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Economic Governance and Management-

The mandate 'of the Committee derived from Section 2 of the APFtM

Questionnaire containing the following objectives:

a Promote macroeconomic policies that support sustainable

development ' .

0 Implement sound. transparent and predictable government economic

policies ,

0 Promote sound public finance management

D. Fight corruption and mOney laundering ‘ . - ' '

o Accelerate regional integration by participating in the harmonisation of

' monetary. trade and investment policies

Limitations and Challenges of the Committee:

The Committee experienced a number of challenges ‘during its public

hearings, such as the non-availability of stakeholders; communication gaps

between Parliament and civil society, which affected the level of participation

by civil society; shortened time frames; and thelack of feedback from

departments. As a result, the Committee acknowledges that the report does

not provide a complete picture of the issues due to the narrow base of

participation and time restrictions on potential additional research.

Key Findings and Recommendations

The following comprises an overview‘of the main-findings and

' recommendations of the Committee under each objective.

International Codes And Standards

The Committee resolved that South Africa is’internationally compliant; as it,

has both signed and ratified most of the relevant international instruments.

The report enumerates South Africa’s financial and legislative framework,

which ensures its compliance with international standards and codes. South

Africa has also established various regulatory and supervisory institutions to

ensure that this legislation is adhered to.

Objective1zPromote Macro-Economic Policies That Support

Sustainable Development '

The Committee resolved that South Africa's macro-economic policy is sound

and supportive of sustainable development. However, key challenges remain,
including poverty, inequality and‘unemployment. This view has been
supported by an overview of the South African economy. including the Growth
Employment and Redistribution Policy (GEAR), as well as the present
economic environment, including the economic structure and performance,
relationship between Government and business, corporate performance,

17‘
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privatisation. Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) and affirmative Action

(AA), exchange controls and the future economic outlook.

 

 

Recommendations

:1 Government should investigate the feasibility of increasing the deficit to

address some of the service delivery backlogs. For several years, the

fiscal deficit has been projected lower than originally intended by

Government due to unanticipated overflows of revenue. Government

should therefore improve its methods for projecting revenue flows so

that the projected deficit is attained. This should be backed by a

comprehensive strategy to ensure that there is substantial capacity to

spend the allocated funds. This is a particularly important

consideration, given the implementation challenges of the financial

management framework (particularly the Public Finance Management

Act No. 1 of 1999 (PFMA). as amended, and Municipal Finance

Management Act No.56 of 2003 (MFMA) at sub-national levels,

particularly at Local Government level.

a Government should clarify South Africa’s industrial policy.  
 

Objective 2: Implement' Sound, Transparent And Predictable,

Government Economic Policies

The Committee resolved that South Africa's policy—making process is fairly

transparent. However, the credibility and reliability of statistics is a concern,

as is the lack of independence of Statistics South Africa (StatsSA).

Furthermore, the budget process needs more engagement as the budget is

currently presented without much room for changes from Parliament and

other stakeholders. The report further lists the pieces of legislation that have

been passed to improve transparency, the importance of public participation

and the role of Parliament in this regard (as well as related constitutional

provisions), and the parliamentary budget process.

 

 

Recommendations

0 The budget process needs to be further decentralised to ensure the

involvement of critical stakeholders, such as Parliament and civil

society. The Government should also facilitate greater public

involvement and understanding of the complex characteristics of South

Africa’s fiscal policy so as not to compromise on budget transparency.

in Parliament should effect the Constitutional requirement. in terms of

Section 77(2) of the Constitution, that allows for an Act of Parliament

to enable Parliament to amend money bills.

:1 The credibility and reliability of statistics used for policy development

and planning should be improved.
_ ‘

u The feasibility of StatsSA being independent of Government should be

considered.  
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Objective 3: Promote Sound Public Finance Management ‘

Committee resolved that South Africa has a potentially effective public

firzEnce management framework, particularly regarding the PFMA and the

MFMA. Howaver, challenges regarding implementation hinder progress in

socio-economic development. The report further elaborates on

implementation challenges regarding the management of government

programmes and goals, monitoring and evaluation systems, the Medium Term

Expenditure Framework (MTEF), and compliance Withthe PFMA and the

MFMA.

 

 

Recommendations

0 The accountability cycle needs to be further strengthened through

improved coordination and communication between all arms of

government. ‘
.

o The implementation of policy and legislation should be monitored

regularly to ensure effective service delivery. ' ‘

a Government should address the capacity challenges and constraints

evident at Local Government level. '  
 

Objective 4: Fight Corruption and Money Laundering

The Committee resolved that corruption should be the focus in boththe public

and private sectors. The protection of whistleblowers has not been as

effective as intended by legislation as in many instances whiStleblowers feel

vulnerable and, therefore. feel discouraged. Furthermore, disciplinary

procedures against perpetrators are not satisfactory. There are also no

statistics on corruption and crime from Stats SA. making it difficult to measure

precisely the levels of implementation of legislation dealing with corruption.

 

 

Recommendations

n Statistics South Africa should start collecting statistics on economic

crime, including corruption. '

o The protection of whistleblowers under the Protected Disclosures Act

{Act 26 of 2000] should be improved and corrupt officials should

receive appropriate sanctions. in addition, the concept of

“whistleblowei” needs to be defined and further clarified in the Act.

0 Corruption should be distinguished from financial mismanagement,

such'as irregular expenditure. This is particularly important in

quantifying the incidence of corruption in the public sector.   
Objective 5: Accelerate Regional integration By Participating In The

Harmonisation Of Monetary, Trade And investment Policies

h

The Committee resolved that while South Africa promotes trade between

African countries, trade balances are skewed towards South Africa. There is,

19
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therefore. a need to assess the negative impact of such trade balances in

order to develop and implement possible corrective measures to advance

sustainable economic development. South African companies should be

encouraged to invest within the region and continent. It is important, though,

for the Government to keep track of the behaviour of South African companies

and to ensure that they abide by good business ethics. South Africa is a

member of several regional, continental and global organisations, including

the Southern African Development Community (SADC), the Southern African

Customs Union (SACU), African Union (AU), the New Partnership for Africa's

Development (NEPAD), the lndian Ocean Rim (ICE), and the African,

Caribbean and Pacific States-European Union (ACP-EU).

 

 

Recommendations

a Government should monitor the behaviour of South African companies

‘abroad 3 to ensure that they abide by good business ethics.

Government, labour, business, civil society and other relevant

stakeholders should develop protocols governing business behaviour

in foreign countries.

a Government should investigate the unequal trade balanceswithin the

- continent, as thisIs not sustainable.  
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Corporate Governance

The mandate of, the Committee derives from section three oi the'APRM

Questionnaire on Corporate Governance, which enqurres exhaustively into:

o Legal and administrative measures in place to facilitate corporate

governance; . ' .

9 Modes of promoting of corporate good Citizenship; _ ‘ '

0 Codes of good business ethics; corporate fair relations wrth

stakeholders, including shareholders, employees. communities and

suppliers; and
. ‘

o Provisions for accountability of corporations, directors and officers.

