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·rhe Commission • o= Inqui:-y regarqir.g t:~-e Prevention of Public 

•violer.ce and !~timida~ion has ~he honour to present its second 

interim report en the violence in the taxi industry. 

T.~~ cc::1mi-ttee irivestigatir.g ;,ublic violence rlnd :i.a.timidation in 
_.....i_:.. ·- - . ... -.:...:. ,. -· . 

~he ta.xi :,:cr.:st::-y has submitted its secor.d i.1ter:.:-:1 rsport to t},e 

The commission has ceciced that this report should be submitted to 

you at this stage as its publicatio~ may be of assistanie to the 

pe::-scns and organisations seeking to bri~g a~out peac~ in =~e ~axi 

industry in the Hidra.nd area and especially in Ivory ?ark. 
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SECOND INTERIM REPORT TO THE COMMISSION Br THE COMMITTEE INVESTI­
GATING PUBLIC VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION IN THE TAXI INDUSTRY 

l. On Thursday lt June 1992 tne -Committee established to inquire 
I - • • 

into the violence occurring in the taxi industry held a prelimi-

nary inquiry regarding the causes of violence associated with 

taxis in the Midrand area. 

2. The transport of passengers residing i~ Ivory ?ark has become 

an issue o~ conflict between two existing taxi associations which 

erupted into violence and resulted in the death of at :east two 

persons, one ~ei~g a passenger, and injuries to t~o other ?assen-

a-o s:.:c;c;estions that the dispute has ~ot 

and that fu=~~e= violence may be experienced if the rcct causes 

are not atdressed with alac=ity. Ivory ?ark is a fairlv new 

squatter community of some iO 000 persons. The roots of the 

discord are to be found in the commercial competition bet~een taxi 

associations :or the new market open i ng up there. 

3. A circumstance that has an impact on the situation is the fact 

that ";.vory ?ari< does not seem to receive any of:·icial rec::-:9ni tion 

in the sense that the Municipality's appfication to have it de­

clared a townshi~ has not, after eight months, been app~oved. The 

resu~:t - is that the Municipal law enforcement agencies co :1ot enjoy 

official recognition in the area . The Mayor of ~idrand complains . 
that the Sout~ Af=ican ?olice are understaffed and ill-equipped to 

deal with some 200 000 people in the ~hole ~idrand area. No 

armoured vehicles are available and the area is policed from 
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Halfway House, some 20 ~ilometres away, when Olifantsfontein, a 

mere 2 kilometres away, would be the natural command post . 

4. Without examining the details of .ti~" 
the- ;-V iolence (which is in ar-.y 

event the subject of urgent pol.ice i:-1c;ui::y, we are , . assured), the 

most obvious ste?S that can be taken to alleviate the ~osition are 

the official recognition of Ivory Park as a township and the 

facilities 

the area. 

5. As in other parts of the count::y, :he cc~plaint emer~ed that 

permit systa~ as administered by the Local ~oad Transpo::tation 

3oard (tRT3) ~as inef(ective and was a cont::i~utory cause of 

tension . This ~ay be due to two factors: fi=st, t~at · ~~o L~T3's 

had jurisdiction in the a=ea and, seco~cly, that the type cf 

per:ni t that ....,as issued, i.e. the "radius" per:ni t, led to :nisunde::-­

standings a~d tensicn. In the Interi:n ~epo=t tabled in Parliament 

en 19 June it was indicated that the existing per:nit system would 

require to be =evised. !~ this instance th~ re?resentatives from 

Midrand refer to the LRT3 as a "rer:;ote issuing body, unrelated to 

local conditions". On the other hand, the Chief Traffic Officer 

of ~idrand testified that there was good co-oper~tion between his 

office and the LRT3. 

6. ~The Committee attempted to involve SA5TA (South African alack 

Taxi• Association), the national body, but to no avail. All the 

taxi associations are affiliated, directly or indirectly, to SA3TA 
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ar.d it seems to the Committee that SABTA has a~ important role to 

play in mediating in a dispute of this nature. 

u~-
7. The Council ,·,f the :-1unicie.ality o(i~idrand, within whose area 

Ivory ?a:::-J... lies, has, • 1-\.. .. \.. . .. 
·,.,r1 ..... , .. .ie .sup;;,or .. of all the ta:<i associ-

ations, established the ~idrand Taxi Forum in an attempt I- -... o ~a-

cilitate conflict resolution. it is still too ~~rly to determine 

~~·:he:::- • the ?on.:n will play a valuable :-ole and ··-~!=tl}er its deci ­

sions will have a lasting effect. According to the Mayo:::- and a 

representative of the Municipality, a cease-fire is in operation, 

~ut the warring parties a=e not really at peace ~ith each other . 

Evidence given on behal! of the feuding taxi associations also 

tends to indicate that the hatchet has r.ot been buried, although a 

peace agreement ~etween them was signed under the aegis of the 

Local Dispute ~esolution Comnittee . The Committee u=ges t~e 

parties to use these bodies as facilitato~s of negotiations. As 

events in Cape Tow~ and Springs have shown, the way to ~eace lies 

in the hands of taxi drivers the~selves. Solutions imposed on 

industry by outsiders co not work. 

a. In the Committee's view many of the feat~res which have 2 

negative. i~;;,act on the taxi industry elsewhere in the country are 

also present in the Ivory ?ark situation, in some cases with !es! 

intensi t"'y. 
:·· .. 

These featu:es ~ill be addressed when the CommitteE 

submits its final ~eport on violence in the taxi indust:-y as~ 

whole. 




