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‘The Commission of Inguir regarding fhe Preventicon of »Public

wiolence and Intimidation has the hcnour to present its second

interim report on the violence in the taxi indistry.

The,. .oommiiies investigating public vicience and -n; m cahscn ;

he taxi Incdustry has submitted its second igteria :eport to &

Tha Commissicn has decided that this report should be submitied

vou at this stage as Its publication may be of assistence to the
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perscns ancé orga seeking to briag ebouti peace in the taxi

indusiry in the Midrand area and especially in Ivory Park.
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SECORD INTERIM REPORT TO THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY REGARDING

THE PREVENTION OF PUBLIC VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION FROM THE

CQﬁﬁITTEE‘ESTABLISHED TO INQUIRE INTO THE TAXI INDUSTRY
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SECOND INTERIM REPORT TO THE COMMISSION BY THE COMMITTEE INVESTI-
GATING PUBLIC VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION IN THE TAXI INDUSTRY
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1. On Thursday 11 June 1992 tfe Committee established to ingquire

into the violence occurring in th

m‘-

taxi industry held a prelimi-
narv inguiry regarding the causes of violence associatad with

taxis in the Midrand area.
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of passengers residing in Ivory Park has beccne

cr

2. The transpgor
an issue of ceonflict between two existing taxi associzticns which

erupted into violence and resulted 4in the death of at leasi two

persecns, one deing a passenger, and injuries to two other passen-
tad cdown
and that further violencs may e experiesnced if the rcct causes

are not acddressed with alacrity. Ivory 2ark 14 a faizly new

sguatter community of some 70 000 vpersons. The rzroets of th

m

discord are to be focund in the commercial competition betwsen taxi
associations ZIor the new market opening up there.

3. A circumstance that has an impact on the situation is the fact
that Ivory Parx ¢ces not seam to receive any official reccgnition

in the sense that the Municipality's application to have it de-

clared a township has not, after eight months, been approved. The
. S .
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result is that the Municipal law enforcement agencies ¢o nobt enjov
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ficial recognition in the area. The Mayor of Midrand complains

that the South African Police are understaffed and ill-equipped to

deal with some 200 000 people in the whole Midrand arsa. Ho

armoured vehicles are available and the area is policed from
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Halfway House, some 20 Xxilometres away, when Olifantsfontein, 3
mere 2 kilometres away, would be the natural command post.
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4, Without examining the details of the.violence (which is in anvy

event the subject of urgent police inguiry, we are assured), the

most obvious steps that can be taken to alleviate the rosition are

the official recognition of Ivory Parkx &as a township and the

olice presence angd.. .facilities in
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accecmpanvying uggrading of the
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parts of the country, the ccmplaint emerged that

i
3
Y
0
W
™
b
or
0
s
n
ot
m
O,

B a

n

aéministered by the Local Road Transcortation
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tive and was a contributory cause of
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raquire Lo be revised. In this instance the representatives from
Midrand refer to the LRT3 &s a ''remote issuing bedy, unrelated'to
local conditions'. ©n the other hand, the Chief Traffic ificer
of Midrand testified that there was good co—ope¥étion between his

office and the LRT3.

.
-

-

6. ' The Committee attempted to involve SA3TA (South African Black
Taxi' Asscciation), the naticnal body, but to no avail. All the

taxi associations are affiliated, directly or indirectly, to SABTA



and it seems o the Committee that SABTA has an impeortant role :o

pilay in mediating in a dispute of this nature.
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T The Council =f the Municipality of Midrand, within whose area

ivory Park lies, has, with the support of all the taxi associ-
ations, established the Midrand Taxi Forum in an attempt to fa-
cilitate conflict resolution. It is still too early to determine

sbether - the Forum will play a valuable zole and whether its deci-

sions will have & lasting effsct. According to the Mayor and a

representative of the Hunicipality, a cease-fire is in operation,
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eally at peace with each other,
Evidence given con behall of the feuding taxi associations also
tends to indicate that the hatchet has not been buried, although a
reace agreement Cetween them was signed under Rhe aégis 0L ths

Local Disputs Rasolution Comnittze. The Commitise uzges the

'k

parcties to use these becdies as Zfacilitators of negotiations. AS

events in Cape Town ané Springs have shown, the way to peace lies
in the hands of taxi drivers themselves. Solutions imposed on the

-

industry by outsiders do not work.

& In the Committee's wview many of {he features which have @
negative . impact on the taxi industry elsewnere in the country are

also pressnt in the Ivory Park situation, in some cases with les:s
inténsity. These features will be addressed when the Committee
L

submits its final r

o

port on violence in the taxi industry as ¢

whole.