The Ad Hoc Committee on Corporate Governance has not attempted to

answer the detailed questionnaire contained in the APFlM Mechanism

document. The questions cover every aspect of corporate governance ,in

exhaustive detail and very often-large amounts of technical and empirical

information are required. instead we opted for a more strategic approach.

which sought to highlight critical matters related to corporate governance in

South Africa today, including some matters that are less often spoken about. "

In particular, we chose to focus on how well businesses in South Africa are

responding to socially responsible investment. We noted too, that this

emphasis is built into the structure of the APRM questionnaire. However, we

did not ignore the latter entirely: the Johannesburg Securities (JSE) was

requested to respond to the questionnaire, which they have done in a most

authoritative and comprehensive manner, concentrating on the wealth of pure

information that is required. it is an excellent piece of work and the AD Hoc

Committee wishes to present it as part of their Report. I ‘

There is no doubt that a culture of good corporate governance has come a

long way since the heydays of the secretive, inward-looking, Sanctions-

busting apartheid era. Much of the necessary legislative and framework is in

place and the remainders are in the process of being instituted. in many

instances South Africa has been at the cutting edge of corporate governance

in the developing world. It was one of the first countries to adopt a Code of

Good Corporate Governance and to include in it provisions for reporting on

the triple bottom-line i.e. the economic, social and environmental. The

Johannesburg Securities Exchange (JSE) is the first Exchange in a

developing country to have launched a Socially Responsible Investment lndex

(SRI) in 2004. Currently 49 companies constitute the index including 32 of the

Top 40 companies in the country. Through legislation and protocols, the

Government is increasingly incorporating central features of good governance

as part and parcel of its administration that is equally applicable to State

Owned Enterprises and other public entities. On the whole all of these

provrsrons are beginning to bear fruit with a good prognosis for the future.

There is an on-going and lively public discourse on good governance aided by

an active and interested media. Several of our leading companies have taken

a lead in setting good standards for corporate governance. The business

community has recognised, by and large, that one of the primary drivers for

21
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good governance must be the social and economic transformation of the

country from an inequitable apartheid past. A recent review of the standards

of corporate governance in the banking sector reported that banks were

committed to high standards of corporate governance and that no serious

breaches were found to exist. (of. The Myburgh Report) The increasing

number of successful prosecutions for insider trading, points to an improving

enforcement capability. Tax compliance has surged ahead in the wake of a

masswe restructuring of our revenue collection systems, which has a positive

spin-off for inculcating a culture of good governance.

On the other hand South Africa has had its fair share of corporate failures and

scandals such as the Leisurenet and Masterbond debacles and there is more

to come. There are still gaps in our legislative and regulatory frameworks and

serious weaknesses inour powers of enforcement. Many companies and

institutions still fall outside any comprehensive compliance net and some, like

powerful state—owned enterprises, fall between the cracks of several regimes

of corporate governance. Apart from an understandable preoccupation with

Black Economic Empowerment. a more broadly based culture of socially

responsible investment is yet to flourish and shareholder activism is extremely

weak. Allegations of questionable business practices regarding procurement

continues to capture the newspaper headlines and at times dubious,

relationships between political parties/politicians and business are revealed.

Much has been achieved, yet much still needs to be done.

South Africa’s Enabling Environment and Regulatory Framework

One of the principal issues raised by the APRM Mechanism is the extent to

which there is an enabling environment and appropriate regulatory framework

to encourage and support good corporate governance in South Africa. The Ad

Hoc Committee has a few recommendations to make in this regard. There are

four pillars upon which the architecture of good corporate governance rests in

South Africa:

0 The King Report on Corporate Governance, issued after extensive

consultation by the Institute of Directors, and subsequently revised in

March 2002. Known as King ll, it emphasises voluntary compliance,

which becomes mandatory for listing on the JSE and its philosophy of

“comply or explain,” and it is the private sector benchmark. it requires

companies to report not only on their financial results but also on their

social responsibilities and impact;
,_ .

o The Public Finance Management Act (PFMA) and the Munrcrpal

Finance Management Act (MFMA) are applicable to all three spheres

of government and all public entities including State owned enterprises

(SOEs). Insofar as it- incorporates some princrples of corporate

governance, it is a legal codification of corporate governance pnncrples

often with criminal sanctions. Some commentators were of the View

that the corporate governance requirements in the public sector were

far more stringent than in the private sector; , _ ‘

u The Companies Act, which is under review with particular attention to

clauses pertaining to corporate governance. which are inadequate and
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is presently under review. Promulgated in 1926, it was last reviewed in

1973. The Department of Trade and Industry is currently engaged in

the much-needed comprehensive review of the legislation prompted by

the changed economic environment of the 21st century, a new

constitutional dispensation, and an obvious need for modernisation.

The Committee acknowledges and endorses this important process;

a Common law, with rich and extensive case histories pertaining to

corporate governance. This section, and section 7, lists key legislation,

which applies to corporate governance in South Africa.

There are still gaps and some contradictions between these different regimes.

’ For instance. State-Owned Enterprises fall under the PFMA and the

Companies Act without the necessary alignment have been done. The

Companies Act has not been reviewed since 1973; the face of business has

changed dramatically since then. Some commentators would prefer to have

principles of corporate governance not heavily incorporated into statute, but to

‘ have common law prevailing; others feel othenrvise.

‘Several commentators referred to the apparent incoherent system of

corporate governance in relation to state owned enterprises (SOE’s). This

manifests firstly in certain anomalies in the corporate governance relationship

between the state as a major stakeholder and the board of directors/

managers of an enterprise; secondly it is found in thercomplex relationship .

between the state, the regulator and the SOE. The role of Parliament as a

critical stakeholder is also not clearly defined. All this leads to’oonfusing

arrangements.» . _ . , » , ' * ,

On the question of the regulatory environment, it is to be noted that South

Africa has wide-ranging regime of regulation, particularly in the financial '

services sector. However, it is common cause that there are far too many

regulators, which obviously undermines good corporate governance and

leads to some being under-resourced. Government has long been promising

‘ a review of regulation in South Africa. 7

There is still concern about the efficiency and effectiveness of our judicial

system to bring'wrongdoers to bo'ok despite some good achievements such

as an_rncrease In successful prosecutions relating to insider trading and the

establishment of special commercial crimes courts.

Finally a.large number-of businesses fall outside of formal compliance

regimes, in particular the SMMEsector, often because these regimes are

rnappropnate for the structures of these companies. '

 

 

Recommendations

:1 The Ad Hoc Committee is of the view that it is critically important that

the four cornerstones of good corporate governance viz. the King

Report. the PFMA and the MFMA, the Companies Act, and preCedents

set by common law be aligned with one another to ensure a seamless

envrronment for corporate governance. An appropriate forum, inclusive  
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of all relevant role‘players. should be formed to develop a common

View on the overall architecture of corporate governance in South

Africa. In this regard, the dilemmas faced by State Owned Enterprises

which fall between regimes. needs to be addressed. I

o The review of the Companies Act is currently undemay. The Ad Hoc

Committee welcomes this comprehensive review and urges a swift

finalisation of this matter and assurance that aspects of law dealing

with corporate governance will be aligned with other regimes.

3 Government must make a concerted attempt to refine the corporate

governance arrangements of SOEs.

:1 The Ad hoc Committee wishes to reiterate the urgency of streamlining

our regulatory structures and ensuring that they are adethately

resourced for enforcement purposes. _

a The Ad Hoc Committee recommends that serious attention be given t

further improving our investigative and prosecutorial abilities to deal

with whitecollar crime and corporate failures.‘

:1 Those sectors falling outside of formal compliance regimes need to

develop standards for the observation of good business practices

bearing in mind the limited capacity for enforcement as well.  
 

Good Corporate Citizenship, Socially Responsible lnvestrnent (SR!)

As noted above the Ad Hoc Committee has 'chosen to focus on socially

responsible investment in South Africa. The inclusion of the requirement for

triple bottom line reporting in the King Report and the launch of the Socially

Responsible investment Index (SRl Index) by the JSE have been watersheds

for the promotion of socially responsible investment practices. Several factors

such as increasing regulation and company brand and reputation are

encouraging companies to report on their socially responsible investment

. practices if this trend is to continue then companies must be property held to

account. The Committee sees shareholder activism and pension fund

trusteeship askey pressures to ensure corporate good citizenship, and

responsible investing. We note that while financial institutions in South Africa

potentially have massive‘leverage for this purpose. they neglect to use it.

Moreover pension fund tmstees are ill prepared to exercise their powers.

which could advance socially responsible investment in South Africa. Other

issues critical to corporate accountability are access to information and ethical

leadership. The Rules Board has yet to finalise the rules for the use of the

Access to lnfonnation Act. small businesses face onerous tasks to bequ

compliant. the fees for low income requesters are high and the Human Rim ts

Commission needs to step up its education programmes. Even government

departments have poor responses to requests for information. Finally there

are emergent areas of ethical risk that could be harmful to corporate

governance. They revolve around some dubious procurement practices,

instances of unacceptably high CEO remuneration and the lack of an official

policy relating to the revolving door phenomenon.
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Recommendations

0 The Committee recommends a forum assembling crucial role-players

from government and the appropriate representatives from the field of

regulators, representative associations, labour and crvrl socrety to

examine strategies to bolster shareholder activism. Reference should

be made to the recommendations of the King report.

a The Public Investment Corporation (PIC) with its massive leverage as

investors. must be mandated to equip itself to become a champion of

‘ socially responsible investment. .

a National Treasury and the Financial Services Board must examine

. mechanisms to empower Trustees of Pension Funds.

a Government should scrutinise its shareholder responsibility with regard

to SOE‘s. . '

u The Committee calls upon the Departments of Justice, of Public-

Service and Administration and the South African Human Rights

Commission to address gaps in legislation that focus on access to

information, and to extend education programmes, formulate rules for

the implementation of the legislation and consider the relevance of the

legislation for small enterprises.

in Both government and business should embark on a comprehensive

scrutiny of our procurement practices to rid them of the flaws that

encourage abuse of the system. All three spheres of government must

be engaged ‘ _ ‘ ‘ « ,

o Government'must expedite the formulation of a policy to counteract the

revolving door phenomenon (restraint of trade or cooling off period) for

. senior civil servants and politicians at ministerial level

a Business ’ organisations must engage with the issUe of CEO

become far more proactive on this matter than in the past. The

possibility of mandatory disclosure of voting at board meetings should be considered ‘

remuneration in a much more vigorous way, and that shareholders V   
Key Focus Areas of SR! in South Africa

The Ad bloc Committee decided to scrutinise four key aspects of SRI, namely

the practices of corporations as they impact on the environment, labour and

disabled people, and the treatment of HM AIDS at the work place. These are

key social issues in South Africa, but have received less attention in South '

Africa as aspects of socially responsible investing than those matters related to

BEE (black-based economic empowerment) and employment equity.

The Impact of Business on the Environment

South 'Africa has some of the world's most progressive environmental

legislation and is signatory to a number of international agreements that aim

to protect the environment and ensure environmental sustainability. This legal

framework not only governs environmental management in South Africa, but

also provrdes the context within which the corporate sector must operate. A
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number of legal requirements and mechanisms (such as environmental

impact assessments and environmental inspectorates) operate at local

provincial and national level. These are aimed at ensuring compliance with

envuronmental regulations from the corporate sector in particular. However,

‘ transgressions of environmental regulations and BA restrictions by the

corporate sector often go unpunished due to a lack of capacity among

envrronmental authorities at local and provincial level.

Some corporations (such as Sasol) comply with the requirements for good

corporate governance and produce comprehensive environmental reports.

Many, however, do not. Moreover, the Department of Environmental Affairs

and Tourism (DEAT) does not undertake monitoring of environmental

performance reporting.

South Africa has an active and diverse non~govemmental environmental sector

that reflects both social and ecological concerns. While civil society is clearly

committed to monitoring South Africa‘s progress in ensuring environmental

sustainability, it is constrained in this task by its limited capacity (viz. the

technical, scientific and environmental expertise, as well as the financial

resources, staff and infrastructure) to do so effectively.

 

Recommendations

to Local and Provincial government should investigate partnerships with

civil society which support the capacitation of the environmental NGO

sector and in particular affected communities in monitoring and

evaluation of the environmental governance of the corporate sector.

The power of the corporate sector needs to be balanced by an

empowered, civil society, aware of, and able to, exercise its

environmental rights.
.

o The environmental NGO sector and in particular, affected communities,

should be encouraged to engage in 'shareholder activism'. in an

attempt to make corporations more accountable. Linkages need to be

sought with other like-minded shareholders.

u The DEAT needs to ensure that its monitoring mechanisms (such as

inspectorates) are sufficiently capacitated (in terms of qualified staff.

equipment and financial resources) to effectively monitor and evaluate

the environmental performance of the corporate sector. Further, the

of the corporate sector and in ensuring that they are held accountable

for poor corporate governance and committing _ environmental

transgressions.

. '

o The DEAT should continue and indeed. bolster. its current initiatives to

co-operate with local and provincial authorities in achieving good

environmental governance by the corporate sector.
_ .

o The DEAT needs to ensure that the punitive aspect of its monitoring

mechanisms (i.e. fines). are of such a nature, as to bring about

compliance from the corporate sector. In addition to fines, the pnncrple

of managerial accountability should be upheld. 

DEAT must take the lead in monitoring the environmental performance '
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o The DEAT needsvto collaborate with the Johannesburg _Stock

' Exchange to ensure that listed companies WhICh‘ are gurlty of

environmental transgressions, are held to account.

  
 

Labour and the ' Workglace

Only one trade union federation gave evidence to the Committee viz. Cosatu.

It recognises the progressive nature of the post 1994labour framework,

introduced by the democratic government that is intended to improve workrng

conditions, reduce labour market inequalities, increase sustainable

employment and enhance the skills of working. The presentation also

highlighted the legislation that has an impact on conditions of employment

which needs attention namely: the Insolvency Act, Companies Act, Protected

Disclosures Act, Immigration Act and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources

Development Act. The flexibility of South African labour market has become a

major point of debate. This matter is presently under discussion. “

Structural changes in the economy have had implications for the labour

market with Cosatu arguing that employers have responded by introducing

greater casualisation, intormalisation and outsourcing. The restructuring of the

labour market has had implications for the enforcement of basic labour rights

and has undermined the protection of basic labour rights as enshrined by the

legislative system. The Committee notes the relationship between improving

competitiveness and meeting basic labourustandards. . :

Cosatu pointed out that South Africa has ratified major International Labour

Organisation Conventions including the freedom of association, the abolition

of forced labour, promotion of equality, elimination of child labour, tripartite

consultation, occupational health and safety and safety in the mines. Cosatu
argues that these conventions ensure a minimum labour standard that should
be maintained. International conventions that still need to be ratified by South
Africa include the UN Convention on Economic; Social and Cultural Rights,
the ILO Convention on the Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents, ILO
Convention 183 on Maternity Protection and International Instruments on the
Rights of Migrant Workers.

, ’

 

 

Recommendations

o The Ad Committee calls for greater dialogue between trade unions,
' government and the private sector on questions of labour market

flexibility, improved competitiveness and basic labour standards.
o The Ad Hoc Committee calls on Government to indicate its intentions

on outstanding international conventions that have yet to be ratified
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Disability and Business

The invisibility. to the corporate world, of people living with disabilities. both in I
the market. and in the workplace, is still of great concern. People living with
disabilities continue to experience discrimination in procurement and

employment.

The Disabled People South Africa (DPSA) held a workshop so as to prepare a

submisston for the APRM process. The following points were submitted to the

Committee. which did not have the opportunity to engage the DPSA.

The DPSA notes:

a . The ARPM questionnaire assumes incorrectly that people with

disabilities are widely employed; the DPSA noted that trade unions do

not have a policy or support programme for unemployed people with

disabilities .

0 Companies are willing to invest socially in the development of people

with disabilities but do not procure goods and services from businesses

owned by people with disabilities.

0 .iPeopie with disabilities continue to be discriminated against in the

labour market and lace major concerns as entrepreneurs.

:1 Companies do not market their products in a manner that is accessible

to people with disabilities. ‘ v v

a Most big' companies do not employ people with disabilities and where

they do, they olten do not make the necessary arrangements to ’

facilitate employment.

:1 Companies are obliged by legislation to report annually on their ‘

employment equity status, but many of them tail to report on disability.

 

 

Recommendations

a Representative business organisations must engage with the

challenges facing people with disabilities as enumerated above.

a The monitoring and reporting of compliance with legislating relating to

disability should be strengthened. . .. .

u The Disability Sector should lobby for the inclusion ol‘ a disability

specific provision in the current review process of the. National

Sustainability Strategy to address some of these issues. '  
 

HIV/AIDS and the Workplace

HIV and AIDS in the workplace is increasingly having a social and economic

impact. Currently, many companies in South Africa have. a standard

workplace policy on HIV and AIDS, which is premised on non-discrimination.

Mandatory HIV testing has been gradually phased out Since the Employment

Equity Act (Act No. 55 of 1998) came into force and brought about the

elimination of unfair discrimination in employment. .
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Despite these positive developments, there are. challenges in efforts to

respond to HIV and AIDS. Firstly, broader policy issues in South Atnca are

unctear, which is hampering the ability of small and medium enterprises to

respond more effectively to the HIV and AIDS epidemic. Secondly, the lack of

efficacy of the South African National AIDS Council (SANAC). which rs the

country‘s coordinating AIDS Council mechanism for purposes of the Global

AIDS Fund, poses a hindrance to the effective management of HIV and AIDS

by companies. Many enterprises depend on SANAC tundrng to begin their

treatment programmes. Thirdly, there are baniers to foreign funding for

private sector projects based on assumptions that the private sector rs

financially viable and as such, not entitled to donor funding.

 

 

Recommendations

:1 The Committee recommends that small. medium and large businesses

must, as a minimum. have in place workplace HIV and AIDS policies in

accordance with the principles set out in the Department of Labour's

Code of Good Practice on HIV/AIDS. .

a Larger businesses should assist medium and smaller businesses i

implementing treatment programmes (including the provision otARVs)

to reduce the burden on the public health sector and also assist in '

improving access to general health services for workers and their

families and surrounding communities. ' v '

a The Committee recommends that social responsibility programmes

require greater investment in resources toimprove the working and

living conditions. as well as educational and housing opportunities, for

' workers and their families. In situations where workers live in hostels,

programmes to assist surrounding communities should also be

implemented. ' '  
 

Areas for further consideration

The Ad Hoc Committee notes that there are several matters which are salient

for corporate govemance but which the Committee did not have time to

pursue, but which merits further attention. '

 

 

They are the following:

0 Several commentators alluded to the poor corporate governance in the

sporting sector in certain quarters.

a The NGO sector does not have a code of corporate govemance that is

appropriate for that sector. The same applies for the SMME sector.

2: Women and especially black women are completely under-represented

on Boards.

:3 There is a thin spread of directors generally in South Africa, with some

individuals holding many directorships. This should be discouraged.
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Socio-economic Development

The inclusion of a section on the assessment of socio-economic development

In the. African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) demonstrates the strong

commitment that the leaders of the continent have taken to continuously

improve the well-being and standard of living of the people of the African

confinenL ‘

The socio-economic development section in the APRM is intended to highlight

efforts and progress made by States in designing appropriate policies,

legislative frameworks and delivery mechanisms in key social development

areas in order to advance the conditions of the people of the continent. It also

seeks to measure the compliance of States with their international

commitments and the manner in which they construct their national

legislation, policies'and programmes in order to meet their international

commitment.

The mandate of the Joint Ad-hoc Committee on Socio—Economic

Development was derived from the socio—economic section of the APRM

Questionnaire encompassing the following six objectives:

:1 Promoting self-reliance in development and build capacity for self-

sustaining development. ‘ ’ '

o Accelerating social-economic development to achieve sustainable

development and poverty eradication.

‘3 Strengthening policies, deliverypmechanisms and outcomes in key

social areas. including education and combating of HIV and AIDS and

other communicable diseases.

0 Ensuring affordable accessto water, sanitation, energy. finance ‘

(including micro—finance), markets. Information Communication

Technology (ICT), shelter and land to all citizens, especially the rural

oor.

u grogressing towards gender equality in all critical areas of concern,

including equal access to education for girls at all levels.

5) Encouraging broad-based participation in development by all

stakeholders at all levels,

The following are the key findings. observations and recommendations ofthe

Committee that were derived from inputs from civil socrety, communities

leaders and representatives, and research institutions:

International Codes and Standards

South Alrica has signed and/or ratified or acceded to most of the relevant

international instruments highlighted in the APRM Questionnaire, and IS

generally compliant with their reporting requirements. The country has also

promulgated a number of national legislation. and created several
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programmes and initiatives to give effect to the obligations arising from these

international commitments.
.

However, the country still has not submitted its report to the United Nations on

the state of children as required by the United Nations Convention on the

Rights of the Child. Although this instrument obligates the State to ensure that

every child has access to benefit from social security, the Child Support

Grant. which is regarded by civil society as key in children‘s survival In South

Africa, is only accessible to children below 14 years. .

Although the Convention of the Rights of the Child also obligates the State to

take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction

of drop-out rates. the country is still faced with a high drop-out rate of learners

who never reach their matriculation (the final stage of schooling in South

Africa). The Convention also obligates the State to provide measures that will

ensure the survival of children in order to ensure that they reach their full

potential. However, in most cases poverty. particularly for poor learners, has

been attributed to the high drop-out rate of learners. The country’s school

nutrition programmes, which has been found to have positive effects on the

attendance of learners in primary level is not yet available for poor learners at

secondary level. . .

Though South Africa has signed the International Covenant on‘Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights, it has yet to ratify this instrument. The Covenant is

the most important international treaty brought into existence to protect the

social, economic and cultural rights of people all over the world. This treaty

forms part of what is often called the 'lnternational Bill of Rights.‘ When a

State ratifies this treaty, its government agrees to begin 'to take steps

immediately to start realising the rights contained in the Covenant.

There is no apparent reason for the country’s failure to ratify the Covenant,

because it imposes no greater duties than the Constitution.

 

 

Recommendations

0 The government, particularly the Department of Social Development,

should. Investigate the social and economic implications of the

eittensmn of the Child Support Grant to cover children under 18 years

0 age. .

o The government _should investigate the economic implications of

fxtelnding the feeding scheme to benefit all poor learners at secondary

eve. » ‘ » _ ’

a Parliament should develop mechanisms to proactively initiate signature

and ratification of key outstanding international instruments.

0 The government should put in place measures to eliminate the drop—

out of learners, particularly poor learners from school.   
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Objective 1: Promoting Self-reliance in Development and Building
Capacity for Self-sustainable Development in South Africa

Since the country‘s first democratic elections in 1994, the South African
government has adopted a sustainable human development approach to
transforming and redressing the legacy of apartheid underdevelopment.

Sustainable livelihoods in South Africa are identified as a key thematic area

for development programmes that seek to give effect to the commitments and

goals of poverty eradication. These programmes are informed by the

commitments that are made nationally and to various international forums

such as the Millennium Summit and World Summit on Sustainable

Development (WSSD).

in order to ensure the participation of local communities in development. the

South African government has established a system of Integrated

Development Planning (lDP). This new approach to Local Government is

developmental, which aims to overcome the poor planning of the past and

foster more public involvement in development, while also ensuring

sustainable livelihoods. The country has also recognised that the viability and

effectiveness of livelihood strategies is dependent upon the availability and

accessibility of assets, services and opportunities, which can be positively

enhanced or adversely undermined by social structures, ecological factors or

institutional processes. , ‘

South Africa has also managed to establish itself as a credible and a

competitive borrower. The countryfs management risk framework has shifted

from managing capital markets risks to include government-wide risk

oversight. This is also with the aim of monitoring and managing government‘s

financial exposure across a broad range of contingent risks.

The major challenge that is facing sustainable development in South Africa is

the role of vulnerable groups such as women, the youth, people with

disabilities and rural communities in development structures and their benefit

from development projects. Vulnerable groups such as women, the youth and

people with disabilities still have a larger share of the poverty burden, which

can also be explained by their disadvantaged position in the labour market, in

terms of jobs and incomes. * .

 

 

Recommendations

0 All constraints to vulnerable group's access and benefit to development

projects should be removed.

I o The country’s approach to development and sustainable development

should place vulnerable groups at the forefront of development

projects. . ‘ _ . ‘

:i There is also a need to ensure the removal of all institutional and soaal

constraints to the participation of local communities in development

structures and institutions, particularly the DP stakeholder forums.  
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u There is a need for a renewed focus and resourcing of the Integrated

‘ Sustainable Rural Development Strategy in order to ensure that .rt

achieves a broad range of developmental outcomes, particularly In

empowering disadvantaged groups such as women, rural communrtres,

the youth and people living with disabilities.

municipalities to be able to implement developmental initiatives.

:1 Municipalities need to develop their capacity to implement development

projects in order to be able to outsource development m an effective

manner, and monitor the results. ‘ .

u 1 Parliament needs to reinforce its oversight role on international

commitments and platforms such as the World Summit on Sustainable

Development (W880) and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) as far

as they affect the country's path to self-reliance in development and

building capacity for sustainable development. 

a National and provincial line departments should build the capacity of

 
 

Objective 2: Accelerating Socio-Economic Development to Achieve

Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication in South Africa

The South African government has committed itself to the reduction of

poverty, low wages and salaries, and extreme inequalities in wages and

wealth generated by the apartheid system. The country has put in place

various mechanisms that are aimed at meeting the basic needs of the people

of South Africa,- particularly the poor. The country ’has put in place

programmes and initiatives aimed at ensuring that every South African has a

decent living standard and economic security. ' ,

While a considerable effort has been made to improve the standard of living of

the poor. the major challenge that is still facing the country is the spatial

distribution of poverty that remains highly concentrated in three of the

country's nine provinces: Free State (63%), North-West (62%) and Limpopo

Province (59%), which have a large concentration of previously marginalised

communities. ’ - .

There is also a considerable variation in poverty concentration between rural

and urban areas in South Africa. A disproportionate number of poor people

are children, with high incidences of visible malnutrition and stunting. The

most seriously affected children are those in rural areas whose mothers have

relatively little education. it South Africa does not put in place effective poverty

interventions,‘ the country is not likely to meet the Millennium Development
Goal of halving poverty by 2015.

'

Dne of the main challenges of the government's poverty eradication strategy
rs the availability of capacity to implement projects. It takes a long time for
departments to spend the money they allocate for poverty initiatives. This is
directly related to the fact that departments are being asked to' perform
functions that are not traditionally within the scope of their work, which means
that they have to develop a particular kind of capacity to deal with the
allocations.

.
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The. agencies tasked with the responsibility of assisting with the identification

of Viable poverty projects, disbursing money to poverty projects, and providing

a monitoring and support service, such as the National Development Agency

are facmg problems with capacity. ‘ '

 

 

Recommendations

D The country should gear itself to enhancepoverty eradication

programmes whilst accelerating the completion of poverty relief

projects.

There is a need for reinforcing the implementation and expansion of

Expanded Public Works Programmes, particularly at community level.

The government and the private sector should explore innovative

employment measures such as job sharing, worker share ownership

and local substitution initiatives.

The government should restructure the current poverty alleviation

programmes in order to ensure that they are strongly integrated to

Small and Micro Business Development initiatives. ,

Municipalities, in particular. should play a more aggressive role in

,, eradicating poverty in South Africa.

Local government should assume their legally enshrined

implementation powers to effectively'implement poverty intervention.

measures.

Municipal institutional capacity should be enhanced in order to ensure

that they are able to manage existing resources and to mobilise

additional resources in order to create self-sustainable projects that will

empower local communities. ‘

Local government must play a critical role in supporting the contribution

of civil society anti—poverty initiatives at local level in order to maximise

their impact. This can be done through funding, sponsorships. and

facilitating community involvement. _

The Departments of Education, Social Development, and Transport

should have a co-ordinated approach to meeting the needs of learners

with disabilities. The tendency is that disabled children use their grants

to pay for transport to school and are required to have expensive.

devices that are key for them to access education. which result in a

cross subsidisation by the three departments.

There is a need to ensure that poverty interventions have long-term

outcomes and are able to create employment opportunities for the poor

and the unemployed in order to ensure that they are self-sustainable.

There is a need for innovative approaches by civil society and the

private sector to empower communities to be sustainable.

~Civil society' organisations, particularly Community-Based-

Organisations should play an active role in development projects,

particularly in, devising long-term term solutions to poverty,

unemployment, and under-development.  
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Objective 3: Strengthening Policies, Delivery Mechanism and Outcomes

in Healthcare in South Africa

The cornerstone of improving people‘s access to health services in. South

Africa and making it more accessible has been the issue of transforming the

health system from its fragmented and inequitable status to a health system

that is integrated. inclusive and responsive to the needs of all South Africans.

in the transformation of the country's healthcare system, the government has

promulgated a number of pieces of legislation. The legislative framework also

seeks to ensure that the broader South African society has equal access to

healthcare, health services and facilities.

Whilst there have major achievements such as the establishment of a Unitary

Public Health System, with the District Health System as its backbone, based

on a primary healthcare approach, there still remain some challenges that

inhibit the country’s progress towards providing effect access to healthcare.

These challenges included the migration of healthcare expert professionals to

developed countries and the HIV and AIDS pandemic. which has posed more

strain to the transformation of healthcare in South Africa.

The major challenges facing healthcare in South Africa is that many new

clinics and the District Health System are not yet adequately functional

because of a lack of personnel and finances, poor administration, and

expanding demands. This is exacerbated by the fact that in many instances ,

rural healthcare is compromised by lack of infrastructure, including basic

services such as roads, water and electricity in the implementation of the

Primary Healthcare approach. , ‘_ _,

Despite several interventions by government, the socio-economic profile of

infant mortality in South Africa also indicates that mortality is consistently

higher in rural and peri-urban areas compared with urban areas. There are '

also striking differences in mortality rates by population group, with more

infant and under-five mortality in the African population,

Childhood mortality rates in South Africa also vary depending on whether the

mother received any antenatal or delivery care. Mothers who receive neither

antenatal nor delivery care or only one type of care suffer higher neonatal and

infant mortality than mothers who receive both antenatal and delivery care.

 

 

Recommendations

u The country should foster more public and private'interactions in

improvmg access to quality healthcare in South Africa.

a The Department of Health, in particular, should enhance its strategy of

creating more public-private healthcare initiatives, particularly in

prevrously marginalised areas.

a The government should establish a strategy to co-ordinate the many

different kinds of community health workers that provide care and , ,
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support regarding HIV and AIDS and home-based care throughout the

country. ' ‘ v ,

a The government‘s strategic interventions on the retention of South

African health scarce expertise shouldbe modelled more towards

finding long-term solutions to the problem of scarce skills rather than

on short-tenn interventions. This should start at school level with the

encouragement of more learners to take science subjects and

provrding a comprehensive bursary scheme to first year students who

_ are taking health degrees. V

c: There is a need to ensure the implementation of funds that are

allocated for upgrading State and provincial hospitals to create an

efficient and well-run alternative healthcare system to the private

sector.

a The government should ensure the equitable redistribution of

healthcare resources between urban and rural areas in order to provide

rural communities access to quality healthcare.

in The government should 'intensify the participation of health

beneficiaries in existing health governance structures such as hospital

boards and health committees. . . _

:1 There is a need for engaging the private sector to ensure that poor

people get a pro rata discount to access private healthcare.

13' Medical schemes should devise mechanisms to ensure that even those

who earn less get access to medical aid schemes. '  
 

u

Strengthening policies, delivery mechanism and outcomes in combating HIV

. and AIDS in South Africa

South Africa has initiated a comprehensive response to communicable and

non-communicable diseases. The country has also developed a

comprehensive response to the adverse challenges of the HIV and AIDS

pandemic. This includes access to medication, nutrition and information.

Various government departments have also initiated various initiatives that

directly address the effects of the HIV and AIDS pandemic. Parliament, in

particularly, has passed a number of laws that addresses public health issues

posed by HIV and AIDS. ‘
' '

However, studies on the impact of HIV and AIDS in various sector of the

South African society continue to highlight the ravaging impact of the

pandemic in the labour market, economy and healthcare. Within the education

system. students and educators continue to tall ill and die. Learners,

especially girls, are dropping out of school in increasing numbers to take care .

of sick family members or to help support their families.

HIV and AIDS co-infection is leading to sharp increases in the incidence of

tuberculosis (TB). The number of reported cases of TB has consrstently risen

since inception of the National TB Control Program (NTCP) that was launched

in 1996. KwaZqu-Natal. Eastern Cape and Western Cape have the highest

numberof cases of TB. These provinces, together with the Northern Cape,

also have incidences of TB, which are higher than the national average.
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Recommendations

0 There is a need for the government, civil society and the private sector

to create a comprehensive AFIV roll out literacy programme,

particularly in previously marginalised communities where there are still

negative perceptions about HIV treatment. _ ~ ‘ ‘

The government should intensify prevention strategies in order to

ensure that the level of awareness about the disease translates into

behavioural change.
> 1

The governmentshould intensify its collaborative approach to the

reduction of the spread of HlV. and address the socio-economic

burden of AIDS morbidity and mortality, particularly between schools,

churches and civil society in addressing the HIV and AIDS pandemic.

There is a need for a comprehensive approach focus on prevention,

treatment and care when dealing with the HIV and AIDS pandemic.

Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCFt) tests to detect HIV in infants and

young children must be available at all treatment and referral sites.

HIV PCFt testing should be included as part of the Integrated

Management of Childhood Illnesses (IMCl) and linked to immunisation

coverage. This way, children will not be lost to follow up and can be

identified easily.

The government should undertake a situational analysis on the extent

of the impact of HIV and AIDS on pensioners. -

Existing government service providers such as social workers.

teachers and nurses, should be trained in addressing the needs and

rights of children affected by HIV and AIDS. ‘ ‘ _

Education and advocacy concerning thetreatment of children with HIV

and AIDS within the medical profession must be improved so that

children can benefit from the implementation‘of the Operational Plan on

a much wider scale. ' ' . .

More effort is needed to strengthen the Mother-to—Child Transmission

(MTCT) programme, particularly in Provinces such as‘Mpumalanga

where the programme seems not to have been implemented at all.

There is a need for more sites with HIV counselling and testing.

The government should .intensify programmes that are aimed at

2|:me that children who are infected by the disease have access to

’s. ‘ ‘

The Department of Health. in particular. should improve its health

management systems in recording causes of death in order for the

government to create appropriate responses to the pandemic.  
 

Strengthening policiesgdeliverv mechanism and outcomes in education in

South Africa

Since 1994_, the education system in South Africa has undergone significant

and extensive restructunng aimed at redressing the long years of apartheid of

unjust policies in education. This is reflected in the new policy and legislative

37
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framework that has been'established to give'effect to the goals and values '

that seek to achieve greater access and equity in education, particularly by

_ poor communities. South Africa is also party to various international protocols

that commit the country‘to expanding access to education.

Education in South Africa is also regarded as one of the most crucial ‘

measures to attaining economic and social development, particularly in

redressrng the legacy of apartheid. It forms one of the cornerstones of

rggovemment policies such as the Reconstruction, and Development

Programme (RDP) and the Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR)

Strategy. Since 1994. the broad focus in South Africa has been to improve

access, 'quality and equity in education. Of the country’s over 12 million

learners, more than 90% are currently in school. Net primary enrolment rates

have remained steady at about 95.5% since 1995 and secondary participation

rates are currently approximately 85% indicating increases in about 15

percentage points since the early 19905. in addition. the male to female

. enrolment ratio is around 97% indicating the higher overall participation rate.

This is a far high enrolment rate than in most other developing countries.

South Africa has also put in place various measures aimed at ensuring that

vulnerable learners such as those that are affected and infected by the HIV

and AIDS pandemic, learners with disabilities and learners from rural areas,

have access to education.

There is, however. an indication in some provinces that more money is still

needed to address the endemic backlogs left by 40 years of apartheid

education, where government resources were channelled into white education

. at the expense of black schools. This has presented a major challenge to the

government’s efforts to rectify the imbalances in education in South Africa.

The greatest challenge in redressing the legacy of apartheid lies in the poorer

and rural provinces like the Eastern Cape. Limpopo.’Mpumalanga and

KwaZulu-Natal.

 

 

Recommendations

0 The government shouldensure the effective implementation of the

laws and policies that are aimed at removing barriers to education,

including access to higher education.

a The government should abolish school fees in all farm schools as a

- standard policy. .
‘-

0 Farm schools should be consolidated into larger and better-funded

rural education centres, which will be able to draw on a broad range of

teaching talent and benefit from better resourcing and economies of

scale. '
>

_ ‘

u Adequate transport services should be provided to farm schools and in

' areas where learners have to walk long distances to and from school.‘

a Provincial departments of education should take a more active role rn

' farm school management
and governance.  
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o The Rural Education Policy should focus on the education of farm

children as a way of transforming rural power relations and broadening

social opportunitiesin farm labouring households. ‘ .

o The government’should set a target for eliminatlng Illiteracy.

‘Obiective4: Ensuring Affordable Access to Water, Sanitation and

Energy to all citizens in South Africa, especially the rural poor

Since the demise of the ”apartheid regime in 1994, the South African

I government has strongly located basic services for citizens within a rights

based approach. Access to potable water, sanitation and electricity is

enshrined in South Africa’s Constitution as a human right, as is the right to live

in a healthy environment. South Africa‘s legislative and policy framework

reflects the urgent need to implement integrated, cross-sector approaches to

water, sanitation and electricity services.

I The welfare of poor communities with access to basic services in South Africa

has improved significantly in post-apartheid South Africa. The provision of free

basic services to the poor has also resulted in several additional benefits. The

electrification of clinics and schools has yielded significant benefits for

improved health-care service provision. involvement of schools in evening

adult education, and improved efficiency of school operations through use of

equipment, such as photocopiers and computers. In certain cases, electric

street lighting has contributed to reduced crime levels.

0f outmost importance is that the major challenge that is facing basic services ‘

in South Africa is that the implementation of free basic services is a complex

and demanding process, which requires a wide range of issues to be

addressed locally and nationally, particularly in terms of infrastructure. In the

rural parts of the country, it is difficult to determine the number of households

benefiting from free basic services because many of these communities do

not have the necessary monitoring mechanisms such as water metres.

 

 

Recommendations

:2 The allocation of powers and functions between District Municipalities

and Local Municipalities needs to be resolved and co-ordinated in

order to ensure the harmonisation of service delivery at local

government level. '

u The government should ensure the rationalisation of local government

financial framework in order to support sustainable serVice provision,

specifically with regard to the provision of free basic services and

implementing appropriate pricing for services.

a The government should promote the Water Service Development

Planning Process, within the framework of integrated Development

Plans, as the key instrument for planning, monitoring and regulating

waster services, with full community involvement. ‘ '

o Servtce provision should be demand-responsive rather than supply

, driven to ensure appropriate choices of technology, lower costs, better   
39
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uses of resources and more sustainable services. The Water Service

Development Plan should guide strategies related the choice of service

levels and technology implemented.

a The government should ensure the development of an appropriate

regulatory framework that ensures the effective, efficient, equitable and

sustainable provision of basic sanitation services to all people living in

South Africa, and cost-effective, reliable services to businesses and

institutions.

a The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, in particular, should

look at more innovative water management mechanisms such as

water-harvesting mechanisms by communities and creating dams in

areas that are constantly facing floods.   
Ensuring affordable access to Information Communication and Technology

(ICT) in South Africa

Since 1994, South African has focused on the liberalisation of

telecommunications through a new regulatory framework that has been aimed

at ensuring affordable access to Information Communication Technology

(lCT) for the poor, particularly those in the rural areas. The country's vision to

improve the quality of life of all South Africans by creating an information

economy and a knowledge-based society has ensured that many South

Africans have access to lCT's. However, despite the legislative reform

initiatives since 1994, the telecommunications sector in South Africa

continuesto be characterised by relative inaccessibility due to high retail

prices, super profits, job losses, licensing delays and deadlocks, and minimal

new foreign investment in the sector. internet access is a great area of

concern. Since 1994, it continues to increase by 6% to an estimated 1.1

million dial up subscribers. '

 

Recommendations

:1 Free or subsidised telephone should be used as part of achieving

universal service and access by the poor and those in rural areas.

in Effective competition and regulation should be adopted as guiding

principles for achieving the strategic telecommunications policy

objectives; including a restructuring of the market to encourage

effective competition and the entry of new competitors and the

empowerment of ICASA to execute its mandate in full. . '

'. o lCASA should investigate mechanisms to discourage profiteering

‘ through delayingtacticsand the manipulation of the legal system. _

. n The local communications loop should be unbundled and line

disconnections should be prohibited. ' . _

in Communication operators should fulfil their line roll-out obligations in

under-serviced areas and this should be enforced by ICASA. .

n lCASA should urgently investigate the high telephone prices and put in

place mechanisms to regulate communication prices. ‘  
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u The government should declare communication operators international

gateways as essential services, and, in so dorng, lower the cost of

t ‘ international calls. . _

in Emergency telephone services should be regarded as a basrc human

right, and such, should be freely extended to all subscribers. .

ICASA should ensure that there is continuous investment in upgrading

the country’s communication infrastructure by making it obligatory for

all subscribers to regularly review and upgrade their infrastructure In

order to provide quality services to the poor.

E
!

w
»
.

  
 

Ensuring affordable access to housing (shelter) and land in South Africa

Access to housing and land in South Africa is at the forefront of the national

. agenda for settlement and social transformation. It is also an integral part of

government’s commitment to reduce poverty and improve the quality of

people‘s lives. In the last ten years, government has made tremendous strides

in ensuring that access to land and housing becomes a reality to the people of

South Africa, especially the poor. ‘ *

 
After the demise of the apartheid regime in 1994, South Africa adopted the .

Reconstruction and Development Policy (RDP), as an integrated socio-

economic policy framework, which sets out broad guidelines for.land‘ and

housing reform. The country‘s Constitution provides further impetus to the
progressive realisation of,the right of citizens to land and housing. The
provision of housing in South Africa is also in line with a strategy to provide
subsidy assistance to households who are unable to satisfy their housing
needs independently. The government has also put in place a comprehensive

f il- legislative framework to ensure that the people of South Africa have access to
’ . housing. ‘ -
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Although the new government inherited a critical housing shortage, with the
.1996 Census reflecting a housing backlog of 2, 2 houses, since 1994, the
State has built 1,8 million housing units, providing more than 5 million people
with secure homes. Since 1994 to December 2002, the Department of Land

_ Affairs has redistributed 456 060 hectares (ha) of State land. This constitutesi 68% of targeted land (669 00 ha), and 23.8% of total redistributed land.
Through the tenure reform programme, a number of pieces of legislation that
begin to regulate people's occupation of and eviction from other people’s land.

 

Recommendations  n The government should ensure the empowerment of housing
beneficiaries through the process of intensification of housing delivery,particularly through fostering SMME’s and cooperatives. ,

u The Department of Housing, in particular, should develop a housingstrategy for rural communities and farm workers.
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a The government should‘reduce policy incoherence and institutional

fragmentation in housing delivery and clarify the role of provinces and

municipalities in housing delivery. _

in Housing delivery should take into account govemment‘s commitment to

social cohesion and integrating communities.

a The issue of women’s access to land and property rights remains a

critical impediment to the furthering of women's rights in South Africa.

Customary practices that prohibit women from owning land should be

abolished.

o The government should engage the private sector, particularly banks in

eliminating barriers to housing finance, particularly for people who do

not qualify for the government housing subsidy. ,

u The government should start building family houses that take into

consideration cultural sensitivities and the sizes of families in order to

enhance social cohesion. ,  
 

Objective 5: Progress Towards Gender Equality in all Critical Areas of

Concern, including Equal Access to Education for Girls at all Levels in

South Africa

South Africa stands out in Africa and, indeed, in the world in having

succeeded in bringing large numbers‘of women into formal politics since

1994. The country’s ' commitment towards gender equality clearly

demonstrates that it is imperative that more women are elected into public

office, in line with giving substance to a culture of human rights.

South Africa's transition from apartheid and minority rule to democracy

required that all existing practices, institutions and values be reviewed and

rethought in terms of their fitness for ensuring equality for all the people of the

country, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, religion, and social status.

The transformation of higher education in South Africa was seen as a major

instrument to fostering equal opportunities for women. After the demise of the

apartheid regime, it was imperative for the country to redress past inequalities

by ensuring that the higher education system serves a new social order, to

meet the pressing national needs. and to respond to new realities and

opportunities.

 

 

Recommendations

0 Government departments and entities should establish National

Gender Policy Frameworks in order to guide gender transformation in

their staff composition. The purpose of the frameworks would be to

ensure the effective implementation of a gender perspective into all

aspects of planning, policy, legislation, development and

transformation activities within the government. _ ' '

o The principles of equal opportunities and equal partnership between

male and female staff in government departments and entities should

be reflected and promoted through the adoption of gender codes. The  
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codes should state eXplicitly the govemment’s commitment to ensure

e uit . - » -

o The various departments should provide detailed progress reports on

their employment equity plans and targets when reportrng to

Parliament.
» . . .

o The Department of Education and higher education institutions need to

mainstream gender into all their human resources policies, programmes

and stmctures in order to ensure more education opportunities to

women. 1 ‘ ‘

o The Council on Higher Education should establish a selection and

recruitment policy that will focus more on the recruitment of women

professionals in the higher education sector.

:1 All government departments and entities should use pro forma

reporting tools (percentages and numbers) in order to allow

quantifiable scmtiny by Parliament and the public, particularly civil

society.    
Objective 6: Encouraging Broad-based Participation in Development by

all Stakeholders at all Levels in South Africa ‘

With increasing decentralisation of governance responsibilities and decision-

making in post apartheid South Africa to lower-levels of government, local

institutions, communities and public participation - have emerged as

fundamental tenetskin the promotion of local governance in South Africa.

Since the demise of the apartheid regime in 1994,,South Africa has put in

place various mechanisms and measures to ensure that the broader

population are active participants in the governance of the affairs of the

country. The country has introduced various legislative and policy measures

that are aimed at ensuring that the people of South Africa are active

participants in the governance of the country. ‘
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Within the countryfs evolving democratic culture, there are still challenges that

are confronting the effectiveness of the country‘s measures to foster broader

participation, including poor communication, lack of information, and

complicated processes.

 

Recommendations

o Municipalities, in particular, should enhance their programmes of public

participation in order to ensure constant interaction with communities.

0 Municipalities should improve the content and structure of lDP's in

order to enhance the involvement of vulnerable groups such as people

with disabilities, women, and the youth.

a Provincial governments should enhance their public participation

measures.

a Parliament should launch a comprehensive awareness campaign

explaining the various protocols governing participation in

parliamentary activities such as public hearings and making

submissions. L .  
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Parliament should comprehensively restructure partiCipation of and ,

mass communication with vulnerable and marginalised groups.

Parliament should ensure a creative and effective resourcing as well as

utilisation of Parliamentary Constituency Offices in order to ensure that'

~ they play a major'role in interacting with and educating communities

_ about Parliament. “ '

All political parties should allocate sufficient constituency resomces in

order to ensure that they constantly keep in touch with the people and

, are able to inform the public about Parliamentary activities.

,There is a need for the usage'ot plain language in policy documents

and laws in order to ensure that ordinary people 'are able to

comprehend them. - ‘ 1'

,Where major laws and policies are promulgated, comprehensive

awareness campaigns should be undertaken to inform communities

about them. ' , y " ‘ ’ ' ‘ A '

Parliament and government should give the public sufficient time to

make submissionsorcomments. ‘ y . ‘ ~ ‘

“There is a needto capacitate. community representatives about the

Integrated Development Planning process to ensure that they are able

to sufficientlyleducate communities about their value in enhancing-

participation.

Parliament should put in place a mechanism to respond and attend to

formally public queriest “ ,

Parliament should enhance the'integration of and participation of civil

society in its oversight work, particularly in initiatives that are aimed at

taking Parliament to the people:

Parliament should ratify and implement the‘resolution taken by the

118th General Assembly ’of the inter-Parliamentary Union on the

importance of civilsociety in a demoéracy.  
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Commdnity Consultations

One of the primary objectives of Parliament’s involvement in South Africa's

Peer Review process was to facilitate public awareness and ensure

meaningful public participation in Parliament's APRM self-assessment

process. Community consultations were conducted in rural, semi—“urban and

urban municipalities. Approximately seven thousand people partialpated in

the community meetings and 1 052 written submissions were received.

Key Findings

The following is a synthesis of the responses received to questions

extrapolated from the four thematic sections of the APRM questionnaire.

Democracy & Good Political Governance

Communities were engaged on the following questions:

1. Do you have access to justice, e.g. access. to maintenance and

domestic violence protection orders for women7Do you have access to

basic services such as clean water and proper sanitation facilities?

3. Has your relationship with Parliament (or provincial legislature)

changed since 1994 in terms of access to Parliament and participation

in the activities of Parliament?Do you know who the Members of

Parliament are in your province and are you able to access them for

assistance when needed? ‘

Accessibility of courts emerged as a consistent challenge in municipalities

across the geographic and socio-economic spectrum. The factors that hinder

accessibility were more severe in semi—urban and rural communities. These

included:

a Distance to courts

Transport costs

:1 Requirement for multiple visits due to daily court rolls not being

concluded - ' ‘

a Safety and security at courts particularly for women seeking redress

against violence ‘

D

' . The lack of basic Services was a pervasive experience, particularly in rural

communities. These included:

13 Lack of or erratic supply of potable water and water for irrigation

o Inadequate sanitation

Lack of electrification '

in Sustainable and affordable energy

0

Communities were largely unaware of the role of Parliament and Provincial
Legislatures. Communities were not knowledgeable about their political
representatives at provincial and national levels. Local Government
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